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My Dear Friends,
I greet you in the name and Spirit of Jesus Christ who
makes us one! The Rome-Carrollton District has an excellent
reputation and some of the finest clergy and most faithful
congregations in the North Georgia Annual Conference. I
count it a privilege to minister and serve alongside you. The
best way for me to do that well is if over the next year you
give me an opportunity to know who you are and experience
your ministries.
If your church is celebrating a big milestone, let me
know. If your church has a fish fry or a BBQ to raise money
for missions, please let me know! I love to eat and would
welcome the opportunity to help bus tables or serve plates
with you. Let me know about your Wednesday Night Church
Suppers, your Bible studies, your campus ministries, your Choir Cantatas, your Great Days
of Service, and other gatherings you have.
I am interested in your churches, and I am also interested in you. I look forward to
breakfasts, lunches, and coffee with you. I want to hear about the highs and lows in your
life. I want to see pictures of your families and pets. I want to know what you do to have
fun and what you do to keep and develop your own spiritual health. Let me know when you
are available and I will find time to keep company with you.
While I enjoy opportunities to preach and am looking forward to doing that for you
from time to time, what I really hope to do this year is to hear you. I will randomly visit
your churches and when I come, know I am looking forward to hearing you preach, pray,
and give the benediction. I am happy for you to say hello, but have no expectation of leading. I really want to worship with you. Reach out and let me know how I can be helpful to
you and supportive of you.
In the meantime, you may want to know some things about me. I am a native of
LaGrange, Georgia. My mother’s side of the family has been on the same farm for many
generations. We raise beef cattle. Some weekends you can find me mending fences, clearing brush, and bush hogging. When I am not doing that I enjoy traveling, reading,
kayaking, walking, cycling, seeing movies, plays, and musicals.
As Bishop Sue said at Annual Conference last week, “I am a product of the small,
rural Methodist church.” I was baptized as an infant at Big Springs UMC on the MountvilleBig Springs Circuit where my parents attend. In college, I joined and served as the Youth
Director of Greenville UMC in Meriwether County. They sponsored and encouraged me as I
began the ordination process. I have a deep affection and appreciation for the vibrancy and
unique ministries of small, rural churches.
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I am a graduate of LaGrange College, Duke Divinity School, and Candler School of Theology at Emory. I guess you could say I have been steeped in Methodist schools. However,
that doesn’t mean I know everything. I often ask questions. Since my Commissioning, I
have served a variety of churches: Covington First UMC, Glenn Memorial UMC, Bethesda
UMC (now the Nett at Bethesda), and Eatonton First UMC. I have pastored small churches, large churches, suburban churches, urban churches, county seat churches. Every
church is uniquely poised to further God’s kingdom.
Enclosed in this newsletter is important information. Some of it will require a place on
your calendar or a response. Make sure to tend to RSVP’s and requests for information.
Other information in here is simply enclosed as a means of your continued edification. Do
with it as you feel led.
Know I looking forward to leading, learning, and living for Christ and his church
beside you. I am praying for a good beginning, deep friendships, and an amazing ministry
in our years together.
Grace and peace,
Jessica

Life and Hope
They are the topic of heartbreaking news
stories and devastating statistics. They are Georgia’s most viciously abused children. For them,
Murphy-Harpst, a non-profit residential treatment
center, is an emotional, spiritual, and physical safe
haven.

Murphy-Harpst Children’s Center
Special Offering
Sunday, July 21, 2019
Remember this year's Special Offering Sunday benefiting Murphy-Harpst Children's Centers
will be held on July 21st!
While the conference has designated this date, your church is free to select any Sunday that
works best in your schedule. Materials are being distributed to churches who have participated in the Special Offering Sunday in any of the previous three years; however materials
are available if your congregation would like to participate this year!
Supplemental handouts such as Informational Sheets and Newsletters are also available for
your church. Individuals may also give online at:
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/dayofgiving.
If you would like to request additional materials, or to find out more about getting involved
with Murphy-Harpst, please contact Claire Wood at cwood@murphyharpst.org.
Thank you for supporting the children at Murphy-Harpst!

Each summer a number of North
Georgia Conference clergy pack their
belongings and make the move to
their next appointment. To make
coordination easier, an official "move
day" is set by the Conference, historically a Thursday. The following
Sunday has been the first worship
service with their new congregation.
Beginning next summer, there will
be a new pattern for moves. The last
Sunday in June will be the final
Sunday of a moving pastor's current
appointment. The following Tuesday
is "Move Day." The first Sunday of
July is a Sunday off. The first day at
the new appointment will be the first
business day after July 4.
The clergyperson's first Sunday preaching will be the first Sunday after July 4th.
"We are grateful for our clergy who know and embrace our itinerancy, a sent ministry,
and their families who follow and plant their hearts and souls into the new communities of
faith," said Rev. Dana Everhart, director of the Center for Clergy Excellence. "We are
seeking to make the transition easier so that the family will have time to adjust and find
their way in the new home and community. We know that our congregations will embrace
this as they want the best start for pastor, their families, and the congregation."
In 2020, the schedule looks like this:

Annual Conference 2020
June 18-20, 2020 (Thursday-Saturday)
Moving Clergy's Last Sunday
Sunday, June 28, 2020

Children's Fall Retreat
Weekend # 1
Friday, Sept 6 - Sunday, Sept 8, 2019
Weekend # 2
Friday, Sept 13 - Sunday, Sept 15, 2019
Cost: $138 per person
($20 Deposit required)
Please Note: All checks should be made payable
to Camp Glisson and mailed to:
Camp Glisson
690 Camp Glisson Road
Dahlonega, GA 30533
If you have any questions or concerns about
registration please email Caroline Hale
at caroline@ngcrm.org or you may call the Camp
Glisson office at 770-864-6181.

ROCA DISTRICT CALENDAR

WEEKLY BREAKFAST SCHEDULE
Tuesday – Carrollton Area @ Courthouse Cafe 8:30 am
Wednesday– Douglasville Area @ Chapel Hill Country Club 12 noon
4th Tuesday – Rome Area @ Landmark 12 noon
July
1-5
8-12
10-17
12-21
15-18
21
29

District Office Closed
D.S. on Vacation
144th Union UMC Campmeeting
2019 Camp Meeting at Morrison Camp Ground
Pastor’s School at Epworth By The Sea
Murphy-Harpst Special Offering
District Trustees meet at parsonage 6:00 pm

August
5
District Finance meeting @ District office 6:00 pm
5
District Board of Laity @ District Office 7:00 pm
8
Carrollton Area Office Adm./Adm. Assistants Lunch at Olive Garden in Carrollton @ 11:30 am
12
ROCA DCOM Training at Trinity at the Well, Cartersville 10:00 am
14
Rome Area Office Adm./Adm. Assistants Lunch at O’Charleys in Rome @ 11:30 am
18-22 D.S. at District Superintendent School at Lake Junaluska
22-25 GA PAUMCS Conference at Faith UMC in Cartersville, GA
26
ROCA District Set-Up Meeting at Rockmart First gather at 6:00 pm, dinner served 6:30 pm

Wesley Heritage Tour with
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson

Clergy and Laity are invited to the February 3-13, 2020 Wesley Heritage Tour with Bishop
Sue and our Ordinands. This trip will cover Wesley's England and afford all who travel the experience of walking where the Wesley's walked and talking with those who live in the birth
place of Methodism.
For ordinands the cost is $3,198.00 and the Center for Clergy Excellence has scholarships
(Ordinands include all who were ordained over the last 3 years and have not traveled with the
Bishop previously). Please encourage these ordinands to go and grow with Bishop Sue. Your
encouragement means a great deal.
For clergy and laity the cost is $3,998. The cost includes airfare, lodging, and most meals.
There are scholarships for clergy and spouses as well.
This will be a great time to share with Bishop Sue and get to know her in a very personal
way. She is a grand host and guide.
The time is running out as the dead line is October. For more information and the Brochure
go to www.ngumc.org.

NAVIGATE
Unleashing the Leader in You
August 22-24
Navigate is an equipping event offered to help current and future leaders impact their
congregations and communities for Jesus Christ. Experience dynamic worship, powerful speakers and compelling workshop leaders. Enjoy a medley of equipping opportunities or explore learning tracks for Revitalization, The Small Church, Lay Pastors,
New Places for New People, Young Leaders and Conference Leaders. Invite your
colleagues to join you and mark your calendars for this can’t-miss event.

Join us at Navigate, August 22-24
at the Radisson Harrisburg
$199 registration price!
(Lodging and meals separate)
If you are unable to attend all three days you can register for
Saturday only for just $69!

CEUs will be available
Registration page:
https://www.susumc.org/navigate/
--

