Griffin District Newsletter
The Voice of the United Methodist Women

Behold, I am doing a new thing, now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.
Isaiah 43:19
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I want to take this opportunity to say a HUGE Thank You to each and
everyone of you for all the calls, emails cards, facebook posts, gifts, love and
prayers you all gave during my fathers’ illness and passing and my finding a
job. I really love working in Emory, and I work in many different areas of the
organization which keeps me going. I continue to ask for prayers for my mom
Virginia Wise, she had a very bad car accident on March 20th, she has two
fractured vertebrae in her back. No surgery was required and she is in Budd
Terrace at Wesley Woods for rehab. She is doing well but will have to wear
the body brace for 3 months until the fractures heal.
Spring is in the air and a promise of new things are around the corner so
what does that mean for us? There are many women throughout the Bible
who stepped out of the role of women and did a new thing. Mary the sister of
Lazarus spent time listening to Jesus’ teaching. Deborah was the first woman
judge and held her court under a palm tree. Ruth followed her mother in law
to a strange land so that she could take care of her. These are just a few
examples…. So what about you? What new thing can you do to make a
difference in God’s kingdom? This requires two things on our part.
1) Thinking outside the box!!
As times change so must we.
Remember not everyone likes to sit in a study room or work in a
flower bed, or even take care of children so a single mother can
work. Yet all of these things are special to someone. God gives
each and everyone of us special gifts that we must use to show his
love to others.
2) Understand that as times change so must we. Our Purpose is
just that OUR PURPOSE. How we fulfill that responsibility is
WIDE OPEN!!
So, Griffin District Women I challenge you to DO A NEW THING !! Once
you do please share them with the district by sending that information to
Linda Brown our communications coordinator.

“By sharing our FAITH we encourage HOPE in others, and by doing for
others we put our LOVE IN ACTION.”
Love and Blessings

Teresa Wynn, President
Griffin District United Methodist Women
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Treasurer’s Report

Ladies, it is my pleasure to begin my third year as your Griffin District Treasurer. The First Quarter
Griffin District Remittance to the Conference (covering Nov 1, 2012 through Feb. 28, 2013) totaled
$9,503.07. Very good. As I open each envelope with your Remittance Forms and checks, I marvel at the

ladies whose caring they represent and am proud of all of you. Channel One giving was $5,897.75 . You
also gave very generously to Murphy Harpst Children’s Centers (First Quarter Supplemental Giving)
totaling $1,016.26.

I thank you all for using the new Remittance Forms and getting reports/monies to me in a timely manner.
For a time, the pin orders were back ordered but seem to be ok now. Do be sure to use the appropriate
form for the $50 Memorials. One check for the total remittance is good; you do not need separate checks
for parts of the form.
The Lenten Day Apart offering was $134.05 and goes to the Christ Church Food Bank along with the canned
goods you brought.
Remember our reporting year for Annual Reports goes through July 31, 2013. Due to the timing of my

reports to the Conference, it is best for me to have that information by July 15. That includes
Minute Women, Candleburning, Rainbow Women, Five-Star, Five Star Plus Awards and Memorials.
Always feel free to call me at 770 957-6645 or email at bbouts2650@aol.com if you have questions. I often
learn from the questions you ask.
God Bless You All!

Jean Bouts, Griffin District Treasurer

Cookbooks for Sale

Highland's UMW has some great recipes just waiting for
you to try in their cookbook. All the recipes are from
members and their families and friends. There are over
300 different ones in all. You can own one of these books
or even purchase one as a gift for only $8.00. Contact
Debra Kelley (404-538-9864) or Margaret Varnom (770228-3862).
Margaret Varnom
Highland United Methodist Women, President
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This is worth a REPRINT!
Who Are We? What Do We Do?

When I attended my first Conference Leadership Development Training, Sue Raymond was our
conference vice president. The information which follows is Sue’s. As we end 2012 and begin to
think about 2013, let us be mindful of who we are and why we exist. I hope you will take a few
minutes not only to read this information, but also to think about how it relates to you as a United
Methodist Woman.

Our Purpose and Our Theme
Faith…


To know God through
o Bible Study, Prayer Calendar, Spiritual Growth studies,
o Call to Prayer & Self Denial, Spiritual Growth Event,
o Personal devotions [read the Bible through in a year – my addition]

Hope. . .
 To experience freedom as whole persons in Jesus Christ by
o Sponsoring and participating in Social Action Events,
o Attending officer update and leadership training,
o Stepping out of comfort zone, working with children and youth
Love…in Action!
 To develop a creative, supportive fellowship by
o Supporting fellow officers on district/conference team (birthdays, times of
joy and/or sorrow, help when needed)
o Supporting local UMW events, attending events, promoting
district/conference events
o Supporting missionaries & deaconesses (Brooks Howell Home supplies,
Asheville, NC, 828-253-6712)


To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the
church through
o Pledges, Rainbow Woman, Minute Woman, gifts in memory, baby
certificates, Special Mission Recognition pin
o Hands on projects at mission institutions, Wesley Walk for Others, UMW
Project Extend Work Experience [April 2013]
o UMCOR kits (birthing, school, health, sewing, bedding, layette, cleaning) The
information can be found on the UMW website.
o Using Prayer Calendar and corresponding with missionaries

Thanks to you, ladies of the Griffin District.
Mary Anne Brannon, vice president
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Hat’s Off….
UMW in Action!
The Griffin District was well represented in the Clayton County Public

School during Read Across America in honor of Dr. Seuss' birthday
which took place at West Clayton Elementary School in College Park,
Georgia.
The ladies from Riverdale First and Sacred Praise United Methodist
Church who volunteered were presented with certificates of
appreciation. The Pre Kindergarden through 5th grade students
enjoyed the books that were read to them in their classrooms.

Photographed - Left to right Thomas Johnson, Freddie Johnson, Frances
Brazier, Barbara Robb, Joan Wynn and Vivian Baldwin. Lorraine Ensley
not photographed.

UMW HANDBOOK - 2013-2016
(From Ann Jones, PRS)
The new UMW Handbook for 2013- 2016 is now available in e-book format.
It can be accessed at www.umwmissionresources.org at no cost. This ebook will not contain the UMW Constitution and Bylaws which are being
rewritten at this time.
Hard copies of the complete handbook will be published in late May or
early June for a cost of $12.50 each. I will have copies available to sell at
our annual meeting in October; however, if you wish to purchase a copy
sooner you may do so by calling 1-800-305-9857 or e-mailing
umwmissionresources.org.
It is my privilege to serve as the Program Resources Secretary for our
district. Let me know if I can be of assistance to you or your unit
(jones1641@charter.net ).
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Andrews Chapel United Methodist Women Conducts Mission Study on Haiti
5

On November 17, 2012 the UMW of Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church hosted a mission study on
Haiti. Alice Smith, a Griffin District facilitator, was the teacher and leader of the mission study.
Alice shared with us valuable background information on Haiti’s history, its culture, and the progress the
people are making after their devastating earthquake. She also shared a number of Haitian artifacts
with the group.
Alice talked about projects the greater United Methodist Church is involved in that directly affect the
Haitian people.
Among the many activities our church members were involved in on this day, these ladies set aside the
time to attend this very informative study on Haiti.
Plenty of sweet treats, drinks and snacks were available for everyone to enjoy.

Ruthie Moore, UMW
Andrews Chapel UMC
Jonesboro, GA
Rev. Wimbley Hale, Jr., Pastor

UPCOMING EVENT
MAY 3-4, 2013
SIMPSONWOOD CONFERENCE & RETREAT CENTER

The Spiritual Growth Retreat

The Mission Team is excited about this retreat because Bishop Violet Fisher will be speaking
at each session. If you have ever heard her, you know you will be blessed.
What better time to refresh and renew your spirit than at one of UMW's great weekend
events.
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS AVAILABLE. GO TO OUR WEBSITE
WWW.NGUMW.ORG.
No need to worry if your registration made it through the mail.

Griffin District’s Newsletter

April, 2013

Forsyth United Methodist Women……. IN ACTION!
(Forsyth Reporter News Article – courtesy of Diane Craine, UMW President and Judy Waldorf)

For about the last 20 years or so the women's group at Forsyth United Methodist Church has
hosted a Valentine's Day party for all of the special needs students in Monroe County schools.
No one seems to remember much about how the tradition started or how it has grown;
everyone involved is too focused on making this year a fun day to remember for all of the
invited guests.

The 14 women of the FUMC group, currently led by Diane Craine, planned this year's party for
about 180 students from pre-kindergarten through high school and their teachers and
paradors. They decorated the Methodist Church fellowship hall with red and pink helium-filled
balloons, banners, table cloths, and valentines at each place made with the help of the children
at FUMC preschool. They filled goody bags for each special needs student, including a stuffed
animal in every bag.
The guests were treated to a meal of hot dogs, baked beans, and trimmings with cupcakes for
dessert, served by Mary Persons High School Beta Club seniors. Cathy Stevick, FUMC
children's minister, coordinated the dance music for the party, which traditionally opens with
"Who let the dogs out?"
"They have the best time," said Lovena Trammell, who has helped with the parties for many
years. "We get as much out of it as they do. We're grateful they get to come." Another
highlight of the party is a puppet show by the 14 middle school and high school performers of
the FUMC FISH (Forsyth Is Serving Him) Stix creative ministry team led by Sherry Waldorf.
The team presented parodies on four popular songs for the party guests.
"Of all the performances we do, we look forward to this more than any other," said Waldorf.
"We look forward to not just performing but interacting."
Leslie Gavin, parent mentor, said many of the students eagerly anticipate the Valentine Party
from year to year.

Thank You

Diane and the Forsyth United
Methodist Women for your
commitment and service to the
Forsyth Community!
Your

LOVE IN ACTION
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Wesley Chapel United Methodist Women Events Update
Wesley Women are continously “Doing New Things” at Wesley Chapel.













Wesley Chapel was honored and excited to have had our District United Methodist Women
President, Mrs. Teresa Wynn and our Conference Vice President, Ms. Tryphenia Speed
worship with our during our 146th Church Anniversary Celebration!
We are still collecting canned goods, non-perishable items and meats to prepare boxes for
families in needs.
We had 11 women that attended the Mission Study at Jonesboro 1st UMC and 10 attending
the Lenten Day Apart Services at Christ United Methodist Church in Forsyth, Georgia.
In observance of American Heart Month, Wesley United Methodist Women wore red and
sponsored a free blood pressure screening after both worship services. Thank you Dr.
Tracey English for coordinating this event.
In Observance of Women History Month, Wesley UMW recognized and honored Mrs.
Catherine Williams with a plague and love tokens for being the first African American City
Council Woman in Henry County! Mrs. Williams is 85 years old, the mother of seven,
grandmother of fourteen and great-grandmother of thirty. Mrs. Williams was married to
the late Johnnie Williams for 47 years. Mrs. Williams reflects the scripture mentioned in
Proverbs 31:29….. “ many women do noble things, but she surpass them all.”
Eight young ladies were confirmed during Wesley’s recent Confirmation Services – the
United Methodist Women presented each girl with a love token.
The Wesley UMW will assist the Children’s Ministry in their preparation for their Easter
activities.
Finally for this edition…. Wesley UMW would like to invite each of you to their Annual Team
on Saturday, April 20,2013 – 3:00 p.m. Our theme for this celebration will be “Women on

the Battlefield – Doing a New Thing.”

Wesley’s attendees at recent District
events (Mission Study and Lenten Day
Apart Services)

Thank you Women of Wesley and Women of the Griffin District for your prayers and support!
Jennifer Johnson, President
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Griffin’s District Executive

Leadership 2012 Year End Event
Hosted by
Mary Anne Brannon

Mary Anne

With sincere thanks and appreciation for your
hospitality, the fellowship and delicious meal!

Griffin District Executive Leadership Team

Photos courtesy of Mrs. Freddie Johnson
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Griffin District Mission Study and Lenten Day Apart Service 9
Special Thanks and Appreciation
to Jonesboro First United
Methodist Women and the Church
Staff as well as the Workshop
Facilitators

A debt of thanks and gratitude is extended to the

Christ United Methodist Women and Church Staff
for hosting the Griffin District’s Lenten Day Apart
Services.
Special thanks to Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Rose-Tucker,
Cabinet Representative to the NGC UMW

Photos courtesy of Ms. Linda Brown and Ms. Priscilla Ammons
(Additional photographs will be featured in upcoming editions)
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Griffin District UMW Dates to Remember 2013

Just a reminder, the next
edition of the Griffin District
Newsletter will be published
on
August 1, 2013
Articles are due on or before
July 20, 2013

Thank you for your
cooperation!

January 5, 2013
February 2, 2013
March 2, 2013
March 17, 2013
April, 2013
April 13, 2013
May 3-4, 2013
June 1, 2013
June 8, 2013
June 11-13, 2013
July 18-20, 2013

Mailing/Contact Information

Linda Brown

Griffin District Communication Coordinator
443 Parkside Way
McDonough, Georgia 30253
Email address: brownlf@bellsouth.net

August 17, 2013
October 5, 2013
October 13, 2013
November 9, 2013
December 7, 2013

Executive Team (Griffin District Office)
Mission Study (Jonesboro First)
Social Action Event (Trinity-Atlanta)
Lenten Day Apart (Christ UMC –Forsyth)
Mission Work Experience (District)
Executive Team (Riverdale First)
Spiritual Growth Experience
(Simpsonwood Conference Center)
Wesley’s Speedway Walk for Others
20-30-40 Something (Monticello UMC)
NGC Annual Conference (Athens)
Cooperative Mission Experience
(Simpsonwood Conference Center)
Executive Team (McDonough First)
Conference Annual Meeting (Douglasville)
Annual Meeting (Griffin First)
Leadership Training (Jones Memorial)
Executive Team Celebration
(Hampton UMC)

**Please note REGISTRATION FORMS for upcoming events will be emailed**
Want to help us be green and save money?
You can receive the Griffin District
Newsletter via e-mail.
Send your email address and those of your
GRIFFIN DISTRICT
friends to the above e-mail address.

Griffin District Office
P O Box 13
Griffin, GA 30224

TO:

