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Yolanda Womack:  Introduction of Youth Without Borders 
 

Group four, whose name is Youth Without Borders, was given the task to find ways that congregations 
can create interesting programs for youth outside the church.  The scripture that led us in our research is 
1 Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young.  Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity.”  (New Living 
Translation). 
 

We looked on the United Methodist Church website as well as spoken with other churches outside the 
United Methodist Church,  about what is currently been done with their youths in their church and how, 
or if, they do outreach to those youths in the community that do not attend their church.   
 

Now Major will give you some statistics on why this back ground information is important.  
 

Major Warner: Statistical Overview 
 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38, NRSV) 
 

These two verses are especially true when we consider the salvation of the youth of our country and 
local communities here in Georgia. 
 

On a positive side, research shows that of the children who accept Christ as their Savior, 43% do so 
before the age of 13, and that number grows to 64% who receive Him before the age of 18.1 

 

But what these numbers do not reveal, is the need for the Good News to be told to those outside of the 
church walls, especially our youth.  Statistics show that nearly 80% of the people in our nation do not 
attend church regularly.2   
 

That means that only about 20% of our youth attend church. Additionally, only 18% of 19-29 year-olds 
attend church3 - that is a lot of children and young kids who may not have met or know Jesus Christ. 
 

Now consider these single-year facts about kids in our state of Georgia: 
 42,477 children and teens were arrested in 2012 alone 
 91 were killed by firearm in 2013 alone 
 And over 19,000 children and youth were reported as abused or neglected in 2013.4 

 

These numbers indicate that reaching our children, youth, and teens, especially those who do not 
currently attend church should be a priority for all Christians. 
 
Sources: 
1The Barna Research Group, Ltd. (www.barna.org) 
 

2Kelly Shattuck, “7 Startling Facts: An Up Close Look at Church Attendance in America,” (Copyright 2014 Church Leaders.com), 
https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/139575-7-startling-facts-an-up-close-look-at-church-attendance-in-
america.html 
 

3Nigel Barber, “The Blog,” Huff Post (Huffington Post Search) https://www.huffingtonpost.com/nigel-barber/have-americans-
turned-aga_b_1756788.html 
 

4 “Cherokee County, GA,” Factfinder, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/13/13057.html 
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Leticia Smalls-Spivey: The Dimensions of ‘No Borders’ 
 

 “What one generation tolerates, the next generation will embrace.”  John Wesley 
In today’s dynamically changing times, chaos, lack of afterschool programs, constant tension with elders, 
parents trying to balance work and family life, there is no better time than the present to reach out to 
our youth.   
 

We need to minister to the high percentage of lost youth, we need to meet them where they are, the 
same way Christ met us where we were.   We don’t have to create shock and awe, we want to create 
cost effective but exciting ways to keep them interested and to help build relationships.   
 

Youth Without Borders is group four’s brainchild, a concept and an idea to target the youth and 
introduce/re-introduce, them to the word of God, by thinking outside the box.    
 

Our goal is focusing on and creating interesting programs to attract youth outside of the church without 
regard to gender, ethnicity, age, orientation or denomination.  Our main priority is to give them a 
supportive community with people who have a common interest while teaching the word of God.  We 
want to give them a sense of individuality without being appearing judgmental. We want to create 
venues to show that: love: has no borders, Ideas: have no borders, friendship: has no borders and 
learning: has no borders.  
 

Because of technology, the youth may not be out and about as they used to.  However, they frequent 
various social media sites such as Facebook, Snap Chat, and Instagram, just to name a few.  In addition, 
they utilize various search engines to obtain an abundance of information. An internet café/meeting 
place is perfect for the youth keep up with the dynamically changing world of technology, socialize, 
communicate, read, research and broaden their horizons about God. 
 

Familiarity is a key factor for attracting the youth and spreading the word.  Youths are often enticed by 
peer pressure, but often at times-the wrong kind.  What a better way to spread God’s love and God’s 
word than through a friend?  The youth do much better job of inviting friends to an event instead of 
church.  Who can go wrong with the word of mouth? 
 

Give them a place to serve.  In some cases, they will care more about serving than membership.  Value 
them and their ideas. The youth will do and see things differently, their voices must be heard.  They 
must be loved, guided and treated genuinely. (http://ronedmondson.com).  
 

Serina Trueh: Attracting Youth to Church 
 

Widely known theological educator and sociologist Carol Lytch presents a well-researched study of what 
attracts teenagers to the church and what keeps them there. The research includes interviews of a 
number of teenagers and their parents from mainline Protestant, evangelical, and Roman Catholic 
congregations. Her book, Choosing Church, explores three factors:   Sense of Belonging; sense of 
Meaning; and, the Opportunity to Develop Competence, as effective ways in which congregations and 
parents can foster faith in teenagers that will help them value the church as a place to obtain identity, 
belonging, and growth.   
 
Giving youths a place to serve, and fostering an intergenerational environment, give them a sense of 
belonging- they want to make a difference - it gives them a sense of meaning; and it appears service  
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Serina Trueh: Attracting Youth to Church, continued 
 

may be the way for them to accomplish that. Youth group should be an opportunity to create and 
develop competence. A youth group is a place where your teenager can invite their unbelieving friends 
to hear the gospel; so they need to be mentored into developing skills and competences that will help 
them discover their spiritual gifts, inspire them to Christian action and service and give them the 
opportunity to assume leadership roles. 
 
Resources: 
1. Choosing Church by Carol E. Lytch. 
2.  Growing Young by Kara Powell, Jake Mulder, and Brad Griffin 
3.  5 Ways to Attract Young People to Church by Ron Edmondson 
 

Cindi Hicks: Survey Results - Sharing Ideas from Others 
 

One of the best ways to find out ideas that might work for you in your church and with your youth is to 
find out from others what worked for them in their church and with their youth.  We do realize that 
youth activities are not a “one size fits all” kind of ministry, but it is always good to have some ideas you 
can work with and alter to fit your program.  This is where many of you came into project.   
 

Since we, as a group, represent the North Georgia Conference we asked you what you had been a part 
of or had seen work in your churches.  You became a valuable resource that gave us many great ideas!   
We, as United Methodists, should be aware that there are resources in our Conference like Camp 
Glisson, but keep in mind that it is not just for “church kids”.  It can be a wonderful experience for all 
kinds of kids.  We also through our connectional system have access to resources like Sam Halverson, 
who is the Conference director of youth ministries.  He is available to all the North Georgia Conference.   
 

There are also tried and true events like a lock in.  But, how about putting a twist on it, and have a lock 
out?  This is where the youth participate in activities such as midnight bowling, a 24-hour Wal Mart 
scavenger hunt, and eating at a Waffle House.  Other ideas you may be familiar with include summer 
camp, Vacation Bible School, and youth rallies.   
 

But, what about Biscuits and Bibles?  This is where youth meet at a local place, like Bo jangles, before 
school for breakfast and conversation.  Or, how about a movie night?  But, at a park!  Another unique 
idea we found was glow – in – dark dodge ball game!  
 

I have found myself over the last few years being frustrated with youth travel ball teams and others that 
schedule games on Sundays at 11:00 AM.  One of our team changed my thinking about this from a 
frustration to a challenge.  Why don’t we take church to the field?   
 

The key to many of these ideas is to have them in public places.  Some place where you can get others to 
say “Hey, looks like they are having fun”, or “Wonder what’s going on over there?” 
 

But, above all, the most important aspect is to pray for the unchurched youth in your community.  Many 
of them may come from backgrounds that are not ideal.  They many not only come from broken single 
parent homes, but may also have abuse, drugs, or other issues that will take understanding and 
patience.  
 
Now Judy will summarize our presentation for us. 
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Judy Teasley: In Conclusion - Now What? 
 

Now that we have identified many ways that congregations can create interesting programs that attract 
youth outside the church – now what? Where do we start? We’d like to leave you with some additional 
information worth considering as you begin your efforts to reach the unchurched youth in your 
communities and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

According to an online article from the Billy Graham organization, the best thing we can do to help 
“churched” teens reach their “unchurched” friends for Christ is to help them to deepen the reality of 
their own experience in Christ.  
 

The research shows that kids are more likely to share their faith with their friends if they are strong in 
personal knowledge of the Bible. The more frequently they study the Bible, the more likely they are to 
be effective in reaching their friends for Christ. 
 

Acknowledge that ministering to unchurched youth can be frustrating . . .  
This is just part of the summary of characteristics identified online that churches should be prepared to 
encounter as they attempt to reach beyond their borders and transform unchurched youth into disciples 
of Jesus Christ.  

 

In short, unchurched youth may cause problems in your youth ministry and throughout your church.  
So be ready! Acknowledge and prepare for these possibilities before you begin programs to reach out to 
unchurched youth.  

 

Be mindful of the realities of serving unchurched youth  . . .  
The Urban Youth Workers Institute in Atlanta, offers these points to consider when making efforts to 
attract the unchurched youth in your community. 

                                                                                    
Recognize that there are characteristics of unchurched teens that must be acknowledged: 

 Few adult role models and are not quick to trust others.  
 Little to no relationship with God, rely solely on people 

 

To make a difference in the lives of teenagers we must begin to serve them just as called for in 1 
Corinthians 9:19. This means  

- Showing unconditional love    - Praying for them           - Not judging them                    
  - Providing programs that relate        - Listening to them            - Always telling them the truth 

 

The importance of leadership cannot be overstated: Ministry rises and falls on its leadership: Adult 
volunteers must be properly prepared and trained to deal with unchurched teens. 

 

Success is not likely in reaching any teens without guidelines and rules: 
They must be communicated on a consistent basis.   Rules and guidelines must be fair. 
Rules and guidelines are very important.            They bring structure and order.    
They must be visible and enforced.                     Consequences must be understood.   

 

Always stay mindful of Paul’s advice in Romans 12:10,  
“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Outdo yourselves in honoring one another” 
It will lessen the difficulty and help minimize any challenge! 


