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Deaconesses and Home Missioners (DHM) are laywomen and laymen who are called by 
God to be in a lifetime relationship in The United Methodist Church for engagement with a full-
time vocation in ministries of love, justice, and service. Together we form a covenant community 
that is rooted in Scripture, informed by history, driven by mission, ecumenical in scope, and 
global in outreach. 

Deaconesses and home missioners function through diverse forms of service directed toward 
the world to make Jesus Christ known in the fullness of his ministry and mission, which mandate 
that his followers: 

• Alleviate suffering; 
• Eradicate causes of injustice and all that robs life of dignity and worth; 
• Facilitate the development of full human potential; and 
• Share in building global community through the church universal. 

Our call is a daily mandate to make sure all have a seat at the table. 
Despite the challenges of COVID, we are continuing to grow!  In 2020, we welcomed 

five new Deaconesses to the six active North Georgia DHM along with one transfer bringing our 
total number to 12.  This year we added one Home Missioner and we have one candidate in 
process.  Our professions are diverse: administrative services, computer/IT, food bank operation, 
environmental health specialist, discipleship development, pediatric occupational therapist, 
college professor, Stephen minister, mission specialist.     

 
Nationally our current numbers as of February 1, 2022 are: 

Deaconesses:  Active – 195, Retired – 111 
Home Missioners:  Active – 10, Retired - 1 
Home Missionaries:  Active – 5, Retired - 90 
D/HM Candidates – 54 (Home Missioner – 15, Deaconess – 40) 
 

COVID ushered in a time of Zoom-based meetings where the DHM Community was able 
to strengthen our bonds.  Many of us connected weekly to explore current social justice issues 
and to offer each other spiritual support.  Others met in focused groups to collaborate together.  
As a result, in November 2021, DHM from the US met virtually with DHM in the Philippines for 
the first time, building a global community.  In February 2022 the Order held our first-ever 
Virtual DHM Racial Justice Summit to continue our education and work towards being 
interculturally competent and anti-racist.  Jeff Fuller, our conference’s newest Home Missioner, 
was part of the organizing committee and brought Rev. Dr. Brian Germano and Rev. Dr. Yvette 
Massey to the table as a presenter and keynote speaker respectively.    
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