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A Message From the District Superintendent 

“You will soon hear about wars and threats of wars, but don’t be afraid.  These 
things will have to happen first, but that isn’t the end….because of me, you will be 
hated by people of all nations.  Many will give up and will betray and hate each other.  
Many false prophets will come and fool a lot of people.  Evil will spread and cause 
many people to stop loving others.  But if you keep on being faithful right to the end, 
you will be saved.” 

                     Matthew 24:6, 9-13   Contemporary English Version 
 

 I have grown weary of war and fighting.  On this Fourth of July I will pause and 

give genuine thanks for those who fought war after war, conflict after conflict.  They 

have made it possible for me to live reasonably free in America.  I know what I possess 

came paid for through the blood of others.  I am deeply grateful for those men and 

women who today stand on the front lines for us around the world.  Yet, I long for a 

day in which we can live in peace in this world, respectful of each other. 

 I have grown weary of the conflict over homosexuality within the ranks of the 

church.  I am pained in heart to hear the dialogue currently raging within the church 

about division and separation.  I was present at General Conference in 1980 when the 

issue of homosexuality and the church first began to surface.   

 Honestly, I don’t know the solution to this complex issue.  I have feelings, incli-

nations, questions, and thoughts; but no solutions that “do no harm, do good,” are 

practical, viable and theologically sound.  All I know is that in the midst of everything, 

the charge of Christ to us is to love.  Unfortunately, I have seen all too often in the 

church that issues, projects, and getting our way become more important than caring 

about others (much less loving them) or even what would truly please God.  Love and 

respect of the other is lost on the altar of being right and in control.  Another words, it’s 

about us which is far from the self sacrificing love Jesus exemplified toward us. 
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 Jesus spoke these words just days before he was to be crucified.  You can hear 

the anguish of his words as he says people “will betray and hate each other…stop lov-

ing others.”  He loved us all the way to the cross.  So his words about endurance, “if 

you keep on being faithful right to the end…” ring loud in my ears.   

 I can’t stop the war or even offer the peace treaty, but I can do what may be 

even harder, continue to love people I don’t agree with or with whom I am disap-

pointed.  I have to man the oars of love and not just say I love my neighbor, my fellow 

church member who seems bent on only one way, and/or the person I don’t know by 

name but who obviously needs someone to care about them.  I have to be faithful to 

the love of Christ above and beyond everything else. 

So, if you are distressed and sore of heart over some of the current rhetoric, 

posturing, politics and more that are pulling at the fabric of the church we love; I in-

vite you to be faithful to what is at the core of our being as Christians, to love one an-

other.  Let us love the person regardless.  Let us remember that we never really know 

what pain, challenges, or disappointments lurk behind the eyes of those across from 

us. 

 So, regardless of what others are saying or doing, you love enough to reach out, 

enough to reach over, and maybe even reach beyond.  “If you keep on being faithful 

 

New Process for Clergy Evaluation 

This year the North Georgia Conference will be testing a new clergy evaluation  
Process. This will be done online through emails to the minister and SPRC Members.   
The process will begin August 1st with an email going out from the Conference to 
all pastors.  In the ROCA District, we are requiring all Full Time Pastors to participate. 
Please note that you must be using your conference email address to participate.   
 
If you are Part -Time and wish to participate in the new process, it is necessary that you 
let the District Office know. (For Part-Time Pastors not participating in the new 
online evaluation process–you will receive printed materials for evaluation. 
 
Please contact the District Office if you have any questions.  Those participating are  
reminded to pay attention to dates and be sure to respond by all deadlines! 
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We would like to welcome the following Clergy and their families to the  
Rome-Carrollton District. 

 
   
  O’Cion Rankin   Poplar Springs 
  David McKenzie (Janet)  Beech Creek 
  Blair Tolbert    Carrollton First, Associate 
  Rich Griffith    Chapel Hill 
  Donald Stevens (Heidi)  Waco 
  Keith Cox (April)   Hope 
  John Freeland (Linda)  Old Camp 
  Glenn Petero (Heather)  Mt. Nebo 
  Carl Ratliff (Hazel)   Pleasant Grove 
  Duane McManus (Judy)  Poseyville 
  Thomas Long (Carmen)  Powell Chapel 
  Lisa Dempsey (Jack)  Shepherd of the Hills 
  Doug Aultman (Clarinda)  Stripling Chapel 
  Sonny Moon (Sharon)  Tallapoosa First 
  Skip Mitchell (Pam)   Trion 
  Mark McLendon (Anne)  West Rome  
 
 
 
We would like to recognize the following Clergy who have already served in 

the  ROCA District but are moving to a new appointment in the District. 
  

  James Hannah   Aragon 
  Mike Stinson (Jan)   Mt. Pleasant/Livingston 
  Beverly Casstevens    Bethel/Hiram 
  Kevin Aronhalt (Dianna)  Mt. Tabor, Dallas 
   
   
   



 

 

 

LAY SERVANT CLASSES BEING OFFERED 

October 11, 18, 25, and November 1 

Bremen First UMC 

8:30 am until 12:30 pm 

We will be offering Lay Servant Classes (Basic and Advanced Course) on  
4 Saturdays beginning on Saturday October 11th with the final class  
being  November 1st.  All Classes will  be held at Bremen First UMC  

beginning at 8:30 am and end at 12:30 pm .  Your pastor will be given  
the registration forms at the Set-Up Meeting on August 10th.  

For more information you may contact James Wyatt  
at 770-834-6704 or  email him at jiwyatt4747@att.net  

 
LEADERSHIP UMC  

This is a program of the Conference Board of Laity which trains and  
develops emerging laity leaders throughout the conference. 

You can obtain information and/or applications from your pastor, our  
District Lay Leader, Cheryl Willoughby - cgwilloughby@hotmail.com  

or the District Office - rocangc@bellsouth.net  
2014-2015 dates include: 

   November 14-15, 2014 January 16-17, 2015 
   March 12-14, 2015  May 1-2, 2015 

 
Application Deadline is September 15th.  

 
 

MURPHY HARPST CHILDREN’S CENTERS 
Annual Day of Giving  

July 20, 2014 
Murphy-Harpst is a nonprofit organization that  

Provides abused children with behavioral therapy, 
healthcare, and educational services to give them a real 

chance at life. For most, Murphy-Harpst is their last 
hope after having failed in as many as 10 to 20 foster 

placements. Our  program is designed to heal the whole 
person with Christian nurturing and professional  

therapy.  Please give generously.  
 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR THE LAITY 

OF ROCA DISTRICT 



 

FOR ROME-CARROLLTON 
CLERGY 

 
Pastor’s School 

2014 United Methodist Georgia Pastor’s School is  
scheduled for July 22-25th at  Epworth By The Sea. This 
year’s topic is “Elements of Worship”.  The preacher this 
year is Rev. Mark Beeson and our faculty will be Dr. 
Marcia McFee. Pastors who attend will receive 0.5 CEU’s. 
Deadline to register online is July 14th.  For more information or to register go to  
www.georgiapasotsschool.org.  

 
 

ROCA District Set-Up Meeting 

Our Clergy Set-Up meeting will be held at Cedartown First on Sunday, August 
10th at 3:00 pm.  It is very important that you be in attendance at this meeting.  
  

 
 
Wesley Foundation at University of West Georgia  

The Wesley Foundation at The University of West Georgia is 
looking forward to welcoming all UMC students to get involved in 
our ministries.  If you have a student who will be attending the 
University of West Georgia, Please send names and emails to  
Rev. Karen Kagiyama at uwgwesley@gmail.com.   
 

 

HealthFlex Members 

HealthFlex Members are encouraged to take advantage of the 
Quest Diagnostics Blueprint for Wellness Screening. You can 
do this at no cost to you through July 31st.  You can register 
by phone 1-866-908-9440 or online at HealthFlex/WebMD.  
From there you will need to select “Quest Blueprint for  
Wellness”.  
 
 
2014 Annual Conference Journal 
You can order your 2014 North Georgia Journal online through August 1st at 
www.ngumc.org/journal.  The cost is $40 for the print version or $10 for a PDF 
download.   

mailto:uwgwesley@gmail.com


 

District Calendar of Events 
 

WEEKLY BREAKFAST SCHEDULE 
Tuesday – Carrollton Area @ Courthouse Cafe 8:30 am 
Wednesday– Douglasville Area @ Chapel Hill Country Club 12 noon 
 
JULY 
  8 Extended Cabinet 
17-19 NGC UMW Mission “U” @ Athens First Pre-School Building  
20 Murphy Harpst Special Offering  
21-25 Pastor’s School @ Epworth By The Sea 
25-26 Inquiring Candidate Group Mentoring Retreat 
 
AUGUST 
10 District Set Up Meeting 3:00 pm @ Cedartown First 
10 District dCOM Meeting 4:30 pm @ Cedartown First 
19 District Strategic Mission Team 6:00 pm at Hiram First-Dinner Served 
20 Sub-District Leaders Mtg. 12 noon at Pedros in Cedartown, GA. 
21 Charge Conference Training at Aragon UMC @ 6:30 pm 
23 Sexual Ethics Training @ Young Harris UMC 9:30-3:00 pm 
25 District Finance @ District Office 6:00 pm 
25 District Union @ District Office 7:00 pm 
 
SEPTEMBER 
  1 Labor Day-District Office Closed 
5-6 ROCA District UMW Retreat @ Shiloh Campground 
  9 Extended Cabinet 
  9 Provisional Material Due in OMS Office 
11-14 GA PAUMCS Conference at Greensboro UMC 
21 United Methodist Children’s Offering 
23 District Committee on Ordained Ministry @ Golden 9:00 am 
26-28 Conference UMM Conference at Rock Eagle 
30 District Superintendency Mtg. @ Pedros in Cedartown 11:30 am 
 
OCTOBER 
  4 Conference UMW Annual Mtg. at Bethlehem UMC in Bethlehem, GA.  
  5 World Communion Sunday 
11 Lay Servant Classes at Bremen 1st 8:30 am 
14 Extended Cabinet 
18 Lay Servant Classes at Bremen 1st 8:30 am 
19 Laity Sunday 
25 Lay Servant Classes at Bremen 1st 8:30 am 
26 Aldersgate Homes Offering 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER ONLINE  

If there are members of your congregation who are not receiving the news-
letter, please encourage them to sign up for it.  Go to the Conference at 

www.ngumc.org and go to the bottom of the page.  Click on “Subscribe 
Now”. You will be given the opportunity to sign up for several publications.  



   

  June 24, 2014 

    North Georgia United Methodist Church Family, 

    I am pleased to announce an upcoming United Methodist Men’s event.  

    The United Methodist Men have teamed up with the Gwinnett Braves to sponsor our “United Methodist 

Night at the Gwinnett Braves”.  Our event will take place on Saturday, August 9, 2014. The baseball game 

will begin at 7:05PM at Coolray Field.  

    Our hopes are that this event will offer each of us an opportunity to come together as a group and enjoy 

an affordable evening of baseball and fellowship with other United Methodists, their guests and of course 

the Gwinnett Braves.    

  We are offering you seating in field box seats for just $7.00 each.  

We have also invited children from the United Methodist Children’s Home to join us for the 

baseball game. If you would like to help us sponsor a child please mark the appropriate box 

on the order form.  You may make a contribution for any amount.     

      Tickets are on sale until July 25, 2014 when we will submit our order to the Braves. There will be no 

tickets sales after this date.  Ticket purchases are non- refundable at this point with the exception of the 

rain policy outlined below.   

     You will receive a confirmation telephone call or e-mail confirmation from the United Methodist Men’s 

office once your order is received. Tickets can be picked up from a special “UMM will call” table on game 

day that will be located outside the main gate of the stadium.  Ticket pickup will be available from 5:30PM 

until 6:55PM.  After this time any unclaimed tickets will be disposed of.  

     Parking at Coolray Field is $5.00 per car and $10.00 per bus (takes up two spaces). You will need to pay 

for parking when you enter the stadium parking lot. Please view the attached order form to order your tick-

ets.                                    

Please fill out the order form and return with your check made out to the United Methodist Men to:  

  United Methodist Men,  
  PO Box 450646,  
  Atlanta, GA  31145 
 

Credit card purchases can be made at: http://www.ngcumm.org.    If you have questions concerning the 

ballgame please contact me at: 404-909-8250 Ext. 314  or 770-564-2296  robert.kopp@ngcumm.org or 

braves@ngcumm.org                                                                                                                          

   Please indicate on the order form if handicapped seating is required for anyone in your 

group.  

 

 

Robert Kopp 
4434 Dunriver Drive 
Lilburn, GA 30047 

http://www.ngcumm.org
mailto:robert.kopp@ngcumm.org

