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706. Resolution to Support Native American Sovereignty  3 
 4 
Whereas the government and the Christian Church have historically participated in the cultural 5 
genocide of the original inhabitants of this land, 6 
 7 
And whereas, in 2009, President Obama pledged to Native people the United States' support of the 8 
"Declaration of Indigenous Peoples."  9 
And whereas, treaties are regarded as binding, sacred, and enduring texts by American Indians and 10 
Alaska Natives, comparable to the US Constitution and Bill of Rights and it is disturbing that the US 11 
government ignored its trust responsibilities by violating treaties and other promises, 12 
And whereas, nearly two centuries have passed since the infamous Trail of Tears attempted to 13 
force removal of these indigenous peoples to a land west of the Mississippi River, 14 
 15 
And whereas, the State of Georgia and the Federal Government have been complicit in denying 16 
the existence of the descendants remaining within the borders of this state, 17 
 18 
And whereas, there are 42,316 Native Americans living in the state of Georgia which is .4% of 19 
the total population and 32nd highest among all states, 20 
 21 
And whereas, since the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement and the establishment of the 22 
American Indian Movement (which advocated for sovereignty and rights for all Native Americans), 23 
the State of Georgia has made some progress in the treatment of these peoples by recognizing the 24 
descendants of those who managed to stay behind, likely by hiding or intermarrying with white 25 
settlers, by the establishment of three recognized state tribes. They include the Cherokee Indians 26 
of Georgia, the Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee, and the Lower Muscogee Creek Tribe, 27 
 28 
And whereas, we affirm that American Indian sovereignty: 1. is a historical fact, is significant, and 29 
cannot be disregarded in favor of political expediency; 2. American Indians have a right to self-govern; 30 
3. preserves culture, land, religious expression, and sacred spaces; and 4. ensures survival of Native 31 
People, 32 
 33 
And whereas, The United Methodist Church reaffirms its support for tribal sovereignty and commends 34 
the following guidance that acknowledges and affirms American Indian sovereignty as a significant fact 35 
that cannot be ignored or disregarded. American Indians have a right to self-governance, 36 
And whereas, one of the Georgia State Recognized Tribes, the Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee, 37 
applied for Federal Recognition in 1993 but through technicalities in the Bureau of Indian Affairs and 38 
federal government, a favorable ruling is still being withheld, 39 
 40 
Therefore, be it resolved the North Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church declare its 41 
commitment to social justice for all ethnic groups including Native Americans by authorizing Bishop 42 
Sue Haupert-Johnson and North Georgia Conference to send a letter of support for and urging the 43 
approval of the petition for federal recognition for the Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee to President 44 
Joe Biden and Cabinet Secretary and head of the Interior Department Deb Haaland, and that this be done 45 
immediately following the close of the 2022 Annual Conference session. 46 
 47 
The Rev. Dr. Rebecca D. Jones 48 
Chair, CONAM 49 
 50 
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