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Cindy Hall – President 

Greetings, LaGrange District Women!  We started off 2017 with a 

lovely day at Newnan Chapel for our Mission u and Leadership 

training.  It’s always such a pleasure to be at Newnan Chapel, where 

they treat us royally and make us feel so very welcome.  Your district 

mission team has started planning and is setting some high goals for 

accomplishments this year. 

 The first thing I want to mention is that our Mission Focus this year 

will be UMCOR Layette Kits. This ties in to one of United Methodist 

Women 2017 – 2020 Social and Advocacy Issues, Maternal and 

Child Health - Life saving access and education that promotes well-

being. Items needed for the Layette Kits are listed below and all the 

information about the contents and how to package the kits can be 

found on-line, just Google UMCOR layette kits. 

We would like to encourage all units to make as many Layette Kits 

as possible, but to bring at least one kit to our Lenten Day Apart, 

March 18 at Fayetteville First so we can pray over and ask a 

blessing on them.  We can continue making the kits through the first 

week of June; at that time we will collect them and take them to 

Annual Conference in Athens on June 13 where the UMCOR trailer 

will be on hand to take them to be shipped to new moms all around 

the world. 

The other three social and advocacy issues are: Climate Justice - 

Life-giving stewardship that promotes sustainability, 

Criminalization of Communities of Color & Mass 

Incarceration - Protecting women and families by ending 

criminalization of people of color and Economic Inequality – And, 

of course, inequality is a women’s issue. 

Contents of the Layette Kit: 

 6 cloth diapers 

o Pre-folded or plain diapers only 

o No disposable diapers 
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 2 shirts 

o Undershirts or onesies 

 2 washcloths 

o Infant size only 

o No adult washcloths 

 2 gowns or sleepers 

 2 diaper pins 

o Must have protective plastic closures 

o No regular safety pins 

 1 sweater or jacket 

o Must open from the front 

o May be hand knitted, crocheted, or sewn 

o Hooded sweatshirts are acceptable 

 2 receiving blankets 

o Sizes may range from 28x28 inches to 32x32 inches 

o No crib blankets please 

 

I hope you  will encourage your unit members to engage and get 

involved this year to help United Methodist Women make a 

decisive impact on the lives of women, children and youth across 

the United States and throughout the world. 

May we keep a Holy Lent and come together for a worship service 

at Lenten Day Apart. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Cindy Hall 

LaGrange District President 

 

 

2017 

LaGrange 

District 

Calendar 

 

March 18  - 
Lenten Day 
Apart @ 
Fayetteville 
First, 9am-
noon 

 

June 13-15 - 
NGC Annual 
Conference, 
Athens 

 

June 14 - 
UMW 
Breakfast, 
Athens 

 

September 16 
- Faith, Fun & 
Everyone @ 
Pine Mountain 
First, 9am-
12:30 

 

October 15 - 
District Annual 
Meeting @ St. 
Mary UMC 
Hogansville 
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Nikki Williams – Vice President 

Happy New Year!!   

Many thanks to the women of Newnan Chapel for hosting our Mission “u” 

and Leadership Training on February 18, 2017.  There were various trials 

in the planning of the event but God’s grace and mercy always prevails.  

The Lent season has begun.  We should use our time to reflect on God and 

the wonders he has performed.  We should put away the stresses of the 

world and focus on enriching our relationship with God during this time.  

Once Lent is over we should continue to enhance our relationship and 

move closer and closer to God. 

We hope to see you all at Fayetteville First on March 18 as we celebrate 

Lent with our Lenten Day Apart program.  Registration begins at 8:30am 

with the worship service commencing at 9am.  Lunch will not be served 

after the worship service.  We also ask each unit to bring at least one 

layette kit.  You can find the instructions here 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-

Kits/Layette. 

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE FOR FAITH, FUN AND 

EVERYONE: September 16, 2017. 

Be Blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 North Ga 

Conference 

Calendar 

 

April 28-29 – 

Spiritual Growth 

Retreat – Rock 

Eagle 

 

June 13-15 - 

NGC Annual 

Conference, 

Athens 

 

June 14 - UMW 

Breakfast, 

Athens 

 

July 21-22 – 

Mission “u” – 

Ga Baptist Conf. 

Center – 

Toccoa, Ga 

 

October 7 - 

Annual Meeting 

@ Griffin First, 

Griffin, Ga 

 

November 1 – 

Leadership 

Development – 
Ousley UMC, 

Lithonia 

 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Layette
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies/Relief-Supply-Kits/Layette
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Benita Epps - Treasurer 

 

Our Supplemental Giving for 2017: 

January 1
st
 to March 31

st
 - 3

rd
 Quarter - Paine College, Augusta 

April 1
st
 to June 30

th
 - 4

th
 Quarter - New Bethlehem Community Center, Augusta 

July 1
st
 to September 30

th
 - 1

st
 Quarter - Murphy Harpst Children’s Centers, Polk 

County 

October 1
st
 to December 31

st
 - 2

nd
 Quarter - Clark Atlanta University, Atlanta 

 

March 23
rd

 is our 3
rd

 Annual Day of Giving to The Legacy Fund.  This is a day that 

we celebrate the dedication and foresight of our foremothers in mission as we lead up to 

our 150
th

 anniversary celebration in 2019!  The Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment 

to support the work of future generations of United Methodist Women.  Each Day of 

Giving gift will be matched dollar for dollar!  Write “The Legacy Fund” in the memo 

section on your check and date it March 23, 2017.   

Always complete a Remittance Form and mail it along with check made payable to 

LaGrange District UMW to: 

Benita L. Epps 

P. O. Box 968 

LaGrange, GA   30241 

(706) 333-1972 

Email – benitaepps@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

mailto:benitaepps@yahoo.com
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Nancy Ricciardi – Membership, Nurture and Outreach 

 

Why am I a member of United Methodist women? 

 

I heard a guy on the radio complaining about how women's groups march and protest but never 

really get involved in real worldwide problems.  My immediate thought was you obviously don't 

know anything about United Methodist Women (UMW).  I learned about our involvement in human 

trafficking at least 5-10 years before I ever heard it mentioned in the media.  The same can be said 

for most other women's issues worldwide.  I joined UMW when I was 21 years old following the 

example of my mother's involvement in WSCS, a predecessor organization of UMW.  Way back in 

those days I remember boycotting Nestle because of their push in 3rd world countries to use their 

infant formula.  Think about that for a minute.  How can using filthy water be better than breast milk? 

UMW disturbs my comfort zone on a regular basis but I'm a better person because of these 

disruptions.  Even more important, our world becomes a better place because of God's work through 

United Methodist Women.  Tell your UMW stories to other women around you.  They don't have to 

be Methodist to join your unit.  Encourage other units in your area and work together to make a real 

difference.  Become better informed by reading Response magazine and participating in the Reading 

Program.  We can tackle anything with God's help and direction.  Let's keep in mind that God's work 

has eternal significance and we are called to join this work daily.  

 

Nancy Ricciardi 

 

 

Tami Kemberling-Education and Interpretation 

 

As we begin the Season of Lent I am once again forever thankful for the gift God has given us in 

sacrificing His Beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased.   Our pastor preached on memories and 

what made us who we are.   Lent is the reminder of how we obtained hope and a promise and 

confirmation of the love of our Creator.  Following Jesus’ teachings, we as United Methodist Women 

attempt to connect and minister to those who need it most.   In doing this, we utilize our time, 

talents and resources by collectively promoting, teaching and ministering to others, as well as 

ourselves.   The books Half the Sky and Refuse to do Nothing inform us we are obligated to act.   

Through our Legacy giving we can help continue this ministry for future generations just as it has  
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been continued for us.   On March 23 memorialize or honor someone that made an impact in your 

life by giving to the Legacy Fund and on this day, funds will be matched.   Encourage the reading 

program and enjoy beginning a Book Club to discuss the education you are receiving.   There are so 

many ways in which to serve, find your way through prayer and self denial.   You will be amazed at 

the benefits you will reap.   I look forward to seeing you at Fayetteville First March 18 and at the 

Spiritual Growth Retreat April 28 at Rock Eagle.    May you continue to be receptive and productive 

with God's blessings.     

Tami Kemberling Education and Interpretation LaGrange District 

 

 

Paulina Dominique-Social Action 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ: 

      As we begin this New Year 2017, there are many social issues that affect us here and around the 

world. Since we can only be effective workers by narrowing the scope of our area of focus, the United 

Methodist Women have chosen for this Quadrenium four areas: Climate Justice, Economic Equality, 

Mass Incarceration, and Maternal and Child Health.  There is also a continuous focus on Human 

Trafficking. 

   Our LaGrange District leadership team felt we could be most effective focusing in one area for 

the next four years.  We all need to be better stewards of our environment, especially as a result Climate 

Justice is the area chosen for 2017. 

    There are some simple ways to get started: obtain a recycle bin from the County and recycle 

plastic, newspaper, beverage containers, change light bulbs to energy efficient bulbs, etc. We have a 

Biblical mandate to care for this earth: “The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof; the world, and 

they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1) Let’s get started, 

Many Blessings 

Paulina Dominique 

Social Action 

“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” 

(Micah 6:8b)  
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Program Resources-Shamonica Cannon 

Hello Ladies, 

 

The New Year has come in and it's time to get started with the reading program.  I encourage 

everyone to read from the reading program where your local UMW group can grow spiritually 

together.  There are several categories that you can chose from including Leadership Development, 

Spiritual Growth, Nurturing for Community, Education for Mission and Social Action.  Books are 

always available at all your district and conference events.  I also urge everyone to sign up for the 

sampler where you can get all the mission study books along with the prayer calendar.  Our next 

district meeting is just around the corner, so look for me to purchase your books.  Let's start 

reading!!! 

 

 

See you soon 

 

Shamonica C. 

Program Resources 

 

 

 


