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But whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant….just as the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to serve.  

Matthew 20:26b, 28a  
 

How are we doing? 
 

The last several months gifted us with opportunities for re-assessment - personally, familiarly, 
and connectionally. What worked? What didn’t? Then, what can we do better? These are 
meaningful questions that can guide future choices and make us all more effective.  
 
Jesus reminds us to put our answers to questions such as these in context, however. He gives us 
a “frame” of understanding; that frame is servanthood. He didn’t just teach it, he lived it, and 
died because of it. As we assess ourselves and others, the most important factor is actually 
servanthood. Am I being a servant for Christ? Does my servanthood lead the way?  
 
Servanthood is the picture of our love for Christ, worthy of remembrance! How are you doing? 
One option you have for growing in your servanthood is our “Lay Servant Ministries”. This 
ministry provides a pathway for education and increased opportunities for service in the local 
church, the district and the Annual Conference.  
 
We have a new District Lay Servant Director, Jeanie Enyart, who has planned several 
opportunities for this fall. Jeanie is a dedicated servant of Christ at Barnesville UMC, and has 
put her heart and skills into assuring that servanthood is central to our practice. Check it out. 
 
Serving with you, 
 
Susan 
 
 



 Lay Servant Ministries 

All current and future Lay Servant course registrations will be completed 
through the Conference website.  The SouthWest District is offering the 
following in-person classes this fall, but there are other online classes 
available.  You can find all the details and registration information at the 
following link:  https://www.ngumc.org/courseschedules 

 
Discover Your Spiritual Gifts, Sept. 11, 18, 25, and Oct. 2; 9:00 am - Noon 
Instructor: Rev. Jairo Gay @ Louise United Methodist Church, LaGrange 
  
Leading Worship, Sept. 11, 18, 25, and Oct. 2; 9 am - noon 
Instructor: Rev. JoAn Kinrade @ Sunny Side United Methodist Church, Sunny Side 

Basic * (requires pastor’s approval), Oct. 9, 16, 23; 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Instructor: Mrs. Jan Sherwood @ Milner United Methodist Church, Milner 
  
United Methodist Heritage, Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; 9:00 am - Noon 
Instructor: Rev. Woody Roberts @ Barnesville First United Methodist Church  

Called to Preach, Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; 9:00 am - Noon 
Instructor: Rev. Dr. Cyndi McDonald @ Barnesville First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Charley Reeb will be the guest lecturer on October 16. He is the editor of the 2022 Abingdon 
Preaching Annual and the author of several books including That'll Preach! 5 Simple Steps to Your Best 
Sermon Ever (Abingdon Press). 

 

Lay Servants are reminded that in order to be approved, you must submit a Lay Servant Annual Report 
through Data Services prior to your Charge Conference.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Church of Excellence in 
Mission 

Recognizing Churches Excelling in Mission 

Submission deadline is January 31, 2022 for FY 2021 

mission. 

For information on how your church can become a 
Church of Excellence go to 

https://www.ngumc.org/churchofexcellenceinoutreach  

then contact Scott Parrish at 

 scott.parrish@ngumc.net or 678-533-1374 

 

 

https://www.ngumc.org/courseschedules
https://www.ngumc.org/churchofexcellenceinoutreach
mailto:scott.parrish@ngumc.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conference Covid Update: 
In recent days, a number of counties in our state have seen increases in COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations, and deaths. This has prompted the CDC to update its guidance to encourage 
wearing a mask indoors in public if you are in an area of substantial or high transmission. 
 
"Please know we are still in a pandemic and, according to public health experts, if you aren't 
vaccinated you are at dangerous risk," said Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Rev. Scott 
Parrish. "Monitor your local situation closely and continue to use best COVID-19 practices. Areas 
with high numbers of unvaccinated people will likely result in hyperlocal outbreaks." 
 
Church leaders are encouraged to continually review your plans for in-person gathering considering 
the most current CDC guidance, local guidance in your area, consultation with your Health and 
Welfare team, and your context and membership.  
 
Find the most current CDC guidance at: 

 Vaccine information: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
 Guidance for those who are fully-vaccinated: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html  

Find county-level risk assessment at: 

 Global Epidemics website: https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ 
 CDC website: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view 

COVID-19 Resource Hub  

 

SouthWest District Set Up Meeting 
Sunday, August 15, 3:00pm @ Thomaston First UMC 

OR 
Thursday, August 19, 10:00am @ Fayetteville First UMC 

 
Because of current Covid conditions, a Zoom option is being added. 

Pastors, be on the lookout for details in an email that will be sent to you on 8/4. 
We will also ask that masks be worn at the in-person gatherings. 

 
All appointed pastors should plan to attend and must notify the District Office by 8/11 of 

their preferred date. 
The Lay Leader from each church is also invited to attend. 

 
Light refreshments will be available 30 minutes prior to the start of each meeting.   

 
 

https://www.ngumc.org/covid-19-response-resources 
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.ngumc.org/covid-19-response-resources


Charge Conference Information 
2021 Charge Conferences will once again be held via Zoom in small groups on Sunday afternoons 
October 17, 24, and November 7.  Schedules have been emailed to all pastors.  More details will be 
provided at the Set Up meetings taking place on August 15 and August 19.  Following these meetings, 
information will be posted on the Reports Due page of the District website 
(www.ngumc.org/southwest).   

 
In preparation for the Charge Conferences, there will be a Charge Conference workshop held at the 
District Office (430 W. Poplar Street, Griffin) on Thursday, September 2 at 6:00pm.  A zoom option will 
also be available at that same time.  To make a reservation or request the Zoom invitation, contact 
Denise Wilson in the District Office.  At the workshop, the format for Charge Conferences will be 
reviewed and Denise will walk participants through logging into Data Services and completing all 
required reports.  Please note that there are some new reports this year! Denise can be contacted at 
southwest@ngumc.net or 770-227-1074. 

 
 
 
 

Want to TACO 'BOUT your ministry with a great group of kidmin practitioners over chips and 
salsa?  You are invited to meet together on August 26th at 6:00 p.m. at the La Hacienda in Newnan on 
Bullsboro Drive.  DeDe Reilly will be bringing the Irrational Taco Tour to us that evening.    The Irrational 
Taco Tour is the brainchild of DeDe Reilly, based on the book Irrational Kindness, The Crazy Pursuit of 
Extraordinary Life by Kevin Williams.  On August 26th all Children’s leaders in the SWNGUMC are invited 
to   meet over a table for tacos to encourage and share how to live out the life of an irrational disciple 
who has a platform, a local church, and influence to push through, grow resilient muscles, and make 
some noise for Jesus in their hometown.    If you have any questions or to RSVP email Jeanne Jones, 
District Children’s Ministry Coordinator at jeanne@lagrangefumc.org.   Hope to see you on the 26th! 

 
 

 

Children’s Ministry News 

http://www.ngumc.org/southwest
mailto:southwest@ngumc.net
mailto:jeanne@lagrangefumc.org


 
All UM Men in the SouthWest District are encouraged to participate in this virtual district event 
on August 21.   
 

                             
 
Information on other men’s events, including a national men’s gathering on August 28, can be 
found at www.ngcumm.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disaster Response Chainsaw Training                     
August 14 
Milledgeville First UMC will host a Disaster Response Chainsaw Training on August 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Trainer is Thom Shores. To register go to the Milledgeville First UMC webpage, and scroll to 
the bottom of the home page. Complete the information at “Reach out to us.” Note that you are signing 
up for the Chainsaw Disaster Training. Call Steve Chapman at 478-451-9114 with any questions. 
 

Mission Insite Training 
August 18 
The Center for Congregational Excellence will offer Mission Insite training August 18 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. MissionInsite is a demographics program available to North Georgia Conference churches that 
provides you with instant access to community information. You’ll get desktop, web-based access to 
demographic data for a variety of geographic levels. Discovering your church’s ministry opportunities 
has never been easier! 
REGISTER 

Educational Opportunities and Resources 

Opportunities for Men in the  
SouthWest District and North Georgia 

Conference 
 

http://www.ngcumm.org/
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=8144fa6a9c&e=8bc269b7b2
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=6696fc5108&e=8bc269b7b2


 

Early Response Team Training 
August 21 
An UMCOR ERT Training will be held at Northside UMC, Atlanta, on August 21 from 8:30AM-4:30PM. 
Register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0444abab2aa2fc1-early. All interested individuals 18 
years old and up are welcome. If you have questions please contact the Northside Disaster Response 
team leader Mark Brown at JMark.Brown@Yahoo.com. 
 
Clergy Gathering 
NEW DATE 
North Georgia Conference clergy are invited to a Clergy Day Apart, now scheduled for October 14, at 
Glisson Camp and Retreat Center. Please check your ngumc.net email for information. (This takes the 
place of the meeting originally scheduled for August 12.) 
 
 

What You Really Need to Know about Housing Allowances (sponsored by 
Discipleship Ministries) 

 
DATE: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. CDT 

PRESENTERS: Ken Sloane & Bryan Mills 
Each year when we do the special clergy tax webinar, we get more questions about the Housing 
Allowance than any other topic. And the questions come not just from clergy, but from Finance 
Committee members, Treasurers, and SPRC chairs as well. So for the first time, we are going to 
offer a webinar for laity and clergy to help churches better understand this special provision 
and how it can be a blessing to everyone! Join Ken Sloane, Director of Stewardship & 
Generosity and his guest Bryan Mills, General Counsel for the General Council on Finance & 
Administration (GCFA), as we try to bring clarity to an often confusing topic. 
 
Something new: we will be offering an opportunity to send in questions ahead of time with 

your registration!                 Click here to register for this webinar. 

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=3bf96ea9bf&e=8bc269b7b2
mailto:JMark.Brown@Yahoo.com
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=f4121e1128&e=8bc269b7b2
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M8ts5ZLPSi-6cP_uq_SjEg


 

Three Popular Worship Planning Tools 
   

Fall will be here soon so now's the time to prepare for 

worship services for the coming year. Ministry Matters lifts 

up three popular tools for pastors and music directors:  

The United Methodist Music & Worship Planner, 

Prepare! An Ecumenical Music and Worship Planner, and 

The United Methodist Worship Planning Calendar 

The two music and worship planners are all-in-one resources that help you plan the worship 

services for each Sunday and holy day of the year. 

 

LEARN MORE  

 

 

 
August 3 -  District Union Meeting, District Office/Zoom, 6:00pm 
August 8-10 – Cabinet Meeting 
August 15 – Set Up Meeting, Thomaston First UMC, 3:00pm 
August 17 – DCOM Training, Zoom, 10am – 12 noon, (pre-registration required) 
August 19 – Set Up Meeting, Fayetteville First UMC, 10:00 am 
August 31 – District Strategic Planning & Church Development Committee meeting, Zoom, 
5:00pm 
September 2 – Charge Conference Workshop, District Office/Zoom, 6:00pm (make reservations 
through District Office) 
 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers celebrating birthdays 
in August: 
 
1  -  Dalton Richardson   21 – Alphonso Smith 
4  -  Debbie Linnell   27 – Mark Burgess 
15 – Lynn Peters            Cyndi McDonald 
16 – JoAn Kinrade   29 – Elaine Crawford 
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