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Overview
● Purpose:

Educate/inform church members regarding current issues in the UMC that are driving changes in affiliation 
between Traditional Orthodox Methodists and Progressives

● Desired Outcome:

Church members will be prepared to make an informed decision regarding our CFUMC Affiliation, as the split
accelerates across the UMC, so we may firmly establish the vision for our future consistent with our common
and shared profession of faith

POINT OF REFERENCE: There are more than two “groups” within the 
UMC, and the vast majority of those in the UMC (i.e., Centrists) do not 
identify fully with either of these two ideological extremes.

Informed = based on an understanding of 
the FACTS (not opinion, conjecture, 
politics, predictions, or motives).POINT OF REFERENCE:  There were approximately 100 churches that chose to 

disaffiliate from the UMC last year in the U.S., some on either side of the 
ideological divide, which represents 3/10 of 1% of the 31,000 churches within the 
UMC.   This year in N.G. and to be voted on at Annual Conference, 70 churches 
have requested disaffiliation.  These churches represent 3% of the N.G. 
Conference membership (340,000 members, total).  Note that 67 of these churches 
have less than 100 average worship attendance, and 49 are served by part-
time/local pastors.  The largest church has 1800 members, the smallest 3 
members.  Half of these churches have fewer than 30 in average worship 
attendance.
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Thesolution

Split into two or more  
separate  
denominations

Why?

NOTE:  No UMC has to vote to “split”
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Protocol and General Conference
• GENERAL CONFERENCE HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO 2024.

• THE PROTOCOL FOR RECONCILIATION AND GRACE THROUGH SEPARATION CAN BE PASSED ONLY AT
GENERAL CONFERENCE.

• PARAGRAPH 2553, WHICH ALLOWS CHURCHES TO DISAFFILIATE FROM THE UMC, EXPIRES ON 
DECEMBER 31,  2023. THAT DATE CANNOT BE EXTENDED BEFORE IT EXPIRES.

• THE NORTH GEORGIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE MUST VOTE ON CHURCH REQUESTS FOR 
DISAFFILIATION BY JUNE 2023

• 71 NORTH GEORGIA CHURCHES HAVE BEGUN THE PROCESS TO DISAFFILIATE AND MANY MORE ARE
EXPECTED TO FOLLOW LATER THIS YEAR….WHY?

PARTIAL FACT.  The NGC could call a special conference to 
address requests until 2553 expires on December 31, 2023.

FACT.  There are 787 churches and approximately 340,000 members in the NGC.  The 70 churches who have requested that 
a church conference be called with their DS only represent approximately 3% of the NGC membership.

OPINION.  
NOT 
FACT.  
Many = a 
large 
number, 
typically 
the 
majority.

FACT

FACT

FACT
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THE UMC is divided by two major perspectives
Traditionalist

● Historic interpretation of the Bible

● Does not believe in culturally redefining the Bible

● Beliefs align with the current UMC Book of
Discipline

Progressive
● Includes a wide range of interpretation and 

theological ideas (may believe in a few, many, or all 
views listed)

● Range from moderate to strongly progressive

BOTH GROUPS BELIEVE THEIR VIEW ISTRUE TO THE GOSPEL

By its own language, “interpretation” is involved.
FACT:  No one can take the entire inspired Word of God and interpret it 
infallibly.   There always have been, and always will be, disagreements 
over matters of interpretation.  (Note: slavery, women in leadership, 
divorce/remarriage, and now LGBTQ+)

All people not defined as “traditionalist” are grouped together into 
the “Progressive” bucket in this presentation.  This 
characterization skews and improperly frames the discussion, and 
OF COURSE it leads to the “wide range of interpretation and 
theological ideas” presented.  The truth is that everyone falls on a 
spectrum to some degree, and the vast majority are near the 
center, TOGETHER (see below).

Traditionalist
Far Right

Moderate CentristProgressive
Far Left

Moderate

“US”“THEM” EVERYONE ELSE  
(i.e., Centrists, the Majority)

NOTE:  NOT ALL OF THE UMC IS DIVIDED.

QUESTION: so why would a traditionalist vote to leave the UMC?

Interpretation = the action of explaining the meaning of something  
Redefine = to define differently than previously defined.
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QUESTION. Aren’t most
UMC churches like this?



▪ ▪Hold  
traditional  
views, but  
support same
sex marriage in  
the church &  
ordination of
practicing  
homosexuals

▪ No virgin birth ▪Jesus' death on  
the cross is not 
necessary as 
atonement for sin

▪Bible is a 
metaphor

▪Believe in 
Universal Salvation 
(Jesus is not the  
only way)

▪Do not believe in 
bodily resurrection 
of Jesus

NOT ALL BELIEFS ARE SHARED, BUT ALL BELIEFS ARE ACCEPTED

Wide Range of Progressive Beliefs

▪ Not all parts of 
the Bible are 
relevant in 
today’s culture

POINT OF REFERENCE: There are no cites or sources provided to support these “beliefs”/assumptions.
FACT:  These “beliefs” are not supported nor found within the doctrines of the UMC.
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Wide Range of Progressive Beliefs

NOTE:  Not ALL “Progressives” hold non-traditional 
views, nor do all progressives and centrists support 
same-sex marriage, ordination.  

▪ ▪Hold  
traditional  
views, but  
support same
sex marriage in  
the church &  
ordination of
practicing  
homosexuals

NOT ALL BELIEFS ARE SHARED, BUT ALL BELIEFS ARE ACCEPTED
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United Methodist Beliefs
From The Articles of Religion of the Methodist Church
The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church — 2016

https://www.umc.org/en/content/articles-of-religion

• There is but one true God.

• Jesus, Son of God, took human form through virgin birth.

• Christ was sacrificed, died, and was buried as atonement and satisfaction for man’s sin - there is no 
other satisfaction for sin but that alone.  

• Christ rose from the dead.

• Bible contains all things necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man that it should be believed as an article of faith, or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation. 

• Sin is in the nature of every man. We are justified only by our faith in God. Good works are the fruits of 
faith, but cannot eliminate sin.

NOTE:  As United Methodists, our “non-negotiables” and the “bedrock of our denominational beliefs” are the 
Articles of Religion, and they cannot be changed or modified.
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UMC Book of Discipline: Current Language
● Inclusiveness (¶ 4 and ¶ 104) and Eligibility (¶ 214):

○ “... all persons are of sacred worth” created in the image of God
○ “.. “All people may attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receivethe sacraments and

become members in any local church in the connection.”

● Human Sexuality (¶161.G):

○ “…does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice
incompatible with Christian teaching.”

● Marriage (¶161.G):

○ “…whether or not they are married, sexual relations are affirmed only with the
covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.”

● Ordination of Ministers (¶ 304 and ¶ 2702 ):
○ "…self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or

appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church.”

CAUTION:  This slide provides limited quotes, out of context.  Please review entire sections cited, 
and additional ones on next slide, to properly assess current language of the Book of Discipline.

NOTE:  With exception of our Articles of Religion, the Book of Discipline can be changed/modified at General 
Conference which meets every four years. 9



UMC Book of Discipline: Current Language
● Additional Relevant Sections of the Book of Discipline to consult:

○ ¶ 161.II.A.  Culture and Identity – primary identity = children of God
○ ¶ 161.II.B.   The Family – family = wide range of options
○ ¶ 161.II.C.  Marriage – Reject different standards for men and women
○ ¶ 161.II.D.  Divorce – Divorce does not preclude a new marriage

○ ¶ 161.II.F.   Women and Men – equal worth in the eyes of God
○ ¶ 162.III.F.  Rights of Women - support of equal rights for women
○ ¶ 164.V.A.  Basic Freedoms and Human Rights – rights guaranteed to all people
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UMC Book of Discipline
TRADITIONAL

● Language related to human sexuality should 
remain the same

● Marriage in the church is between a man and
a woman

PROGRESSIVE
● All language related to human sexuality should be 

removed

● Allows for same sex marriage and ordination of 
practicing homosexuals

Not all beliefs are shared, but all are accepted

FACT:  Some progressives – not all - have advocated for the 
elimination of The United Methodist Church’s restrictions against 
LGBTQ+ ordination and same-sex weddings.  The Book of 
Discipline’s provisions on human sexuality far exceed these two 
issues, and Progressives are not advocating removal of that 
language (responsible stewardship, sexual relations, abuse, 
exploitation).FACT:  The Book of Discipline currently 

defines marriage as being between a 
man and a woman.

NOTE:  Not all beliefs are accepted by all progressives, as noted.

NOTE:  See Slide #5 – the beliefs above may represent far left/right views; however, the “centrists” make up the vast majority.
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NOTE: If your congregation is considering disaffiliation from the
UMC, not from the so-called “progressive movement,” it is very
important to consider the current beliefs of the UMC when making an
INFORMED decision on whether to vote, not to vote, or wait to
consider disaffiliation. For this reason, the corresponding UMC beliefs
have been added to the next 4 slides.

Point of Reference: Each member of the UMC has a voice and vote,
not just “traditionalists” or “progressives” on the far right/left, so
information from the UMC perspective should actually be most
important – it was left out of the original presentation.
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Theology - Scripture
TRADITIONAL 

● Word of God

● Biblical revelation is
complete

● Bible is true &
authoritative

● Experience is subject to
Scripture

PROGRESSIVE
● Contains word of God

● New revelation takes precedence
over old

● Parts of Bible are true; portions
can be dismissed as not
authoritative; not relevant today

● Experience supersedes Scripture

Not all beliefs are shared, but all are accepted

UMC
• God speaks to us through the Bible and it contains all 

things necessary for salva8on. 

• The writers of the Bible were inspired by God, that they 
were filled with God's Spirit as they wrote the truth to the 
best of their knowledge.

• God was at work in the process of canoniza8on, during 
which only the most faithful and useful books were 
adopted as Scripture.

• The Holy Spirit works today in our thoughCul study of the 
Scriptures, especially as we study them together, seeking 
to relate the old words to life's present reali8es.

• We do not open the text at random to discover God's will. 

• The authority of Scripture derives from the movement of 
God's Spirit in 8mes past and in our reading of it today.

hFps://www.umc.org/en/content/our-chris8an-roots-the-
bible

NOTE:  Traditionalists depart from 
the “authoritative text” of the Bible 
on certain issues (women in 
leadership, slavery, divorce) and 
Leviticus and other Old Testament 
chapters.

NOTE:  When examining certain subject 
matter, like women in leadership within the 
church or divorce, these same charcteristics
identified as being “Progressive” herein can 
be equally used to describe ”Traditionalists”.

NOTE: “INTERPRETATION” OF THE BIBLE IS PRESENT IN ALL THEOLOGICAL POSITIONS

NOTE:  The Holy Spirit guides us.
NOTE:  Not all beliefs are accepted by all 
progressives, as noted, and no source is 
cited for these assertions.
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Theology - Nature & Role of Jesus

TRADITIONAL
● Incarnate (fully

human & fully
divine)

● Virgin Birth

● Physical Death

● Bodily Resurrection

PROGRESSIVE
● May or may not believe in any or

all of these tenets of the Apostles’
Creed

Not all beliefs are shared, but all
are accepted

UMC
• We believe in Jesus as God's special child. We call 

this the Incarnation, meaning that God was in the 
world in the actual person of Jesus of Nazareth...

• We believe that Jesus was fully human.

• We affirm that Jesus was and is the fulfillment of the 
ancient hope and God's Chosen One to bring 
salvation to all peoples, for all time.

• We also proclaim Jesus as our Lord, the one to whom 
we give our devoted allegiance. 

• We believe in Jesus as Savior, as the one through 
whom God has freed us of our sin and has given us 
the gift of whole life, eternal life, and salvation. 

• We believe that in ways we cannot fully explain, God 
has done this through the mystery of Jesus' self-
giving sacrifice on the cross and his victory over sin 
and death in the Resurrection.

https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-christian-roots-
jesus

NOTE:  Not all beliefs are accepted by all 
progressives, as noted, and no source is 
cited for these assertions.

QUESTION: Do cited, verified sources substantiate that all traditionalists share these beliefs vs. progressives don’t?
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Theology - Nature & Role of Sin
TRADITIONAL

● Personal, separates us
from God

● Requires atonement

● Forgiveness comes from
faith in the life, death,
and resurrection of
Jesus

PROGRESSIVE

● Societal from external forces

● No original sin (Man is inherently
good)

● It is possible for sin to be
corrected through works of
justice & mercy

● Jesus’ death on the cross is not
necessary for
atonement

Not all beliefs are shared, but all are
accepted

UMC
• Sin is in the nature of every man. 

• We are justified only by our faith in God. 

• Good works are the fruits of faith, but cannot 
eliminate sin.

• Sin as a state in which we are separated from God, 
in terms of particular things that we do or don't do.

• In the Wesleyan tradition, we always rely upon 
God's grace as the great antidote to sin or to 
separation from God.

https://www.umc.org/en/content/united-methodist-
beliefs-sin

https://www.umc.org/en/content/articles-of-religion
NOTE:  Not all beliefs are accepted by all 
progressives, as noted, and no source is 
cited for these assertions.
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Theology - Salvation
TRADITIONAL

● Precious gift
received in
response to God’s 
grace

● Only comes
through faith in
Jesus

PROGRESSIVE

● Universal Salvation; all
receive salvation
regardless of belief

● More than one path to
salvation

Not all beliefs are shared, but
all are accepted

UMC
• We reject the Universalist Salvation view in favor of the 

biblical witness to a final judgment in which it is clear 
not all will proceed to life in the New Creation (Matthew 
25:41-46, Revelation 21:8).

• John Wesley (and we) teach that Christ's death creates 
the possibility that all may be saved. We believe 
salvation is God's response and offer of love, and that 
love does not compel people to accept it. 

• Christ was sacrificed, died, and was buried as atonement 
and satisfaction for man’s sin - there is no other 
satisfaction for sin but that alone.  

• We do not believe that God predestines some to 
salvation and others to condemnation.

https://www.umc.org/en/content/does-the-united-
methodist-church-believe-in-universal-salvation

https://www.umc.org/en/content/articles-of-religion
NOTE:  Not all beliefs are accepted by all 
progressives, as noted, and no source is 
cited for these assertions.
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Current State of UMC Governance
● Human sexuality language has been voted on and kept in the Book of Discipline by a majority

vote at General Conferences for decades

● Book of Discipline is not followed in many UMC churches & conferences

● BOD not enforced by current leadership in our own conference

○ North GA Same Sex Couple wedding and ordination, December of 2021 in Glenn Memorial UMC with two N. GA UMC Elders
officiating, and one of the espoused is a candidate for ordination

○ Bishop reinstates candidacy of 1 of the espoused for ordination, after their suspension, with no clergy actions, 
condoning the BOD violation. Our UMC Apportionments collectively support these actions

● No accountability for violations of BOD

● See Appendix

FACT:  As set forth in the UMC Book of Discipline, the UMC has systems, processes, rules and governing bodies in existence 
to address churches and conferences not following the Book of Discipline.

POINT OF REFERENCE:  A full and vigorous investigation was conducted in connection with the “wedding” described herein.  
The charges brought against the clergy in question were dropped after it was found that they did not violate the discipline. 
Regarding the candidate for ordination, a statement has been requested to confirm circumstances described.
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Causing Harm
● Conflict is hurting our witness to others

● Disrupting the missions & ministries of the church

● Causing fear & confusion in the body of Christ

● Distracting focus of the church and making ministry suffer.

● Diversion and loss of significant funds from church ministries in order to fund disaffiliation attempts, as well as huge 
emotional and relationship costs to the congregation in going through the process.

● Additional burdens, responsibilities and expenses will be born by the church and staff with loss of the infrastructure, 
funding, personnel and support of the UMC and connected churches

● UMC pastors may only serve in UMC churches, so disaffiliation forces tough decisions for pastors…remain UMC and transfer 
churches? Surrender UMC credentials and benefits to stay? Retire? Other options? 

● Uncertainty of new, unestablished denominations will remain for some time (governance, financial obligations, pastoral 
decisions, transitory discipline and rules).  There is much higher risk due to the lack of safeguards and risk-mitigation 
processes, checks and methodologies.

● Our vow to support the UMC by our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness is being diminished in the local churches, 
as well as beyond our walls.
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Irreconcilable Positions

● Theological orientations are significantly different

● Both groups believe their own perspective is true to the gospel

NOTE: Thelogical differences in and amongst members of the United Methodist Church have always existed, dating back to 
its formation in 1968.  That is the beauty of the UMC – the table is big enough and welcoming enough for everyone. As a 
Methodist, you don’t have to conform to a Tiny Box…the ultra-conservative box.   We value diversity of thought, free will, 
ethnicity, age, and gender. We have gotten along and done wonderful and impactful ministry together – we can continue 
together by choosing unity over separation.
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Differences of Opinion

The wide range of disagreements about theology, human sexuality and the interpretation of 
scripture illustrates how deep our divide has become. Both sides believe their understanding of 
the Bible is correct. The purpose is not to persuade, but rather to present the major issues 
confronting our denomination today. Our church’s future will be decided by you, the professing 
members.

CAUTION!  This original presentation contains some information that is misinformation  
and/or incomplete information and/or presents only one side of the issues.  Thus, its 
purpose can be none other than to “persuade” its audience, unless the omissions of 
other perspectives and information about the UMC were oversights.  If there were 
oversights, then the original document previously ”adopted” perhaps should be modified 
and voted on again as an updated version. 
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What if some of my beliefs are in both views?
● YOU ARE NOT ALONE!

● Prayerfully consider how important each belief is in your faithwalk

● Read Scripture related to the belief/topic

● Use the references provided to read about current practices in the UMC

● Ask questions; contact a committee member, a member of our clergy, or a spiritual mentor; ask questions of your 
leadership, even the hard ones!  Don’t forget to ask the majority, the Centr ists and Moderates, what they believe 
and whether they think we should divide God’s Church over any of this.

● Do your own research and seek information other than that provided to you by others.  

● Keep an open mind while prayerful ly discerning answers to your questions.

● Question the source of any information provided to you – what are the motives of those providing the information 
and how wil l  that impact the information provided?

● Ask your pastors to preach a series on any/al l  presenting issues including human sexuali ty, unity in the church, 
the sins of gossip/omission, etc.

● Set up small group studies that offer ALL perspectives as led by people with those perspectives so that you can 
hear each perspective and methodical ly discern for yourself, the Methodist way!
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The History of CFUMC’s Affiliations

● 1828-1860: Methodist Episcopal

● 1860-1939: Methodist Episcopal, South

● 1939-1968: Methodist

● 1968-Present: United Methodist

● 2022: What affiliation best aligns with our community of Shared Faith, the Lordship of Jesus, The
Bible, and Christ’s Vision for CFUMC?

QUESTION:  What is God (through the Holy Spirit) leading CFUMC to do on behalf of the seekers who’ve not yet 
made it to your property and/or inside God’s Church?
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Why Consider Disaffiliation?
Pros Cons

● Greater control in Pastoral Leadership, Staff, and
Church Vision consistent with our faith beliefs

● Enable our congregation to own our property and 
assets (approx. $15 Million in Current Trust), de-
levering power of the Conference in our local 
matters

● Leaner bureaucracy

● Our tithe funds what is consistent with our beliefs

● Other Wesleyan Affiliations are more consistent with
Traditional Orthodox Christian Beliefs

● Uncertainty associated with change

● We may collectively agree with the Progressive 
changes

● Not comfortable with division

● Ok with top-down governance and less local control

● Love the UMC and have seen the good it does 
through the church over the years.

● With the UMC, there may be challenges, but there is a 
future too.

NOTE:  Future conjecture.  This is dependent on the 
direction taken after disaffiliation, any new affiliation, if any, 
and the eventual rules of any new denomination.   

NOTE: Future conjecture.  This is dependent on 
the direction taken after disaffiliation, any new 
affiliation, if any, and the eventual rules of any 
new denomination.   

There are no “progressive changes” as of now – this is 
merely a prediction of what changes may occur “if…”

NOTE:  Study each Wesleyan affiliated church before affirming this statement.  
Some existing denominations may not be consistent, and some newer ones 
don’t have a Book of Discipline that is fixed yet; be aware that details should be
vetted completely before decisions are made.
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Why Consider Remaining UMC?
Pros Cons

● Consistency in approach and interpretation of the Bible across all 
issues

● Proven track record; established discipline, governance, financial 
and lay/pastoral systems.

● No need to divert ministry funds to disaffiliation efforts

● Stability and experience within a denomination that has existed for 
50+ years.

● Support, resources and connection to the UMC and its over 
31,000+ churches and 12,000,000+ members.

● Continued support of great UMC ministries like UMCOR, 
colleges, relief groups, etc. 

● Welcoming to All; diversity in thought, leadership and service.

● No changes to your church – allows continued focus on 
ministry.

● Keep UMC pastors!

● You will belong to a diverse connectional group of believers who 
may not all think like you (as you have for however long you 
have been attending your UMC church)

● With a new denomination, you will be required to abide by rules, 
governance, and processes that aren’t yet set in stone.

● Lesser institutional autonomy and local autonomy in the hands 
of very few local men (and women).

● Disaffiliation requires giving up UMC identity (signage, records, 
electronic stamps, hymnals, etc.)

● Huge risks to going independent or with a new/upstart 
denomination without a proven track record (organizational, 
financial, etc.).

● Significant costs associated with disaffiliation
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Why Consider "Wait and See”?
Pros Cons

● Keeps church stable for the time being

● Allows church to continue focus on ministry activities

● Allows church to maintain (or improve) financial 
condition

● Provides further clarity on UMC’s future ministry 
following Annual Conference 2023.

● Allows congregation adequate time for discernment, 
exploration of options, education and growth.

● Allows church to keep UMC pastors

● No definitive decisions

● Uncertainty may remain

● UMC pastors with credentials cannot serve non-UMC 
churches unless they retire from the UMC or
surrender their credentials and benefits.
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What should I do?

PRAY

STUDY YOURBIBLEASK
QUESTIONS
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Next Steps
● Pray, pray, pray!

● Continue to gather information

● Church members will continue to be 
informed through open, 
transparent, unbiased and fact-
based communications

● Scriptures and references used in the 
presentation are available

● FAQs are available to members

● Make sure everyone knows they have 
both a voice and a vote.

General Conference is postponed until 
2024.

Traditional Orthodox Global United
Methodist Church will launch May 1, 2022

27
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Appendix: Continued
Personal Considerations

● Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge and submit to Him, and He will direct your paths. Proverbs 3

● “Separation can result in multiplication. It has in the past, and we can do that now.” Pastor Jeff 
Greenway (Senior Pastor - Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church and Chairman of the 
Wesleyan Covenant Association Council)

● “It is time to stop hurting each other and find a way to bless and send each other. We need to
free one another to pursue the separate and competing visions of our preferred future.” Pastor 
Jeff Greenway (Senior Pastor - Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church and Chairman of the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association Council)
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Appendix: Continued
Personal Considerations

● I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in 
mind and thought.  1 Corinthians 1:10

● By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.  John 13:35.

● So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
Ephesians 4:11-13.

● For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 
of hostility.  Ephesians 2:14
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Appendix: Continued
Personal Considerations

● https://markmcelroy.com/wesley-women-and-the-wca-how-john-wesley-decided-who-should-preach/

● On the launch of the GMC:  “This is the date that we can start receiving churches as they leave the 
United Methodist Church, and that’s going to occur over a considerable amount of time,” said the Rev. 
Keith Boyette, chairman of the new denomination’s Transitional Leadership Council and a United 
Methodist minister in Virginia. “It’ll be more of a rolling celebration.” 

● The world needs your love and kindness more than it needs your opinion. Jeff Greenway (Senior Pastor -
Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church and Chairman of the Wesleyan Covenant Association Council)

● A fact is information minus emotion. An opinion is information plus experience. Ignorance is opinion 
lacking information. Stupidity is opinion that ignores a fact.  Jeff Greenway (Senior Pastor - Reynoldsburg 
United Methodist Church and Chairman of the Wesleyan Covenant Association Council)

30

https://markmcelroy.com/wesley-women-and-the-wca-how-john-wesley-decided-who-should-preach/


Appendix: Continued
● 2020 UMC Social Principles changed the definition of marriage to “two 

people of faith,” from “between a man and a woman.”

● Link: Some current clergy espoused theologic positions within the UMC:

● https://www.umnews.org/en/news/what-happens-when-a-new-denomination-
launches

● https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/the-wca-forked-tongue-time/

h"ps://www.trinityonthehill.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Denomina;on-Update_Addi;onal-
Refereces_Current-UMC-Beliefs-Prac;ces.pdf

Link not working – unknown content
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Appendix: Continued
● Duke Divinity School conducted on Mar 22, 2022 (less than 3 months ago,) where the candidate for ordination 

opened her prayer, offering praise to the “great holy and queer one,” also identifying her preferred
pronouns. This is absolute blasphemy – yet this is the slippery slope we are on and what our divinity 
schools are appointing. We’ve had Duke Divinity graduates appointed to our church 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bncmzA7-jn0

● Candler School of Theology now has an avowed Atheist Professor, and an LGBTQ community, bringing openly 
LGBTQ Pastors to preach, as part of the formation of students (against current Book of Discipline)

● 2 Quotes from North Georgia UMC Pastors:

v “Do not pray to the “Father””

v “Nobody takes the Bible literally”

● We are no longer “United”

NOTE:  This is a link to a conservative Youtube influencer 
commenting on a ten second video clip taken out of context –
the remainder of the original video is not presented for viewing.

NOTE:  Pastors’ names are not identified, and there is no cite 
or source for these unsubstantiated claims.  These “quotes” are 
presented for shock value and not for any substantive 
information or purpose.

No cited information. or source identified.

Source?
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Appendix: Continued
Traditionalist Websites

Good News
Wesleyan Covenant Association 
Confessing Movement 
Globalmethodist.org

Progressive Websites
UMC Next.com
Liberation Methodist Connection 
Reconciling Ministries
Uniting Methodists

Some UMCWebsites
https://www.umc.org

ngumc.org

#BeUMC
https://www.umc.org/en/what-we-believe/umc-
topics/our-people/beumc

What I value in the UMC (Adam Hamilton): 
https://www.adamhamilton.com/blog

Love Is Making Room
https://www.ngumc.org/files/fileslibrary/bishop/wel
coming%20table%20vision%20guide.pdf

https://www.umcct.org/home/affirming-inclusive

BIG QUESTION: No UMC websites were offered representing 
the vast majority of our members…why not?
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