
Weekly Advent Candle Lighting

IMAGINE
 

The First Week of Advent                                                                             
Imagine Hope

CREATE 
Create a simple Advent wreath by surrounding four purple or blue candles with greenery, 

or make a more elaborate one using a wreath form. Place the white Christ Candle in the 
center.

 
FIND 

Find an unhurried time on Sunday and take turns reading and praying while lighting the ap-
propriate candle for each week

 
READ 

Mark 13: 32-37
Imagine Hope as you light the first candle

Come, thou long expected Jesus
Born to set thy people free:

From our sins and fears release us
Let us find our rest in thee.

 
This scripture tells the story of a landowner trusting those he leaves behind to care for his 

property. It reminds us that we, too, are to take care of that which has been entrusted to 
us, especially those who cannot care for themselves. How can we do this better during the 

Advent season? The Imagine No Malaria campaign is one in which all United Methodists can 
work together to end this preventable disease. Right now, one child dies every minute!  This 
week as you Imagine Hope choose one way you can contribute to the worldwide hope that 

malaria will be conquered soon.
 

PRAY
Hope-filled God, We imagine a world made new by your merciful grace. We want to help. 

May we be your hands and feet bringing hope to those who need it. Amen.
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IMAGINE
 

The Second Week of Advent                                                                             
Imagine Peace

CREATE 
Create a plan for a week of Advent fundraising. How can the whole family help to raise 

money to donate to the Imagine No Malaria campaign?

FIND 
Find an unhurried time on Sunday and take turns reading and praying while lighting the 
appropriate candle for each week. Then, share your fundraising idea with a friend or an-

other family. Invite them to fundraise with you. Can Christmas still change the world? If we 
work together, it can!

 
READ 

Psalm 85: 8-13
Imagine Peace as you light the second candle.

Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright.

Holy infant so ender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

 
The psalmist reminds us of the peace that God has offered to us – a peace defined by righ-

teousness, love, and truth.  But we know that those who are faced with the reality of malar-
ia are not living in the peace promised by God but rather in fear.  This scripture challenges 
us to offer peace to those in need. Your fundraising can help stop malaria. For $10 you can 
provide a bed net that will prevent children from being bitten by mosquitoes. Imagine the 

peace of mind you are giving to those living in fear of this disease.
 

PRAY
Peace-full God, We imagine a world made new by your righteousness and peace. We want 

to help. May we be your hands and feet bringing peace to those who need it. Amen
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IMAGINE
 

The Third Week of Advent                                                                             
Imagine Joy

CREATE 
Create a week of Advent joy. How many ways can you offer joy to those with whom you live, 

go to school, work, play and pray? How can you offer joy to a stranger?
 

FIND 
Find an unhurried time on Sunday and take turns reading and praying while lighting the 

appropriate candle for each week. Include an elderly or lonely neighbor in a family celebra-
tion this week. Bring joy into someone life who is having a difficult time this Advent season.

 
READ 

Luke 1: 46-55
Imagine Joy as you light the third candle.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing
 

In this week’s scripture, Mary is singing a magnificent song. Imagine how she must have 
been feeling. A young girl who has been told by the angel, Gabriel, that she is to bring God’s 

Son into the world. Yet, even in the midst of this difficult circumstance, Mary trusts God. 
Her confidence brings joy. This year 650,000 people, mostly children, will die from malaria.  
They are not alone. God is with them and with us in all the places of our lives. If we Imagine 
Joy, we can see the progress toward make this a malaria-free world where all people live in 

the hope, peace and joy of God.
 

PRAY 
Joy-full God, We imagine a world made new as we put our trust in you. We want to help. 

May we be your hands and feet bringing joy to those who need it.  Amen
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IMAGINE
 

The Fourth Week of Advent                                                                             
Imagine Love

CREATE 
Create a manger of love this week. Each evening cut a heart out of construction paper. 

Write on the heart how you have shared God’s love that day. Place the hearts in the empty 
manger. See what happens on Christmas morning!

 FIND 
Find an unhurried time on Sunday and take turns reading and praying while lighting the 
appropriate candle for each week. Invite a friend to come to worship with you and share 

how God’s love has changed your life. 

READ 
Psalm 89: 1-2

Imagine Love as you light the fourth candle.
Love came down at Christmas,

Love all lovely, love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,

Star and angels gave the sign.

God’s everlasting love is at the heart of the Advent season, and in the psalm for this week. 
God loved us so much that God came to earth in the form of a tiny baby, a baby who needed 
to be cared for, protected, fed, clothed, and loved by Mary and Joseph.  Loving Jesus enables 
us to care for, protect, feed and clothe others whom we know Jesus loves, too. Imagine love 

that strong. That is the kind of love that will help us eliminate malaria. 

PRAY 
Loving God, We imagine a world made new as we seek to love others as you have loved us. 
We want to help. May we be your hands and feet bringing love to those who need it.  Amen
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IMAGINE
 

Christmas Eve                                                                            
Imagine

CREATE 
Create an opportunity to remember all that you have learned this Advent season about 

God’s hope, peace, joy and love. 

WORSHIP 
Celebrate Christ’s coming with your church family at one of your church’s 

Christmas Eve services. Donate the money you have raised for Imagine No Malaria 
as your gift to the Christ Child this year.

READ 
Luke 2: 1-20

Imagine a world where there is no malaria as you light the Christ candle. 
 O come all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.

We know Luke’s story so well. Each year, we travel with Mary and Joseph as they make their 
way to Bethlehem to be counted in the census, only to find they have no place to stay. Each 
year, we are awed along with the shepherds as they are serenaded by the heavenly chorus 
of angels and we run with them to see for ourselves what the angels have told them. Each 

year we lift our voices with the shepherds to praise and glorify God for what God has done. 
And each year, like Mary, we wonder, what does all this mean?  

Imagine a world where God’s hope, peace, joy, and love abound. Imagine a world where 
there is no disease, where all have enough to eat, warm places to sleep, enough clothes to 

wear. Imagine that God’s promises  have come true. We wait in faith for that day to come. 
And as we wait, we work, living our lives in such a way that others will know God’s hope, 

peace, joy, and love through us. 

PRAY 
Gracious God, We imagine a world where all know your hope, joy, peace and love. We want 

to help. May we be your hands and feet bringing Jesus to those who need it.  Amen


