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Vanessa Warner – President 

A Fresh Wind Blowing”                 
“The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 

do not know where it comes from or where it goes.  So it is with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.”   John 3:8  

 
During this Advent season, I think about the very 1

st
 Christmas--the 

birth of Jesus—and the fact that God loved us so much He sent his 

only begotten Son to earth to redeem us.  We have been charged to 

go out and make disciples and to love as He loves.  

For almost 150 years UMW have been the hands and feet of Jesus; they have 

continued to live out our PURPOSE by putting faith, hope and love in action.  A 

couple of years ago, I read the following in an UMW newsletter: 

First Corinthians 13 for United Methodist Women  

Though I attend circle meetings and make the finest plans but have 

not love, there will be no growth or renewal for me. And though I 

make my pledge, participate in the Reading Program, and fill 

hygiene and birthing kits, but have no awareness of the UMW 

mission focus, 

It is not enough…  

And if I spend many hours of “being involved” and become tense, 

nervous, and unkind with the strain and have no love or 

understanding of community, justice and global concerns,  

It is still not enough…  

A United Methodist woman is patient and kind; does not betray trust 

when someone brings her their confidences, does not gossip; is not 

easily discouraged; does not behave in ways that are unworthy… but  
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tries at all times to be a living example of the good way of life which Jesus gives.  

Love never fails…  

Meetings will be attended and then forgotten. Yard sales, bake sales, teas, and luncheons 

will come and go. Mission projects will be initiated and completed. Even after all of 

these, we know only a little and we can pass on only a little but when we have love, then 

our efforts can become creative; and our influence will make a difference for someone… 

somewhere…  

And now abide these three:  

Commitment – Participation - Love  

But the greatest of these is Love!  

As the close of the year comes and my tenure as your District President concludes, I sit in my recliner 

reflecting on how UMW continue to impact the lives of women, youth and children in their local units, 

community, and globally.  UMW has been such a blessing to my life.  I had no idea 8 years ago when I 

accepted the position as your district treasurer that you would be the thread that would help hold me 

together during a very difficult time in my life.  You have been the wind beneath my wings.  You literally 

showed me what it really meant to be amongst such a supportive, creative community of women.  I had 

the pleasure of fellowshipping and working with some awesome women of God in our local units and 

Conference.  My life has been enormously enriched by the reading programs, many mission 

opportunities, service projects, retreats and trainings. Thank you, UMW, for the opportunity to serve 

in this capacity.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  
January 7, 2017 - 9:00 – LaGrange District Mission “u”/Leadership Training 

         Newnan Chapel UMC 

(Leadership Training will begin immediately after lunch; unit officers please plan to attend. 

Childcare will be provided if requested when you register.)  

 

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Remember, Jesus is the 

Reason for the Season!  Rejoice!  A Savior is born! 

 
In His Service,  

Vanessa   

Vanessa Warner          
President 
 

http://www.ngumw.org/
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Cindy Hall – Vice President 

 

Another year is almost in the books.  It seems like it was just Easter… probably because we are 

all so busy, and that just might be a good thing.   As much as we would all like some days off, 

down time, time to rest and catch up on chores, being busy is much better (in my opinion) than 

day after day with nothing to do.  We are the Church and we answer Christ’s call to be His hands 

and feet in His Kingdom here on earth, and there is plenty of work to be done.  I am proud that as 

United Methodist Women we somehow, someway always manage to find time in our busy lives 

to answer Christ’s call.  Although there is always much more work to be done it is, nonetheless, 

satisfying to look back on the year and realize that we have made a difference in the lives of 

women and children in our area and also have contributed to making a difference across our 

world.   

Most recently, in October, we gathered at Inman United Methodist for our annual meeting.  Our 

United Methodist Women sisters at Inman, and their pastor, Jim Hannah and his wife Lynn, 

welcomed us in the warmest way.  It was wonderful to be at Inman and the hospitality would 

have made John Wesley proud!  We heard from Cindi Polo, of Promise Place, a domestic 

violence shelter in Fayetteville that is supported in part by United Methodist Women.  Domestic 

violence and human trafficking are not pleasant subjects but they are wrongs that need to be 

addressed and we answer the call to do what we can to provide information and support to those 

who are working to right this wrong.  Half of the money we collected at our annual meeting was 

given to Promise Place to help support the work they do to protect women and children. 

We will meet on January 7
th
 at Newnan Chapel UMC, for our leadership training and Mission 

“u” and so will begin another year of answering the call.  I look forward to what 2017 will bring 

for the LaGrange District UMW and the difference we can make in our communities and the 

world.  In the meantime try to find time to rest, reflect and rejoice in this season of Advent. 

Grace and Peace, 

Cindy 

 

 

http://www.ngumw.org/
http://www.ngumw.org/
http://www.ngumw.org/
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Shamonica Cannon - Secretary 

Hello Ladies,  

As 2016 comes to a close I’d like to thank those units for submitting their officer’s reports. I would like to 

remind everyone that the United Methodist Women fiscal calendar is July to June.  Many units tend to 

elect officers during the last two months of the calendar year.  However, this conflicts with the conference 

fiscal year.  We all must be mindful of deadlines.  I appreciate everyone being considerate of this and 

working with me.   

May your year be blessed as we continue to watch and wait for Christ’s coming during this Advent 

Season!  

Shamonica Cannon 

District Secretary 

 

Anita Pygatt - Treasurer 

 

With the realignment, our 2
nd

 Quarter ends on December 31, 2016 and our Supplemental Giving is 

Clark Atlanta University. 3
rd

 Quarter is from January to March, 2017, with the Supplemental Giving 

going to Paine College. 

We have submitted a total of $17,785.18 to Conference from the District, with $13,430.00 going 

towards Undesignated Gifts.  

Thanks to all to the units that have submitted towards your pledge. 

Our Annual Meeting offering at Inman United Methodist Church on October 16
th
, was split between 

Clark Atlanta University and Promise Place. We collected $354.35. 

 

A reminder to all Units that at the end of the year, your treasure should have only $50.00.  Anything 

above that should be sent in to the District UMW Treasurer. 

We have Gifts to Mission cards available for purchase for $5.00 each, sold individually or in packs of ten. 

Cards are available for Thank You, Missionary, Congratulations, Baby, Thinking about you or Special 

Day.  
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As the year comes to an end, I just want to say that it has been a pleasure to work with all you the past 

four years. I know that our new incoming Treasurer, Benita Epps, will set right in and continue the 

work for the LaGrange District. I know that you will give the support as you have given to me over the 

years. I pray that God bless and keep each one of you. Thank  

Beginning January 1, 2017, please remember to complete the 2017 Quarterly Remittance Form and 

mail it along with your check to: 

Benita Epps 

UMW District Treasurer 

PO BOX 968 

LaGrange, GA 30241 

706-333-1972 

Email – benitaepps@yahoo.com  

 

Have a blessed Christmas season, 

Anita Pygatt 

LaGrange District UMW Treasurer  

 

 

Tami Kemberling-Education and Interpretation 

The advent season is upon us and as hard as we try, it is hard not to get overwhelmed with the busyness of the 

season.   I wonder if God stressed over such a momentous occasion as our Savior's birth.   Did He make plans and 

check His list twice to make sure everything was in its right place?   Were the Wise Men invited quests or did they just 

happen to stop by?   We put our faith in so many things.  He sent His son to show us love, compassion and humility 

in a way that we could relate.  As I continue to read and listen to Christian stories, I see that God continues to have 

faith in us by giving us His strength, wisdom, compassion and humility.  We strive to be Christ like by surrounding 

ourselves with God's love.  This Christmas Season keep God’s faith as your guiding star.  Be HIS light as you touch 

those who need it the most, by showing love where it may not be, by being comfortable in a stable rather than the 

Ritz. 

 
Newsworthy is our new United Methodist Women Book Club has met three times with around ten people and I look 

forward to our new mission studies in 2017. 

mailto:benitaepps@yahoo.com
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Karen Polston – Spiritual Growth  

Spiritual Growth 

Merry Christmas! As we look over 2016 it has been a different and unique year.  

Through the ebb and flow of our life in Christ we have learned to Stand Firm.  Life 

can throw a lot of things at us, some good some not.  We have to be obedient, listen to 

God, and stay grounded in Him.  Our lives are new beginnings; every day we are 

given a new opportunity to serve, to be a light into a dark world. I would hear people 

talk about their prayer lives and bible studies and how long they would spend in them.  

I used to struggle with the thought that I did not spend hours at this. I felt such guilt 

inside.  Then the Lord showed me, we are all different and unique people, not all of us 

are called to spend hours doing this.  Our lives and schedules just do not allow it.  He 

does want us to spend time with Him, in prayer, bible study and just being with Him.  

When I started looking over my day and the time I do devote to Him, I found out I do 

spend hours, but it is throughout the day.  Praying, praising, singing while I am 

driving prayers are just a few examples of time outside of my devotional and study 

time that keep me in His Presence.  While I know He is always with me, I still need 

the silent time whenever it may be.  "Be still and know that I am your God" these are 

the times we need to be quiet in His Presence and let Him speak to us.  Those are the 

most wonderful times, just a glimpse of what will be.  So as we say goodbye to 2016 

and welcome 2017.  Let us Stand Firm and know that we have a new beginning every 

day to serve and be a Light in the darkness. 

I look forward to seeing you in January for Leadership Training. 

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year! 

Karen Polston, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
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