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Life Lessons from My Crochet Basket 

I have always enjoyed doing things with my hands.  My grandmother taught me to sew and 

embroider when I was a teenager, and through the years I have learned ceramics, stained 

glass, counted cross-stitch and quilting. Most recently, I taught myself to crochet. 

Crocheting for a left-handed person can be difficult because most directions and patterns 

are written for right-handed people and doing it left-handed is different.  But after much 

practice and patience, I can do most any pattern and I find it relaxing to sit in a quiet place 

and focus on a pattern that will make something useful and beautiful. 

While working on my latest project, it occurred to me that there are several life lessons that 

are reinforced as I use my hook and yarn.  Here are two: 

1. The old saying, “Anything worth doing is worth doing well” certainly applies to 

everything, including a crochet pattern.  It takes practice to do even stitches with 

just the right tension.  It is important to follow the pattern and keep up with the 
stitch count.  Having just one stitch too few or too many makes the pattern not 

work.  So often we go through life haphazardly, not preparing for what we know will 

come our way or following the guides that are there to help us.  The Bible comes to 

mind.  If we don’t familiarize ourselves with God’s word and follow the teachings 
found there, our lives don’t turn out useful or beautiful. 

 

2.  There are always “do overs.”  When I make a mistake in reading my pattern and 

something doesn’t match or fit, I can pull out the stitches and correct my mistake.  
Sometimes I catch the mistake quickly and only have to pull out a few stitches, other 

times I don’t catch it until later and I have to pull out many rows of stitches.  There 

have even been times when I have just had to start over with new thread.  It’s 

important to remember that we get “do overs” in life, as well.  We are not perfect – 

God knows that and is ready to forgive us when we make a mistake.  It may take 
work to repair the mistake, but with patience and our guidebook, we can move 

forward. 

 

I’m sure that you can think of other lessons, and I hope that you will.  But what I want to 

remind myself this day is that life takes work, it takes being mindful and aware, it takes 

patience, it takes diligence and it cannot be lived alone.   God guides me through His Word 

and through the work of the Holy Spirit.  I need to focus on Him and the direction He gives 

me.  I am a part of a community and can learn from and be helped by others.  It is then 

that my life will be useful and beautiful. 



I also think that we need to be reminded of these lessons in our churches. The Church is the 

Body of Christ.  Its care and growth requires us to be our best and give our best.  

Sometimes we don’t focus on God as we should.  Sometimes we are selfish. Sometimes we 

are apathetic.  Sometimes we don’t take God seriously. And from this lack of focus, the 

church loses its power to transform the world.  God expects us to give freely and diligently 

of our prayer, presence, gifts, service and witness so that world can be made a useful and 

beautiful place.  Lord, let it be so!!! 

Carol 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes to the Lay Servant Program 
The 2016 General Conference approved changes to the Lay 

Servant Ministries program, most notably, the elimination of 

the Local Church Lay Servant designation.  Letters have been 

mailed to all current, approved Lay Servants detailing this 

change and explaining the process for becoming a Certified 

Lay Speaker.  For more information about this, visit the Lay 

Servant page of the District website. 

 

Local Pastor Fellowship 

Saturday, March 4 @ 9:00am 
Golden Corral, Newnan 

 
Join DS, Carol Cook, for a time of informal fellowship over 

breakfast! 

Lay Servant Recognition Dinner 
Friday, March 24 @ 6:30pm 

Moreland UMC 
16 Church Street 

 

All approved lay servants are invited as guests of the district.  Pastors 

and guests may attend for $8.  Reservations for all must be made 

through the District Office no later than March 17.  

 

 



                                                                                        
All Connection Groups in the LaGrange 
District are reminded that they are to have a 
Fresh Expressions training event for all the 

churches in their group (clergy and laity) 
before the end of May.  Please notify the 
district office of your date.  This is excellent 

information on how your church can reach 
out to those in your community.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grow Day Camps 
Soccer camp, drama camp, science camp – you can find a 
day camp for just about anything. What about one focused 
on faith formation? 

Grow Day Camps brings the power of camp ministry to 
local churches. Packed with activities that contribute to 
learning new skills and building Christian community, the 
focus throughout is for each camper to grow deeper roots in 
their faith (grow spiritually), in their ability to work as a team 
(grow socially), and in self-confidence as a loved child of 
God (grow individually). 

We know how to have fun – our passion is forming faith in the process. We put 90+ years of 
experience into creating an environment where every moment – whether in morning chapel or 20 
feet up a tree – is about practicing faith in Christian community. Let's get out and grow together this 
summer! 

There are 2 opportunities to participate in Grow Day Camps in the LaGrange District: 
West Point UMC – June 5-9 
Newnan First UMC – July 17-21 

Watch Video  |  View Brochure  |  Register Here 

Visit the Camping and Retreat Ministries page of the Conference website for more information on 
other summer opportunities for youth! 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.ngumc.org/camp
http://www.ngumc.org/camp
https://youtu.be/0Vr-n-qCFTA
https://northga.brtapp.com/files/glissonfiles/grow-brochure.pdf
http://www.ngumc.org/growregistration


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Done In a Day: Children's Ministry Training Event 
March 18 

Each of North Georgia's 12 districts will host a morning training event for children's 

ministry staff and volunteers. The location for the LaGrange District is Newnan 
First. Learn more at www.ngumc.org/doneinaday 

 
 
Clergy Spouses Fellowship 
All clergy spouses in the LaGrange District are invited to Golden Corral in Newnan 
on Saturday, April 29 at 9am for a time of informal fellowship. 

 

 

 

Mar. 4 – Local Pastor Fellowship with DS, Golden Corral, Newnan, 9am 
Mar. 4 – Lay Servant Classes @ Warren Temple UMC, 9-3:30 

Mar. 13-16 – Cabinet Appointment-Making Session 

Mar. 18 – Lay Servant classes @ LaGrange First, 9-3:30 

Mar. 24 – Lay Servant Recognition Dinner, Moreland UMC, 6:30pm 
Apr. 1-8 – District Mission Team in El Salvador 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Nominations 

The District Nominating Committee will be meeting soon to approve the 

slate of officers for the upcoming conference year and fill vacancies on the 

various district committees.  Pastors are asked to submit names of laity 

from their churches who may be interested in serving.  Pastors may also 

nominate themselves, as committees are made up of both clergy and 

laity.  District Committees include:  Board of Laity, District 

Superintendency Committee, Nominations, Finance, Church Development 

Trustees, Ordained Ministry, and Strategic Growth. 

http://www.ngumc.org/!HQQSZs4K1zNr2AOU4gxnq--F61MH2w715zKzsfzfGYuqYunJBzSeH+yRZGaoroq5g


 

 
 

 

 
 

Please visit our district website at www.ngumc.org/lagr where you will find even more 

information about district and conference activities.  And “Like” us on Facebook! (The 

LaGrange District). 

You are welcome to post videos or information about events at your church on our 

Facebook page. 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers celebrating 

birthdays in March: 

5  -  Allyson Lawrence  17 – Jim Dixon 

6  -  Jimmy Hearn   22 – Stuart Greene 

7  -  John Turlington  24 – Jan Oglesbee 

8  -  Jairo Gay   25 – John Evans 

       Adam Roberts           Herb Flanders 

14 – Sungwon Nam 

http://www.ngumc.org/lagr

