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Happy Easter from the District Office 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Please be in prayer for the 

district mission team in El 

Salvador this week, April 1-8. 



Denman Award Nominations Open 
Every year the North Georgia Conference (and many other United Methodist 

conferences) honors a clergy person, a youth, and an adult lay person who exhibit 
outstanding efforts for the work on Christian Evangelism with the Harry Denman 

Evangelism Award. This award recognizes people whose life and ministry 
exemplifies the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. Recipients of these 
awards live their call to “Offer Them Christ” daily as modeled by Dr. Harry Denman, 

founder of The Foundation for Evangelism. Neither the size of the local church with 
which the person is affiliated, the age or gender of the person, nor the length of 

their service limits a person’s eligibility. What is important are the persons whose 
lives have been changed by the life and ministry of the nominee. For information on 
how to make a nomination, visit http://www.ngumc.org/denmanaward.  

 
 

 

District Nominations 

The District Nominating Committee will be meeting on April 27 to approve 

the slate of officers for the upcoming conference year and fill vacancies on 

the various district committees.  Pastors are asked to submit names of laity 

from their churches who may be interested in serving.  Pastors may also 

nominate themselves, as most committees are made up of both clergy and 

laity.  District Committees include:  Board of Laity, District Superintendency 

Committee, Nominations, Finance, Church Development, Trustees, Ordained 

Ministry, and Strategic Growth. 

 
 

Rev. Tommy Holder will be scheduling a team 

leader training for UMVIM mission teams this 

next year.  If you have already been trained 

but it has been 3 years, you will need training 

again.  If you have never been trained but feel 

God calling you to explore mission team 

leadership, this is a good opportunity for you to experience the missional side of the 

church.  Please submit your name and contact information to Rev. Holder via email 

tom.holder@ngumc.net by April 30, 2017. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Clergy Spouses Group of the LaGrange District will meet for a 

time of informal fellowship and breakfast on Saturday, April 29 at 

9:00am at the Newnan Golden Corral on Bullsboro Drive.  All 

spouses in the district are invited to attend. 

http://ngumc.us14.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=b9462514cf&e=8d0c301d08
mailto:tom.holder@ngumc.net


District Church Development Committee 
This committee is scheduled to meet on Tuesday, May 9.  Any churches who need 

approval for building projects, buying or selling of property or are making grant 
requests, need to notify the district office and submit paperwork no later than May 

1. 
 
 

 

 
 

All Clergy and Lay Delegates are encouraged to attend the Pre-Conference Briefing 
being held on Sunday, June 4 at 4:00pm at the Cornerstone UMC.  At this meeting, 

delegates will receive their handbooks for the conference as well as other 
information regarding various items of business. 

 
Pastors, please check your Report of Lay Members to be sure that the correct 
name and contact information for your lay delegate is entered and available to the 

conference office.  The report is found under the Charge Conference section of Data 
Services on the conference website.  If your delegate has changed since Charge 

Conference, you can make the change in Data Services or notify Denise in the 
district office.  This must be done in the next several weeks. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Athens, GA 

June 13-15, 2017 

 

Administrative Professionals Day is April 26. 

Pastors, don’t forget your administrative assistant or 

church secretary.  

Church Secretaries and Administrative Assistants are 

invited to join Carol & Denise for breakfast at the 

LaGrange Cracker Barrel on Thursday, 4/27 at 8am. 

(Please call the District Office to make your reservation!) 



A Word from the United Methodist Children’s Home 
As your church prepares for VBS this summer, please consider supporting UMCH as 

your mission emphasis again or for 
the very first time. Should your 

church's VBS mission emphasis 
encompass The Children's Home, 
please share the UMCH Kids 

Helping Kids Mission Kit with your 
VBS ministry leaders and 

volunteers. 
  
Our free and fun Kids Helping Kids VBS Mission Kit includes several resources to 

connect your VBS children to the wider mission of The Children’s Home. The kit is 
flexible, works for any size church (including any denomination if your church is not 

United Methodist), and can be customized to fit your church's needs and resources. 
The kit includes: 
   

An implementation guide with suggested prayers and daily Mission Moments 
A sample PowerPoint goal slide to display your progress toward your goal 

An informational letter and email to send to parents prior to your VBS explaining 
the mission 

Several fundraising ideas and “how-to” implement them with no hassles 
A template to print a certificate of participation for each child who participates 
  

Please download the complimentary Kids Helping Kids VBS Mission Kit here. 
  

Most importantly, the kit works with any VBS theme and gives your children a 
hands-on experience to help other children from right here in North Georgia. The kit 
will help VBS ministry leaders and volunteers: 

   
Teach children about empathy, compassion and stewardship 

 Help children understand the needs of other children in the community 
Create a new generation of Christian supporters for United Methodist agencies and 
causes 

 Raise funds for The Children’s Home through fun and easy to implement ideas 
  

All funds raised by your children for our ministry will go directly to help the 
children, young adults, and families we serve across North Georgia. So your 
children will help children and families in their own community. 

  
For questions about the Kids Helping Kids VBS Mission Kit, please contact 

UMCH’s Church Relations team at ChurchRelations@umchchildrenshome.org 
or 404-327-5837. 
  

 
 

 
 

 

http://umchildrenshome.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=cec81ef3cd&e=3e8d95a2cd
http://umchildrenshome.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=cec81ef3cd&e=3e8d95a2cd
http://umchildrenshome.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=04df2dcc02&e=3e8d95a2cd
http://umchildrenshome.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=dfa8bd169b&e=3e8d95a2cd
http://umchildrenshome.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=d2344f9942&e=3e8d95a2cd
mailto:ChurchRelations@umchchildrenshome.org


Farewell Reception 
As was announced several weeks ago by Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson, Rev. Carol 
Cook and Scott will be leaving the LaGrange District after Annual Conference as 
they go back into the local church to serve.  A reception is being planned to honor 

them and thank them for their service to the LaGrange District.  It is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 4, 2-4pm at the Cornerstone UMC in Newnan.  This will take place 

immediately preceeding the Pre-Conference Briefing.  Please mark your calendars 
and share this information with others in your congregation. 
 

Rev. Susan Landry has been appointed as the new District Superintendent of the 
LaGrange District.  A reception to meet and welcome Susan and her husband Louis 

is being planned for July 23.  More information about this event will be available 
later. 
 

 

The North GA Conference Mission Bridge to Kenya has partnered with ZOE- an 

orphan empowerment program that assists children to move from extreme poverty 

to self-sufficiency. After graduating from ZOE's three year empowerment program, 

a child will be able to provide food, clothing, shelter, education, medical care, and 

social support for themselves and their siblings, as well as know God's love, and 

have hope for the future in their own community. We are working to expand this 

partnership across the conference and invite your church to be a part of Kenya 

Bridge, either by going on a trip to Kenya, giving financially or prayerfully 

supporting the empowerment of these orphans and vulnerable children.   

 

On Wednesday, April 26 at 6:30pm, there will be an informational session about 

this model of ministry in the Parish Hall of Newnan First United Methodist 

Church.   Please come to meet Reegan Kaberia, Chief Program Officer and Kenya 

Program Manager.   Reegan is on fire for Jesus and His children and will share this 

model of ministry that empowers children to be their best and strongest selves 

as  individuals, as participants in community, and as people of faith throughout the 

world. ZOE enables us to do more with less by investing in the lives of others.   

We have so much to learn from our Kenyan brothers and sisters in Christ!  Please 

join us in this partnership.  

See zoehelps.org  or contact Brooke Barksdale bbarksdale@newnanfumc.org or 

Rev. JoAn Kinrade jkinrade@newnanfumc.org for more information.  

 

http://zoehelps.org/
mailto:bbarksdale@newnanfumc.org
mailto:jkinrade@newnanfumc.org


 

 
Scouting Information 
Have you, or another church leader 
you know, been interested in starting 
a Boy Scout or Girl Scout program at 

your church, but weren’t sure 
how?  Or would you like your Pack or 

Troop to practice more of the “Duty-
to-God” aspect of Scouting?   
 

I would like to share information about a first-time event created to address these 
questions called the United Methodist Academy of Scouting (UMAS) to be held at 

Peachtree Rd UMC on April 22nd.  This ¾ day program is part education and part 
training designed to help build the Scout Ministry at Methodist Churches in the 
North GA Conference.   The UMAS is being held to focus on all things Religious 

Relations in Scouting.  It includes courses on starting Christian education programs 
within a Scout program, training troop Chaplains, conducting Scouts Own services 

(church services on campouts), holding Scout Sunday services, starting Boy Scout 
and Girl Scout units in churches, Scout Coordinator training and more.   
 

The United Methodist Committee on Scouting (UMCOS) is conducting this free 
training, and the 12 courses are offered to Clergy, Boy Scout and Girl Scout 

leaders.  The attached flyer and web link below provide detailed course and sign up 
information.     

  
http://www.ngumc.org/eventdetail/6923213?month=4&year=2017&day=1&display
=m  

 
Your assistance sharing this information with church and scout leaders will be 

greatly appreciated.    
 
Chris Karabinos 

Scouting Coordinator / North GA Conference UMC 
770-490-4940 / chriskarabinos@comcast.net 

UMCOS (United Methodist Committee on Scouting) (http://mcos-northga.org) 
 

 

http://www.ngumc.org/eventdetail/6923213?month=4&year=2017&day=1&display=m
http://www.ngumc.org/eventdetail/6923213?month=4&year=2017&day=1&display=m
mailto:chriskarabinos@comcast.net
http://mcos-northga.org/


Apr. 1-8 – District Mission Team in El Salvador 
Apr. 10 – District Strategic Growth Committee meeting, District Office, 10am 

Apr. 17-20 – Cabinet Retreat 
Apr. 24 – District Finance Committee meeting, District Office, 6:30pm 

Apr. 27 – Secretaries’ Breakfast, LaGrange Cracker Barrel, 8am 
Apr. 27 – District Superintendency Committee, District Office, 6pm 
Apr. 27 – District Nominating Committee, District Office, 7pm 

Apr. 29 – Clergy Spouses’ Fellowship Breakfast, Newnan Golden Corral, 9am 
May 1 – Clergy Fellowship with DS, Fayetteville Village Café, 12 noon 

May 9 – District Church Development Committee, District Office, 6:30pm 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Please visit our district website at www.ngumc.org/lagr where you will find even more 

information about district and conference activities.  And “Like” us on Facebook! (The 

LaGrange District). 

You are welcome to post videos or information about events at your church on our 

Facebook page. 
 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers 
celebrating birthdays in April: 

 
3  -  Erik Mays     18 – Michael Cain 

       John Tomlin   26 – Robert Lyons 
14 – Daniel Kim 

http://www.ngumc.org/lagr

