
705. Resolution for Action by the General Board of Church and Society 1 
 2 

Whereas, the General Board of Church and Society is tasked with identifying legislation which 3 
impacts American Indians, and develop communications advocating for the obligation of the 4 
United States on its treaties with American Indians, 5 
And whereas the Social Principles, ¶ 162A, Adopted 2016 affirms the sacredness of American 6 
Indian people, their languages, cultures, and gifts to the church and the world. 7 
And whereas the Social Principles, ¶ 162A, Adopted 2016 affirms that Government and religious 8 
institutions intentionally destroyed many of our traditional cultures and belief systems, and the 9 
Doctrine of Discovery facilitated a climate of hostility and genocide. Genocide became a tool of 10 
greed and a response to fear. While attempting to erase Native people from existence, traditional 11 
cultures, rituals, and languages also fell prey to acts of genocide. 12 
And whereas treaties are regarded as binding, sacred, and enduring texts by American Indians 13 
and Alaska Natives, comparable to the US Constitution and Bill of Rights, we acknowledge it is 14 
disturbing that the US government ignored its trust responsibilities by violating treaties and other 15 
promises. 16 
And whereas, The United Methodist Church must act on its affirmation that American Indian 17 
sovereignty: 18 

• is a historical fact, is significant, and cannot be disregarded in favor of political 19 
expediency; 20 

• American Indians have a right to self-govern; 21 
• preserves culture, land, religious expression, and sacred spaces; and 22 
• ensures survival of Native People. 23 

And whereas, if The United Methodist Church desires to move forward on a journey of 24 
repentance, reconciliation, and healing with all Native Peoples, we must acknowledge the 25 
rightful descendants of the original inhabitants of the area known as the state of Georgia,  26 
And whereas, we call upon the General Board of Church and Society to support legislation that 27 
will provide for a legal course of action when sacred sites are affected by governmental action,  28 
And whereas, the state recognized tribal members are forbidden by federal law to produce 29 
artistic works and crafts as made by Native Americans, 30 
And whereas, without federal recognition tribal members are prohibited from reclaiming human 31 
remains and ritual objects rightfully belonging to the state recognized tribes. The tribes cannot 32 
care for graves of their ancestors without special permission from the land owners and/or county 33 
and state governments. This is a call to commit to Restorative Justice for tribes in the state of 34 
Georgia.  35 
Therefore, we call upon the General Board of Church and Society to communicate with the 36 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, declaring that the position of the North Georgia Conference 37 
of The United Methodist Church is to support federal recognition of the Georgia Tribe of Eastern 38 
Cherokee and other state of Georgia recognized tribes with pending applications. 39 
The Rev. Dr. Rebecca D. Jones, CONAM Chair 40 
becki.jones@ngumc.net 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 

179

mailto:becki.jones@ngumc.net



