
universe. Most of all, I thank God the 

Father because he listens to us even when 

we do not deserve it. 
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 We hope that Christmas finds 

everyone in good health and spirits. To 

make this newsletter different from previ-

ous ones, we each decided to share our 

personal reflections from 2011.  

 

Kennedy 

Over my seventeen years in the 

mission field, I have had the privilege of 

witnessing the rapid growth of the Body 

of Christ in Cambodia. This is testimony 

that Jesus—Immanuel—is at work. Even 

though most Cambodians do not know 

the meaning of Jesus’s birth, this does not 

stop the true message of Christmas from 

spreading throughout a country many still 

associate with the ―Killing Fields‖ of the 

Khmer Rouge era.  

Whenever I see the sick healed, 

the oppressed freed, the hungry fed, and 

the maligned vindicated, I know that 

Jesus is with us. Whenever I see strife, 

conflict, war, and hatred assuaged and 

peace restored, I know the power of 

Christ’s birth is at work. Whenever I see 

compassion and generosity amidst fam-

ine, drought, and flood, I know that God 

is telling us, ―I am with you.‖ Whenever I 

see the poor regain their self-confidence 

and self-worth, I know that God is walk-

ing alongside them. Christ is alive and 

transforming the nation of Cambodia into 

the ―Land of the Living.‖   

A blessed Christmas and pros-

perous New Year to all of you. 

 

Jomil  

 Of the many business trips I 

conducted in 2011, my visit to Mongolia 

in January was the most memorable. 

Mongolia is a country constantly gripped 

by harsh weather conditions with temper-

atures ranging from -20 to -40 Degrees 

Celsius.  I consider this harsh weather 

only because I have spent most of my life 

in countries with temperatures of 20 to 35 

Degrees Celsius.  When I meditate on 

this idea I realized that hardship is expe-

rienced most intensely when it is preced-

ed by comfort which reminds me that 

Jesus truly suffered because He aban-

doned the glory of heaven for the hatred 

and shame of men in order to bring salva-

tion to us. He is Immanuel, God with us! 

 

Kim 
 Without any signs of delaying, 

Christmas is poised to barrel its way into 

our busy lives once again. For many, the 

time of year has come to mean the accu-

mulation of material possessions. And yet, so 

little of our ―Christmas Cheer‖ transcends the 

shiny boxes under our Christmas trees. This 

year, I realized that God epitomized the 

greatest form of generosity by giving us Je-

sus. Yet, modern day presents have wrapped 

and confined our gifts into shallow concep-

tions when they can be so much more. 

         By Christmas, I will have finished my 

undergraduate degree in Development Stud-

ies. Had it not been for your unselfishness, 

your gifts, I would not have been able to 

cultivate the gifts that God has given me. I 

know that many people in the world are not 

as fortunate. Many have yet to experience the 

deep and meaningful gifts that God has in 

store for them. This is why I plan on pursu-

ing a job in the area of rural development. 

Just as you have given to me, I plan on giv-

ing to others in order to continue the cycle of 

generosity that God inspired. Just as you 

have given to me, I plan on giving onto oth-

ers. Indeed Christmas is about giving, and as 

it draws near, I am reminded of those that 

have given, and those that have yet to experi-

ence the deep and meaningful gifts that God 

has in store for each and every one of us. 

        A very warm thank you and a Merry 

Christmas 

 

Kyle 

 The year’s end seems an appropri-

ate time to reflect upon God’s sovereignty 

and the practical expressions of His faithful-

ness. In 2011, my father started his second 

term as GBGM missionary, my mother’s job 

contract with World Vision was extended, 

my older brother finished his undergraduate 

degree at the Australian National University 

and I fulfilled my wish to study abroad in 

Israel. 

 These blessings are all the more 

compelling when I think of all the events 

God set in motion to make them happen. I 

would have never, for example, made it past 

Israeli immigration on a tourist visa had I not 

been prayed over passionately by a group of 

believers hours before I flew out of Cambo-

dia. I later found out that Filipinos are not 

allowed to change their visa status from tour-

ist to student once inside the country as I had 

earlier been informed. That the Ministry of 

Interior has overlooked my unique situation 

is an added reminder that my life is in the 

hands of God.        

 And so, I thank each and everyone 

who has and continues to pray for my family. 

Prayer – however loud or soft, long or short – 

has a tangible impact in God’s running of the 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
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“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel—God with us.”  Matthew 1:23 


