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Name: Joya Abrams 
City: Austell 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Decatur Charge 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is that we 
reclaim our Wesleyan roots of both personal piety and social holiness. By nurturing souls 
through the ministries in our local churches, Fresh Expressions, and other venues, we can 
cultivate an ever-growing community of people who are centering their lives on Jesus Christ. 
I imagine a church where we know how to interpret Scripture using tradition, reason, and 
experience. I imagine a church guiding people to take time with the Lord in prayer. I imagine 
a church where we seek to “clothe [ourselves] with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony” (Colossians 3:14). When I imagine this church, it is diverse because our 
whole world needs to be clothed in love. This church will be gathered around the Table 
together singing hymns and praying together. We will resist evil in whatever forms it 
presents itself with courage and even a bit of joy, because we know that we co-labor with 
Holy Spirit empowered people. I imagine a church that will help younger generations find 
hope and peace in the midst of a high-stress, anxiety-inducing culture. I imagine a church 
that will help older generations find comfort, meaning, and endurance as they live in a 
culture that privileges youth. I imagine a church where my young sons (and the rest of us) 
may experience a love so profound that it drives them to embody love everywhere that they 
go such that the world may be transformed in the name of Jesus. 
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Name: Dave Allen Grady 
City: Chamblee 
Age: 46 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: United Methodist Children's Home (Wellroot) 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I have a vision for a church that is global, contextual, rooted in our Wesleyan 
heritage, and innovative in how we live out the witness and ministry of Jesus Christ. While I 
believe we do and should fully embrace our core tenants of faith, we must now also embrace 
new, creative models of church that tell the story of Jesus that called us to faith in the first 
place. If elected to the delegation to General Conference for 2020, I will bring to it prior 
experience as a reserve delegate to General Conference, experience leading local churches, 
experience serving on the team of one of our vital annual conference agencies, and a strong 
desire to continue supporting and cultivating new, young leaders for the church. 

My love for our shared ministry compels me to help usher in a new era of effective 
leadership here and throughout the world. This has also helped me discern the call to submit 
my name for consideration. I love the United Methodist Church for how it has formed me 
around Scripture, Font, and Table. I love and serve the church because it models a faithful 
relationship between heart and mind for living out of Christian faith. Reflecting on my 
experience as a reserve delegate in St. Louis, I can see how strong our church could be and 
how much work we must do to move it forward. I believe I have experience and skills to help 
make that renewal a reality.    
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Name: Herzen Andone 
City: Woodstock 
Age: 58 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Hillside UMC 
Ethnicity: Asian 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Having served in the North Georgia Annual Conference for 
thirty years as Pastor, District Superintendent and Director of Connectional Ministries, I have 
had the privilege of serving in ministry alongside the committed and talented laity and clergy 
of North Georgia in a variety of North American settings, including transitional, suburban 
and rural communities. However, I’ve also been blessed with the opportunity to build 
relationships and serve in mission and ministry alongside United Methodist brothers and 
sisters in Mexico, Africa and the Philippines. I’ve had the privilege of learning how they 
witness to the least, last and lost by engaging and assisting their communities to improve 
global health and alleviate hunger. I’ve learned how they equip neighbors with skills that 
sustain both their personal lives and improve the well-being of their communities by ending 
poverty. I’ve learned how they plant churches that plant other churches which transform the 
lives of people within and beyond the church with the grace of Jesus Christ. As a clergy 
member of the North Georgia Conference Delegation in 2016 and 2019, I have seen special 
interest groups representing different views nearly destroy each other and the church that so 
many of us - lay and clergy - have served. If I am elected to serve as a delegate to GC 2020, I 
will commit myself to building bridges that redeem and restore our connections to each other 
and our witness to all those around the world still in need of God's Grace.  
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Name: Chris A Barbieri II 
City: Rome 
Age: 52 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: Floyd County Medical Center 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I am a centrist who is tired of watching my beloved church tear itself apart. I pray for 
a global denomination that remains true to its grace-filled Wesleyan roots and yet is 
streamlined and flexible enough to fulfill its mission. I have traditionalist friends who love 
Jesus and are passionate and effective in making disciples. I have progressive friends who 
love Jesus and are passionate and effective in making disciples. In our current winner-take-all 
tug-of-war, I have witnessed behavior and hypocrisy from both sides of which I am ashamed. 
The words and actions of both sides have harmed the Methodist branch of the body of Christ.  

I am an ordained Deacon currently serving as a hospital chaplain who has served in 
local churches, in extension ministry, and as an Interim Pastor. As a chaplain, I am a 
clinically trained listener and consistently a calming presence. Pre-clergy, I was an 
Information Technology systems-analyst. In that role, I learned to listen patiently to 
stakeholders from all sides, unravel complex problems, and then design and implement 
successful solutions. I don’t have an agenda or all the answers. I am a pragmatist committed 
to serving the entire church, not one faction. I can only promise to listen to all parties, to be 
open-minded, and to give my all to the work before us. To be clear, I have never wanted to 
be a GC delegate. Yet as the deadline to self-nominate drew near, I felt a strong sense that I 
am supposed to run. 
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Name: John Arthur Beyers 
City: LaGrange 
Age: 55 
Conference Classification:  
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: LaGrange First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I was born and baptized into The Methodist Church. My 
faith came alive and became very personal to me in The United 
Methodist Church. I have never known anything but the grace-based Wesleyan way of 
salvation and discipleship.  

I believe in our historic doctrine and discipline. I have long held that our foundational 
process of Christian Conferencing — discerning the will of God for the church in our day — 
is a positive biblical practice. 

I will work to develop creative solutions that build bridges across our divide at the 
2020 General Conference. I trust our merciful and mighty God to make a way and to more 
fully empower us in our mission to Make and Grow Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World! 
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Name: Catherine Boothe Olson 
City: Cumming 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Northside UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

If we worship together you will quickly learn I love to sing yet rarely do so on key— 
instead I trust in Wesley’s recommended zeal. 

I was baptized in the Episcopal Church and chose to become a United Methodist. 
Marvin UMC, Camp Glisson, Young Harris College, Candler School of Theology, St. Paul 
UMC, and Northside UMC taught me songs of Scripture, faith, and hope. Songs that 
proclaim a trust in Jesus, a commitment to grace, a relational evangelical fervor, the beauty 
of God’s diversity, and a Wesleyan dedication to social and personal holiness. 

In 2012, I sang for the first time at General Conference as a Marshall while learning 
our legislative process and of our global church. In 2016, I attended GC to sing and listen 
constructively about guaranteed appointments, ordination and the vitality of our local 
congregations. In 2019, I returned to hear our varied and often competing songs. As the 
ACPK dCom Chair and member of the BoOM, I believe it essential to know how our 
legislation impacts us and our future leaders. 

I think strategically. I process in community. I understand Robert’s Rules of Order. I 
love Jesus. I feel deeply called to love people in partnership with fellow Elders and laity. In 
small churches and big steeples, from the mountains to the city, we share songs and stories 
impacted by our legislation. Thus, I am willing to faithfully and diligently serve and sing-- 
even off key to God’s glory and our benefit at GC 2020.  
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Name: Ronny Brannen 
City: Thomson 
Age: 61 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Thomson First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have grown up in, have been nurtured by our United 
Methodist Church and want to see it continue in fulfilling God's plan throughout the world. I 
believe that God has allowed me to be involved in many different aspects of ministry that has 
given me a broad perspective of the Church and its ministries. Not only have I served three 
full-time churches in the North Ga Conference in 39 years, but I have also attended four 
General Conferences, Pittsburg, Dallas, Tampa, and Portland, to pray for not only our 
delegation but for the future of our Church. I have also had the opportunity to serve in 
ministry in West Africa, Mexico, Brazil, Thailand, and the Philippines. Wesley said "the 
World is my Parish" and I believe these mission trips have given me a more global 
perspective of our Global Church. I believe we can stand on the Word of God and impact the 
world for Jesus Christ. I love seeing the Church in action and want it to continue around the 
world. I have had the honor of receiving the "Harry Denman Evangelism Award" and the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. "I Have A Dream Award" and I know these don't happen alone, but 
they come by people working together in building God's Kingdom. I believe in the historical 
strength of our Church and I am continuing to pray for it. I would considerate it a privilege to 
serve as a delegate. 
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Name: Charles E Broome 
City: Dunwoody 
Age: 64 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Kingswood UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to       
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

As a life-long United Methodist and a second career pastor, I 
have always sought to serve wherever needed. At this point in my ministry, I feel that I am 
now uniquely qualified to represent a very broad segment of the clergy of the North Georgia 
Conference. As a layperson at Thomson First, I was a Sunday School Teacher, Confirmation 
Coordinator, Chair of the Council on Ministries, Stewardship Chair, and a sometime 
dishwasher. On the district level I have served as a mentor for inquiring and certified 
candidates, on the District Board of Church Location and Building, 13 years as chair, the 
Strategic Growth team, District Committee on Ordained Ministry, District Executive 
Council, and as District Statistician. On the conference level I served as district 
representative to the Board of New Church Development, Committee of Equitable 
Compensation for eight years, four as chair, Board of Pension and Health Benefits, and as the 
Conference Statistician. As a pastor I have served where appointed, first in rural Columbia 
County for twelve years at Philadelphia. I then served for five years at St. Mark in Augusta. 
Currently I serve as Senior Pastor of Kingswood in Dunwoody. I feel my life-long affiliation 
and love for the United Methodist Church, my 21 years of ministry in both rural and 
suburban churches, along with my varied experience in the local church, the District and the 
Annual Conference have uniquely prepared me for such a time as this. 
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Name: John Brown 
City: Toccoa 
Age: 57 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Toccoa First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

As the church are called to be God’s voice in the world. 
We are called to speak on behalf of God to a world that desperately needs to hear what God 
has to say. In a world which chooses hate over love, despair over hope, judgment over 
forgiveness, self-righteousness over humility we are called to be God's voice. In a world that 
is longing for something to fill the empty places of life we are called to offer the love and 
grace of Jesus Christ to speak to the yearnings of the human spirit.  

My vision for the United Methodist Church is that we are called to be a church that 
dwells not on its limitations but rather to be a church revels in its possibilities. My vision for 
the United Methodist is a vision of an inclusive church dedicated to making disciples for 
Jesus Christ and a church that is engaged in mission and ministry to heal the broken places of 
our world. My vision for our church is not a vision of seeking to merely survive in the 
uncharted waters in which we find ourselves, but rather to be a church that is seizing the 
opportunities that are open before us. Indeed, with all my heart, I believe the best days of the 
United Methodist Church are still to come.   
 
 

11



Name: Quincy Brown 
City: Conyers 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Atlanta Decatur Oxford District Office 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

To become communities of faith that equip people to 
become more engaged (with a passion for making Disciples) with people inside the walls of 
the church to experience more joy (life contentment) and faithfulness (spiritual commitment) 
so that they can impact lives outside the church by serving others, living more generous lives, 
and inviting others to connect with Jesus. 
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Name: Scott Brown 
City: Woodstock 
Age: 55 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Grayson UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have never wanted or felt called to be a delegate to 
General Conference. This year I feel like God is calling me to put my name in the hat. Our 
church is in a terrible place of division. I feel that I have a voice that can speak and operate 
with reason. I am a traditionalist by current labels. I absolutely feel that both traditionalists 
and progressives are not hearing one another over recent issues and we need people who can 
both hear and speak intelligently to the things that are dividing our UMC. I believe that if 
there are answers, then they will come from a place of dedicated prayer and fasting. I have no 
ill will toward anyone in our denomination, but I do disagree with many. I operate out of 
loving the person first and dealing with the issue second. I feel called to be a voice in the 
fray. I commit to be led by the Holy Spirit and submit totally to that leading. "I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me."    
 

13



Name: Kelly Brumbeloe 
City: Marietta 
Age: 42 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Mt Bethel UMC Marietta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is to seek 
after the transforming power of Jesus Christ. This is best accomplished through the truth and 
grace found in Scripture. The truth of Scripture, preached and taught in a grace filled manner, 
unlocks the door for individuals to find their true identity in Christ. We always see Jesus 
speaking the truth of the Father’s words given to him, but he always did so in a way that 
people were drawn to him.   

My vision for the United Methodist Church is one that dives deep into discipleship. 
Our “doing” should come out of our “being.” We are to be conformed into the image of God 
for the sake of others. Reaching out to a lost world is best accomplished if we are rooted and 
grounded in Christ. 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is one that is globally connected. 
Connection is the greatest need of all people - to be connected to God and to be connected to 
others. We live in a time in which brothers and sisters across the world need each other. We 
also live in a world in which most societies are diverse in culture. I need a global connection 
in order to better minister to the people within my sphere of influence.   
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Name: Chris Bryant 
City: Ringgold 
Age: 42 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Northwest 
Appointment: Ringgold UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?  

I have been a United Methodist since I was 11 years old. 
This is the church that has nurtured me, led me towards perfection by each new discovery of 
God's grace. This is the church that taught me the spiritual disciplines and further the one in 
which I heard a call to pastor. This is the church that afforded me the chance to start 
pastoring (student-pastor) two months shy of my 20th birthday, much earlier than I ever 
imagined. I was further blessed to eventually serve in the North Georgia Conference (since 
1999) and then at the exact right time, it was this church (this Conference) that helped me 
discover a call to be a church planter. Now, I've navigated back to a county-seat church but 
ministry is more exciting and more fulfilling, and seemingly more effective than it has ever 
been. I have great hope for the future. For too long I have not afforded the Conference the 
opportunity for me to use my gifts and graces to further the mission of the church at a greater 
level than the local church. It was always, in my mind, better for someone else to do. 
However, it appears the time has come for this to change. I am a Wesleyan theologian. I am a 
pastor who loves and believes in the church, universal, denominational and local. I am 
Christ-centric. I believe that unity in the church does not nor should it require uniformity. I 
believe in a future with hope. 
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Name: Bill Burch 
City: Blairsville 
Age: 62 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Coosa UMC Union County 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?  

Leah & I were driving across the bridge by the dam at 
Lake Junaluska. There were cars and a yellow bus, traffic 
stopped both ways. I got out to see a big snapping turtle in the 
middle of the road. I walked over and picked him up. “Don’t touch him!” someone hollered. 
“We've called the police to come get him.” Another said: “Don’t pick him up, you might 
drop him.” I had hold of that big snapper on both sides of the shell. He was kicking with his 
claws to scratch. He was turning his head to bite me. I walked him over to the grass. I leaned 
over the guardrail and plopped him onto a clump of grass. I went back and got in the car. 
Nobody said anything. The cars and bus began to move. They got on to where they were 
going. We did too. I may not be the best candidate to go to the big Conferences. But I believe 
Jesus is working to renew the faith of the United Methodist Church. Maybe I can help. I've 
never been to those Conferences. I never felt qualified. Still don’t. But I believe in the faith 
that Jesus has passed down to us some 2000 years ago. A Bible-believing faith, that looks to 
Jesus alone as the head of the church. If I’m elected, that's how I’ll vote. You can count on it.  
Cause I’m going to hold on to that faith just like a big snapping turtle. 
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Name: James C Cantrell 
City: Snellville 
Age: 67 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Snellville UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

My vision is for a United Methodist Church which is 
vibrant, outwardly focused and attractive to young and old alike. 
It is a denomination rooted in the open, inviting and inclusive spirit of our Methodist 
heritage. I dream of a fellowship which includes persons of every ethnicity and cultural 
background, where different styles of worship are offered and honored. I hope our 
denomination would be more concerned about making disciples of Jesus than making 
connections with people who think, talk and behave alike. My vision is for a fellowship 
which sees itself as more of a movement than an institution and which values and includes all 
persons in its life and ministry.  
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Name: Michael Cash 
City: Augusta 
Age: 65 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Trinity-On-The-Hill UMC Augusta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

What I really wanted to do with my life was to teach biology 
in high school. But at a youth Bible Study, God spoke to my soul, 
“Mike I want you to teach my words instead.” Just 6 months before, I had my own “heart 
strangely warmed” experience when Jesus saved my personal, social and spiritual life from a 
death spiral. Not long afterwards, I started the process for ministry. So, in my ministry I have 
always striven to challenge people to seek a close relationship with God in Jesus Christ and 
to teach them to obey his commandments. When I began to study Wesleyan theology and 
history at Candler, I found my vision statement: “To reform the nation, particularly the 
church, and to spread scriptural holiness over the land.” 
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Name: Ben Cathey 
City: Powder Springs 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: Hope UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

We are not of one mind! General Conference 2019 was a 
tragedy. What will 2020 look like? Our best and greatest witness to 
the world, including to all those with LGBTQIAPP+ affiliations, might be how we work 
together to part ways without doing harm to those we disagree with. What is fair, equitable, 
generous, and gracious? I don't want to win anything, I just want to be free to share the love 
and grace of Jesus without the rancor of theological posturing surrounding affirmation and 
inclusion. This is the source of my calling. 
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Name: Brian Clark 
City: Bogart 
Age: 45 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Athens Elberton 
Appointment: Athens Elberton District Office 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I envision a United Methodist Church re-focused and re-
energized as a disciple-making movement. Wesley and the early 
Methodists were laser focused on disciple-making. Every Methodist was involved in a class 
or band in which members were equipped to make disciples. If we are to reach future 
generations with the Gospel, we will create innovative ways to invite new believers into 
disciple-making relationships that are focused on truth, accountability, equipping, and 
coaching. Our movement will only spread as it grows deep and will only enlarge as it 
multiplies through small disciple-making groups. I believe our denominational stewardship 
of time, talents, gifts, and resources must follow this focus. I also envision a United 
Methodist Church where local pastors are valued in the same way we value laity and full-
connection clergy. Local pastors will become ever more critical to the vitality of our 
movement in the future. Local pastors should be empowered to vote on all matters at Annual 
Conference. Local pastors should receive access to the same benefits as full-connection 
clergy, and they should be eligible to be elected to the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 
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Name: Nora Colmenares 
City: Decatur 
Age: 58 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Global Ministries 
Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I became a member of the United Methodist Church shortly 
after I immigrated to the United States in 1990. I joined a church 
that I still choose to be part of today.  

I envision a church that, following John Wesley’s example, commits to being outside 
its walls, focuses on equipping the church to embrace those who are not yet part of the 
church, and is willing to change and adapt to current contexts. This means, a church that is 
always attentive to the changes happening to adapt its methods to be effective in sharing the 
redemptive gospel of Jesus Christ. I envision a church that uses its role of influencer and its 
voice, to speak with and for those who have been denied justice and are oppressed. I envision 
a United Methodist Church that embraces those with different cultures, languages, walks of 
life and embraces their voices to shape the church, its worship but also all aspects of the life 
of the church.  

I envision a church interested in being innovative, in welcoming the voices of the 
young and of outsiders, in celebrating the legacy of the older members, on being a place of 
intersection, where difficult conversations happen, even among those with different opinions. 
I envision a church that is a vital part of its community that will be missed and mourned if it 
was closed. I envision a church that keeps a healthy tension between tradition and innovation, 
where “loving our neighbors” influence everything it does.   
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Name: Carol Cook 
City: McDonough   
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin     
Appointment: McDonough First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I love the United Methodist Church. John Wesley’s 
theology of grace, social holiness, and discipleship has resonated 
with me since before I knew who John Wesley was. I was raised 
to see the church as the family God and never remember a time when I was not deeply 
involved in its ministry. I have served under appointment for 30 years, working in many 
different settings, including District Superintendent. At this time in my life and ministry, I 
feel called to serve as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conference in 2020 because I 
want to be a part of bringing change to our denomination. We need a kinder and gentler way 
of working together. We need to be open and loving to all people. We need to focus on 
building relationships with our younger generation so that we can have more effective 
ministry with them. We need a fresh vision from the Holy Spirit as we move forward that 
renews our faith and encourages us to use all our talents and abilities to build up, not tear 
down, the body of Christ. That is how I lead my congregations and, I believe that is how 
General Conference should operate. I would like the opportunity to use my  
experience and gifts and graces to serve our Annual Conference and the General Church in 
working to strengthen our witness to the world. 
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Name: Keith Cox 
City: Clarkesville 
Age: 47 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Clarkesville UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

In June of 1997, I attended my very first Annual 
Conference. I was serving as a Student Pastor for the 
Jenkinsburg Circuit in the Griffin District. I am an alumnus of 
Gammon Theological Seminary. Over the past twenty-two years, I have served in six 
districts within the North GA Conference. I have had the opportunity to serve as Pastor in 
small and medium churches as well as serve on staff for a large church. My family and I also 
had the opportunity to spend two years overseas as missionaries. We were serving at three 
deaf schools and a deaf village. I have also had the privilege to serve as the President for 
Deaf Ministry for the South Eastern Jurisdiction for the United Methodist Church. 

I feel called to be a delegate to General Conference or Jurisdictional Conference 
because over the past twenty-two years, I have been able to experience ministry that takes 
place within our conference. By attending Gammon, I have a greater understanding of what it 
means to be in the minority. By serving in both the small, medium, and large church, I have a 
greater understanding for how the lay and clergy can work together to make Disciples for 
Jesus Christ. By serving the Deaf Community, in the North GA Conference, South Eastern 
Jurisdiction and overseas, I have a greater understanding for serving those who have been 
forgotten. I believe that I would represent the North GA Conference very well at either the 
General Conference or Jurisdictional Conference. 
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Name: Rodrigo Cruz 
City: Lilburn 
Age: 36 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: The Nett Church 
Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have an earnest passion to make disciples of Jesus. I am 
extremely thankful to be serving in a local congregation where that 
is our outmost desire and where that mission drives every decision that we make. I would 
like to find a way as a delegate to influence our general and jurisdictional conferences to do 
the same. I did not grow up United Methodist, but during the past 14 years I have come to 
know, embrace and love the beauty and imperfections of our denomination. It is a place that 
has enabled me and my family to live into our calling, and I would love to honor it by serving 
in this capacity. 

Finally, as a member of a multi-ethnic family and multi-ethnic church, I live in a 
daily basis the tension and beauty of the diversity of thoughts, opinions and passions of 
individuals. I am not an expert in the topic, but there are many mistakes, insights and 
suggestions that I would love to share with our connectional system. 
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Name: Bill Curington 
City: Watkinsville 
Age: 52 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Athens Elberton 
Appointment: St James UMC Athens 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

God desires to renew our Global Church from the 
Philippians to the Congo and from Russia to America by 
bringing the world face to face with the living Savior Jesus 
Christ. True Christ-centered transformation is the hope for every person breathing, for every 
person who is willing to call on the name of Jesus. Jesus transformation occurs as we yoke 
ourselves to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, through reliance upon the authority of Scripture, 
with repentance in our hearts & love of God in our throats. 

Methodists are to be like Wesley, people of one book. People who desire nothing 
more than to see sin defeated, souls saved, lives changed, destinies realigned. As Methodists 
we are to live with the certainty that since Father God is for us, who can be against us? As 
heaven is color-blind, so must we be too! Joining with people of different races, we are to 
work together for the sake of changed lives for all the world's people: Refugees, the 
homeless, addicts, us. Jesus isn’t an answer to the world’s problems, He IS the answer. As 
Methodists we can unite around Christ & live as we're supposed to, on the resurrection side 
of the cross! 
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Name: Samuel Dawkins 
City: Carrollton 
Age: 30 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: New Ministry West Georgia 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I'm not sure I do. I know I'm called to be a minister in the 
United Methodist Church and invest in the next generation in the 
name of Jesus Christ. So if the annual conference feels I'm called 
to General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference, I am willing to go and be a 
representative and advocate for the next generation inside and outside of our church. I 
discovered Wesleyan theology and my calling to ministry in the UMC at the University of 
Georgia Wesley Foundation. UGA Wesley invested in me through the leaders that were there 
at the time, the work of the generations of students and staff members before mine, and the 
support of individuals and churches from a diverse group of ministries, including the 
apportionment dollars of churches in our conference. I have worked for the last 2 years to 
start a new ministry at The University of West Georgia made possible by our connection so 
that students there may have what I had at UGA. I have been profoundly impacted by our 
connection, and I want to work to make sure that the next generation has an even greater 
witness of the grace and love of God in the Wesleyan tradition because that witness is one 
that the world desperately needs. I want to see all of our churches, Wesley Foundations, and 
other shared ministries be set up to thrive for future generations, and if called to serve, I will 
work to do just that. 
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Name: John P Donaldson 
City: Augusta 
Age: 56 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Burns Memorial UMC Augusta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I would have voted for the Traditional Plan if I had been in 
St. Louis. I thought the most interesting comments afterwards were from Kimberly Reisman, 
executive director for World Methodist Evangelism, representing 80 Wesleyan 
denominations in 138 countries. Reisman said, “This session of the [general conference] has 
made it clear that there has been a dramatic shift in the center of gravity in the UMC, it 
appears that we are now a much more thoroughly global, evangelical church, rather than 
simply a mainline, American denomination.” 

I see the UMC becoming more global and evangelical in nature. I think we should 
embrace this future and to symbolize this change I would be in favor of adding a globe to the 
cross and flame of our logo.  

With regards to myself, I am a 1994 Graduate of Asbury Theological Seminary, and I 
have served as a pastor in the UMC for 25 years. I’ve served rural and urban parishes, served 
as both a solo pastor and on staff. I also have 5 CEU Units, with an Internship at the Atlanta 
VA Medical Center and a Residency at Emory University. I am a Marine Corps veteran, and 
my wife Lori and I have been married for 35 years. Incidentally, we meet at UMC in 
Bloomington, MN, where I grew up. (It might be nice to have someone on the delegation 
with a local knowledge of the Twin Cities.) I would be honored to be one of the NG 
Delegates.  
 
 

27



Name: Dana Everhart 
City: Tucker 
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: North Georgia Conference 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

I have a heart for The UMC to be a community of faith 
for all people. A community where we have open hearts, open 
minds, and open doors. Our hearts are open to the leading of 
God’s Holy Spirit for our everyday living, to following the will of Jesus Christ in serving our 
sisters and brothers, to new directions and new ministries empowered by God. Our minds 
open to all voices and all people whom God might use to lead us into God’s future, to 
theological discussion in order to grow deeper in our faith, to all possibilities from God. Our 
doors open to receive all who are seeking and who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Our 
doors open for the people called United Methodist to move out into the broader community 
to be Christ for all. I see us in that community being faithful to our Wesleyan understanding 
of Christ-like living offering grace to those who need it and helping them know the One who 
gives the grace and love. I feel compelled to do the work needed to bring this vision into 
reality, rather serving with Clergy Excellence, the cabinet, or the local church, I long to help 
raise up a generation of young adults and to empower the current generation called to lead 
The UMC. I believe being one with Christ and one with each other, our connection, starts in 
the local church and the dream becomes reality. This is my passion and my vision.  
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Name: Dana Ezell 
City: Stone Mountain 
Age: 48 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Trinity UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I am not a cradle Methodist. I became a United 
Methodist as a college student after time away from church. I 
fell in love with and felt at home in The United Methodist 
Church, the theology of grace, the power of connectionalism, and the Wesleyan tradition of 
social holiness. I love my church. I love all that God has been doing in us and through us as a 
church as we work for justice, show mercy, and practice personal holiness. And I would 
grieve the loss of that witness. 

I feel called to serve as delegate for General and Jurisdictional Conferences because 
of my deep love and commitment to the Church and all that I believe we can be if we allow 
the Spirit to blow through and change us. Our church often mirrors the divide in our society, 
and that must change. Through intentional prayer, I have decided to answer the call to offer 
myself up in service to the church in this way. I feel called to serve so the church can hear 
from new diverse voices that make up the Kingdom. I feel called to serve because I am 
committed to the future of the church, because I want the children, youth, and young adults 
in my life to feel the sense of home and belonging that I found in the church as a young 
person. That is my most fervent prayer, that we are an inclusive church in which everyone 
knows the love of God. 
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Name: Patrick Faulhaber 
City: Decatur 
Age: 32 
Conference Classification: Provisional Elder 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Decatur Charge 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

In its beginnings, the Methodist movement was relational 
and rooted in local communities. It was also a movement held 
together through intentional connection and a mutual commitment to the pursuit of perfection 
in love. It was necessarily diverse and inclusive because each band and small group could 
only function through open and honest dialogue and accountability. Each local community 
had a unique expression of Christian faith and a mutual commitment to the larger movement.  

As the Methodist movement grew to be the United Methodist Church, additional 
polity was crafted to maintain accountable systems for a movement that was becoming its 
own structure.  

I envision the United Methodist Church returning to its roots as a movement that 
celebrates local context and deep intentional relationships. I envision the United Methodist 
Church returning to the habits it once had of tearing down barriers in order to proclaim the 
message of new life and resurrection through Jesus Christ to the people who are most often 
neglected and overlooked within our current ecclesial structures.  

The world needs to hear the good news: The God who created the universe loves you 
enough to experience a full human life of love and heartbreak, admiration and rejection, 
alignment and denial, life and death. Even after all that, God proves that pain, rejection, 
denial, and death never have the last word. Perfect love does. I envision a United Methodist 
Church that includes all people in that proclamation.  
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Name: Zach Fitzpatrick 
City: Chickamauga 
Age: 34 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Northwest 
Appointment: Elizabeth Lee UMC Chickamauga 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church?  

As a young clergyperson and lifelong United Methodist, 
my love for our church runs deep. I am forever grateful for the 
ways our church has nurtured my faith. I am convinced that the 
world desperately needs to hear the good news of the Gospel proclaimed through the lens of 
our robust, grace-filled Wesleyan theology. On our best days, in theology and practice, we 
strike a beautiful balance between grace and truth by holding them in tension in ways that 
bear witness to the life transforming love and grace of Jesus Christ. Yet, all too often, we find 
ourselves out of balance. A United Methodist Church that holds in beautiful tension grace 
and truth bearing witness to Christ’s love has the potential to bring a great awakening. It is 
my frequent prayer that this great awakening would involve a renewed focus on small group 
discipleship that returns us to our Methodist roots and a genuine, creative engagement with 
the world that brings God’s mission and Kingdom to the masses with a message of love, 
grace, holiness, and justice. As a second career pastor with a background in banking, I 
recognize that we must be creative not only in how we do ministry but also in how we fund 
it. By reimagining church in creative, self-sustaining ways, our church will once again 
become a movement – a movement of Spirit-filled disciples of Jesus Christ united in mission 
for the sake of God’s Kingdom with the life-transforming good news of the resurrected 
Christ. 
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Name: Herb Flanders 
City: Fayetteville 
Age: 56 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: Providence UMC Fayetteville 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Having served in a variety of settings - associate pastor, 
founding pastor of a new church plant, pastor of two county seat 
congregations, part-time pastor of a two point charge, and now as senior pastor in a suburban 
church - I bring a wide breadth of experience to the table as a delegate. I've also offered 
leadership as chair of Griffin DCOM, chair of the Conference stewardship committee, and as 
a member of district and conference church development committees.  

I believe we need delegates with a deep love for others and an abiding desire for 
people to experience the grace of Jesus, all rooted in our longstanding Wesleyan 
understanding salvation and holiness. Our doors should indeed be wide open to all. At the 
same time, I believe in our current understanding of human sexuality and marriage and I 
support our call for celibacy in singleness and fidelity in marriage, as currently defined in the 
Book of Discipline. 

It is time for the conflict to stop. We desperately need to find a way to move beyond 
bashing on each other every four years. I pledge to look with fresh eyes to see how we might 
best move in the direction of peace, whatever it might look like. 
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Name: Terry Fleming 
City: Evans 
Age: 57 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Augusta District Office 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

United Methodists led me to Jesus Christ. My father and 
mother, my pastors, youth counselors, and friends - they knelt with 
me in prayer and taught me the fullness of Christ’s gospel, the truth of God’s Word, and the 
power of God’s Spirit. In this church family I felt my heart strangely warmed in salvation 
and I began the process of growing into the likeness of Christ. They gave me encouragement 
and held me accountable. They modeled worship and praise. They led me outside the church 
and into the streets to serve and to witness. They loved God and they loved me. When God’s 
voice called me to preach, they tested that call and then strengthened me. My vision is for the 
United Methodist Church to produce members of the body of Christ who will do for others 
what these precious people did for me. 
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Name: Kate Hurst Floyd 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 37 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Arlington Church Start - VA Conf 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I dream of a church that seeks, unapologetically, God’s 
beloved kingdom, particularly with those who are not currently in 
church. My experience has served me well to represent NGA: I served as a reserve delegate 
to Jurisdictional Conference in 2016 and General Conference 2019 -- the only young 
clergywoman on the NGA delegation. I have served churches in Chicago and Atlanta, and 
now as a church planter in Arlington, VA. With God’s help I work every day to create a new, 
inclusive faith community that seeks to make disciples of Jesus with people who are outside 
the church. We reach young adults who have been hurt by church, find it irrelevant, or who 
have never had a relationship with Jesus.  

Without a building, we innovate in ministries and go where people are. One of our 
core values is radical inclusivity: Jesus embraced and empowered all, so we work to do so 
too. We strive to be lgbtq+ affirming, creation caring, pro-immigrant, peace-making, 
community-building, racial-justice seeking, all-ability welcoming Christians. We are 
imperfect in this mission. But the church must tell the truth; repent of the harm we have done 
and do, and work to build, however imperfectly, a kingdom vision where we strive toward 
perfection. Where all of us work for that day when justice rolls down like water and 
righteousness like an ever flowing stream.  

Will General Conference do this? NO. Is this the moment to tell Gospel truth in our 
institution? YES. It would be an honor to represent you.  
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Name: John Freeland 
City: Marietta 
Age: 62 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Mt Bethel UMC Marietta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

John Wesley began a movement which placed Christ 
and Scripture first. My hope for the United Methodist Church is 
that we would continue with these priorities by holding fast to 
Scripture making it primary in our mission and loving actions. Scripture unites and 
strengthens. Generations embraced these foundational truths and our Church grew. As we 
have released our grip on these truths, our church has diminished in number and influence in 
the world. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The gift of Christ is not the Christian religion, but the 
grace and love of God which culminate in the cross.” The pinnacle of Wesleyan theology has 
been love: love of God, love for God, love for one another, and love for our neighbors. This 
love for our neighbors centers not on who they are but on God’s love for them. My hope for 
the future of the United Methodist Church is that we will discover a missional heart which 
understands the mission of the church lies outside its campuses and inside its neighborhoods. 
However, we must also embrace truth and grace, not sacrificing either for a delusion of unity. 
This is possible in Christ. Jesus crossed boundaries in His earthly ministries, but He did so 
without sacrificing love or righteousness.  

I believe the United Methodist Church’s best course is that which was laid 
generations ago. We cannot have Jesus and rewrite His Word at the same time, for they are 
one and the same (John 1:1, 14). 
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Name: Jennifer Hansen 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: St Mark UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the UMC is rooted in my passionate love for 
Jesus Christ and the Gospel. My dream for the UMC is that we 
will continue to find new ways to reach the people who most need to hear the Gospel 
message of hope and redemption – the marginalized, the outcast, the broken, the hurting, the 
lost and the lonely. I envision a church where all members, clergy and laity, strive to reflect 
true discipleship of Christ in whatever way they are called to share the love of Christ in the 
world. In order for us to do that, we need to be equipping our local congregations and leaders 
throughout our global connection to give witness to the Gospel message in a variety of 
contexts. The church will need to continue to recognize the importance of local context 
where the real work of serving and loving others takes place, balanced with the challenges 
and opportunities that come with our vast diversity worldwide. If we want the church to 
reflect the image of God, then we need to make room at the table for all. I see the UMC 
growing in grace into a church that sees all people, affirms the sacredness of all people, loves 
all people, reaches out to all people, welcomes all people, and reconciles all people back to 
God and to one another. 
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Name: Stacey Hanson 
City: Bremen 
Age: 47 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: Bremen First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I envision an inclusive church, one that would be enabled 
by either the One Church Plan or the Simple Plan. I envision a 
church that continues to care deeply about the foundational source of Holy Scripture in our 
faith and practice, and struggles with its authority in our faith and practice, but doesn't 
legislate particular interpretive viewpoints based on a majority vote. Our church would be at 
its best to foster passionate, generative debate about Holy Scripture while allowing for 
disagreement, even welcoming the balance that disagreement brings. As an international 
church we would also be at our best to allow for more localized applications of those 
particular disagreements such that we can engage local cultures in more relevant ways and 
yet remain globally united in order to increases our effectiveness in our mission. I also 
envision a church that is less "top heavy" so that more resources can be directed toward the 
local church for that mission, a church that is more nimble as a result, and organized around 
welcoming newcomers into our faith and relieving suffering wherever we can. This would be 
a church focused at all levels on the "cure of" and "care for souls" and would have results 
measured in stories of transformation, baptism, and professions of faith in Jesus. We would 
continue our Wesleyan heritage by embracing the tension of classic evangelical and 
sacramental piety with a stomach sickened by the suffering around us; and let the 
quadrilateral guide us with grace.     
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Name: Scott Hearn 
City: Gainesville 
Age: 58 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Gainesville First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I’m an ordained elder and lifelong United Methodist of 
the North Georgia Conference. Same sex marriage has become 
the defining issue of our denomination. Since there is no 
middle ground, it has become the dividing issue. The deep division is even more evident after 
the Called General Conference. The ugliness, acrimony and disgust of brothers and sisters 
toward each other in St. Louis are spilling over into conference, districts and clergy friends. 
The disagreement over same sex marriage has become the lens through which we see 
everything and everyone.  

I am weary of it. I’m weary of the fighting. I’m weary of our embarrassing witness to 
the world. I’m weary of the destruction of the only denomination I have ever known. It’s 
time to recognize that people of good intentions have thought this through carefully and are 
not going to change their minds. It’s also time to recognize that neither progressives nor 
traditionalists are able to compromise on their principled convictions.   

I want to be part of discerning a path forward that will create the necessary space for 
all to thrive and bear fruit. I respect the heartfelt beliefs of my UM sisters and brothers with 
whom I disagree. I trust God will lead, guide and direct us all into a new, faithful future. My 
heart breaks over what this will do to the appointments and people I have served with over 
the course of my ministry. But I’m confident a season of pain will yield a harvest of fruit.  
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Name: Hugh Hendrickson 
City: Greensboro 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Greensboro First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

The last two General Conferences have revealed many 
challenges the UMC faces as we seek to be a diverse and compassionate community where 
all people can experience the love and transformative power of God’s grace. I envision our 
future as a global church that is united in its faith and witness. However, for that to occur, I 
know we will need bridge builders, peacemakers, dreamers, and leaders. I want to help build 
such bridges, work for peace, and lead the church into God’s dream for us. I believe that 
dream includes honoring our Wesleyan Christian distinctive, engaging in creative and 
contextual ministry with all people, sharing the Gospel of Jesus across the world, and 
equipping the next generation to lead us into a vibrant and fruitful future. I vision a church 
that follows the Jesus way. Let us all continue to be the change we want to see and trust God 
to help us turn our dreams and visions into reality. Amen.  
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Name: Tyler Jackson 
City: Lilburn 
Age: 31 
Conference Classification: Provisional Elder 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Mountain Park UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I value the ways in which the United Methodist Church has 
been able to instill in me both an appreciation and a passion for personal piety and social 
holiness. Together, these two key aspects of our discipleship help us to practically live out 
our faith daily. In doing so, we actively participate in the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God, 
witness to God's justice and mercy, and share Jesus’ hope of resurrection, healing, and 
redemption. In this movement, we intentionally form relationships with those inside and 
outside our congregations, regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, or race, in order to 
listen, serve, and disciple. It is my vision of the United Methodist Church that we continue to 
connect these key aspects of our discipleship more fully and faithfully at such a time and 
place as this to reach new people who are being drawn in by God's saving grace. I imagine 
our denomination being deeply rooted and built up in love in order to draw each and every 
person to the Table and help each of them follow the opportunity to faithfully live into their 
calling as a disciple of Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Ephesians 4:4-6, may we boldly strive to 
be one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world. 
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Name: Nancy Johnson 
City: Cumming 
Age: 51 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Christ UMC Roswell 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

I envision a church that loves scripture, handed down to us 
by faithful generations so that the world may know God’s gracious 
salvation. I envision a church that cherishes all people, striving to share the same love we 
receive from Jesus Christ and urgently welcoming everyone to their place in God's kingdom. 
I long for, and wish to help build, a church so provoked by the Holy Spirit that all of these 
things are embraced as part of one and the same Christian whole. I envision a church that 
continues to practice John Wesley’s dogged efforts to reach the lost; that recklessly follows 
his example of gathering in the outcast, while persisting in relentless efforts to become more 
holy. My deepest hope is for a church that genuinely practices the via media – learning to 
live and to love within the contradictions and disagreements that invariably spring up in the 
lives of the faithful – by continuing to pour out our energy in ministry and mission. 

This is my vision for my beloved United Methodist Church. In solidarity with all who 
seek a place at the table, and in unity with my ACE2 group, The Walking Women of the 
World, I offer my name as a candidate for General Conference. 
 
 

41



Name: Anika A Jones 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 69 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Alpha and Omega Society, Inc. 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Since childhood I have lived and traveled all over the world 
and related to persons from different backgrounds, especially those 
who feel marginalized. Growing up as the daughter of an Episcopal Priest who was also a 
church planter led me to become a boundary leader, connecting persons from different 
groups. I have lived out this calling to connect humanity through practicing love, integrity 
and a commitment to serve.   

This calling has been expressed though my attending Candler School of Theology, 
pursuing the Order of Deacon, helping to plant Impact UMC, and currently serving through 
extension ministry to support women in transition from incarceration by engaging women of 
faith  I am furthering my theological education and practice through active participation in a 
multi-cultural continuing education team called the Walking Women of the World, sponsored 
by the Academy of Clergy Excellence.   

As a Deacon and an African American woman (who is a wife, a mother of three and 
grandmother of nine descendants), I represent a needed voice in our General and 
Jurisdictional delegations. For this reason I am offering my service to support the continued 
unity and connection within our beloved Church.   
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Name: Rebecca Duke Jones 
City: Rydal 
Age: 74 
Conference Classification: Retired Elder In Full Connection 
District: Northwest 
Appointment: Retired 
Ethnicity: Native American 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I feel called to be a delegate to General Conference and 
Jurisdictional Conference because North GA has always considered itself to be an inclusive 
church. To date there have been no known Native Americans elected as delegates to General 
Conference. I feel called to offer myself as a delegate who falls into several categories: 
clergy, female, retired, disabled, and Native American. Please understand that I am capable 
of representing our Conference with compassion and understanding. My disability is not a 
limitation but simply a fact and does not interfere with my capacity to serve at General 
Conference. I am retired and, therefore, have plenty of time available to serve with 
faithfulness. I will weigh all sides of every issue before deciding how to cast my ballot. I 
currently chair CONAM and in the past have served on the Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry, Worship Committee, Equitable Salaries, and COSROW. My credentials include: 
Elder 1981, Deacon/PM 1979, Licensed to Preach 1976, YHC, GSU, MDiv from Candler 
1980 and DMin from McCormick 1988. From ordination until retirement I served as a 
pastor-in-charge and twice as associates in the local churches of this Conference. Whether or 
not you choose to support me with your vote please consider voting for at least one Native 
American/American Indian. Thank you. 
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Name: Karen Kagiyama 
City: Carrollton 
Age: 54 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Wesley Woods 
Ethnicity: Asian 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

My vision for our beloved United Methodist Church 
comes from two Biblical descriptions of the future. Jeremiah 
29:11: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” I first heard this text 
in a sermon for a celebration of Denver Urban Ministries’ work in the heart of the city. I 
spent a year serving as an intern at Epworth UMC, an African-American congregation. I 
learned very early in ministry to trust that God goes before us to create the path. I have tried 
to practice that in my personal faith and in my pastoral ministry with our life together in 
Christ. It is a powerful word of hope and a call to trust when we live in exile.   

The other description is in Revelation 21 and 22. These words remind us that God 
holds the end as well as the beginning. God’s home is with us, and God is making all things 
new, even death. Heaven is not somewhere out there, but here on earth. Later, John describes 
the tree of life planted by the river of the water of life. The leaves are for the healing of the 
nations. The vision of heaven starts here on earth with the community gathered around the 
water of life and the healing trees. If we lived fully into this vision, The United Methodist 
Church would transform the world into the Kingdom of God. 
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Name: Hyo Kim 
City: Dacula 
Age: 60 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Rock Springs UMC 
Ethnicity: Asian 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

As a global and diverse church in making disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world, I'd like to bring the Korean/Asian-American 
perspectives and voices; therefore, we, the Church, can be more diverse as the society. For 
several years, as my colleagues and I observed both the General and Jurisdictional 
Conferences, we realized the need for someone to represent on behalf of Korean/Asian-
Americans in making decisions for the denomination. Our conference delegation pool lacks 
the Korean/Asian-American perspectives and voices while the important decisions were 
being made that could affect the mission and direction of our denomination. I believe that I 
can better represent this Korean/Asian-American perspective and voice to the General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences because I have lived and understood the cultures. Thus, I’d like to 
be a delegate to bring these lacking perspectives and voices to the General and Jurisdictional 
conferences to bring the perspectives and voices of Korean/Asian-Americans while the 
important decisions are being made that will impact the effectiveness and diversity in 
fulfilling our mission together as the United Methodist Church.  
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Name: Millie Kim 
City: Rome 
Age: 48 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: Second Avenue UMC Rome 
Ethnicity: Korean 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

God came into the world as Jesus, and Jesus taught, healed, 
fed, and loved all people. Most importantly, Jesus died for our salvation and defeated death 
in his resurrection. Church embodies Jesus and is indeed the body of Christ. It exists in and 
for the world (BOD 25). It exists for the world not for itself but for the wholeness and 
salvation of all God’s creation. My vision for the UMC is that we fulfill this purpose. It must 
exist to take care of God’s creation, proclaim the good news to the poor, heal the 
brokenhearted, release the oppressed, empower the powerless, give hope to the hopeless, and 
love the unloved. Church needs to shine its light on every evil, preach repentance, and bring 
people to Jesus by offering God’s grace. It needs to be a model of agape love. It also exists to 
point to the Promised Land, the Kingdom of God, the Beloved Community, where we are 
reconciled to God and one another. Church needs to be the operating system which powers 
people to access Jesus, orders their lives, and makes sanctification and perfection attainable 
for them. Church has been a fountain of blessing, grace, forgiveness, and love for me. I 
would like our church to be like that for ALL people. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and right leadership, UMC can do that! I believe in UMC and would love to join its 
leadership so that we can bring about changes to make it happen! 
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Name: Kathy Lamon 
City: Commerce 
Age: 60 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Commerce First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have been in ministry in the United Methodist Church for 
17 years. During this time I have served in many different types of 
appointments and have had the opportunity to be in ministry with people from all walks of 
life. One consistent theme I have found in all the relationships I have made is the desire to be 
respected and to be heard. The work of the church requires not only the ability to speak with 
clarity, but also the ability to listen with intention. As I have observed the work of the 
General Conference I have felt that I could bring a gift of discernment as we strive to find our 
way forward in this transitional time. I would bring a moderate voice into a discussion which 
often seems clouded with chaos and noise. I would consider it an honor to represent our 
conference if elected. 
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Name: Nancy Folsom Lane 
City: Kennesaw 
Age: 51 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Roswell UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is to stay focused 
on the mission of Jesus Christ. Upholding this vision, I believe the church is positioned to 
welcome everyone to the table, hold space for paths that are different than our own, and 
ultimately grow the Kingdom of God by staying focused on Jesus Christ. As convicted as I 
am about staying focused on the mission of Jesus Christ, I am equally interested in seeing the 
institutional church refreshed in a way that leads to sustainability and vitality, and which 
serves the people of God most effectively now, and in the future. Some things need to 
change. 

Finally, when I think about vision for the church, I never want to lose sight of the 
people of God. From surrounding a child with steadfast love, to people of all ages serving 
side by side in mission, to reflecting on and teaching the Word of God, to offering prayers of 
intercession and healing, to people modeling sacrificial giving and generosity, to people 
speaking words of grace and forgiveness when some cannot find the words within 
themselves, this is the church. This is what I love. This is what will transform the world, 
through the power of Jesus Christ.  
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Name: Elizabeth LaRocca-Pitts 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 60 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: St Mark UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

The United Methodist Church has always been grounded in 
the doctrine of God’s saving grace and abounding love for 
humankind. Every person of every race and nation, every language and culture, every person 
without exception is a beloved child of God for whom Christ died. We will best fulfill God’s 
vision for us when we extend the same love and grace to all people as God has extended to us 
in Christ--not standing in judgment of one another but humbly offering to serve one another 
after the example of Christ. As a global church we must continue to work together with 
United Methodists around the world to share the good news with all people. Just as our 
brothers and sisters in the global church must speak the language of hope and salvation that is 
best understood by those they are in a position to reach, we here in the United States must be 
free to do the same. Although we likely will not agree on all things at all times, Saint 
Augustine was wise to advise us to seek unity in essential things, to allow liberty in non-
essential things, and to show charity in all things. It is faith in Jesus Christ that saves us. This 
is essential. Few other things are. It is my hope that we can learn to trust one another to love 
God with a whole heart, soul, mind and strength and our neighbors as ourselves. Only then 
will we become the Church God desires.  
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Name: Eric Lee 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 43 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Chamblee First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to General 
Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I believe in, and am committed to, a Church that is evangelistic, diverse, inclusive, 
and bent on justice for all. This kind of church can only exist by the grace of God, the love of 
Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit. We all have to work and serve together for the 
fullness of this church to become a reality. 

I have served faithfully and fruitfully in a variety of settings and I have a vision for 
the future of the church. In my 17 years of appointed ministry as a second-career pastor, I 
have served small, medium, and large churches in rural, suburban, and urban contexts from 
Varnell to Cartersville to Roswell to Chamblee. I have served established churches, planted a 
church, and launched a church-within-a-church, called Chapel Roswell, which led worship 
for the opening session of Annual Conference the last two years. Emily Bagwell and I are 
currently serving as co-senior pastors at Chamblee First. In every appointment, I have been 
blessed to see people come to faith and be baptized as well as people grow in faith and in 
service to the world. My service at the district and conference levels has included DCOM, 
District Strategic Growth Team, Commission on Higher Education, and Commission on 
Equitable Compensation.  

Having developed relationships with so many clergy in our conference and sharing 
lives of ministry with you has prepared me to serve as a delegate. If elected, I will serve you 
and serve God with humility and devotion. 
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Name: Terrilyn Lemons 
City: Newnan 
Age: 57 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: Newnan Chapel UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is one of truly 
having open hands, open hearts, open doors and open minds to be the church of Jesus Christ. 
We affect change in policies at the General Conference level to be the United Methodist 
Church that loves God and all people and reflect this in our communication and interaction 
with one another. We allow Christ to change our hearts and impact our deeds as a missionary 
church that sees the world as its parish. My passion in ministry as an elder in the local church 
in the North Georgia Conference is to see our United Methodist Church focus more on local 
and global issues which include helping the last, the lost and the least i.e. - to address 
poverty, malaria, homelessness, housing, physical and financial support for widows, women 
in ministry and supporting missionaries to spread the gospel abroad and at home. We provide 
support for those who represent the diversity of the body and need the love of Christ which is 
why I participate in the ACE^2: The Academy of Clergy Excellence Peer Group Walking 
Women of the World. Our group is an example of practicing what I share in my vision: love, 
diversity, embracing different cultures, and open to new experiences in a new community 
and a commitment to serve. 
 
 

51



Name: Mike Long 
City: Alpharetta 
Age: 62 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Atlanta Emory District Office 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Honestly, I do not feel called to be a delegate to General 
Conference. After the 2019 GC, I feel led to help elect more of 
our young clergy to serve. In our Ice Group (now Ace) from a few years ago, we had four 
"seasoned" clergy and four younger clergy; we learned from and encouraged each other in 
our unique ministry settings. So I believe that my "seasoned" experience may be helpful to 
the delegation when it comes to crafting new and needed legislation; for example, doing 
away with "guaranteed appointment" and finding new ways forward for inclusion. 

Therefore, I hope you will remember to vote for me to serve at the Jurisdictional 
level. At this level, I can serve with the delegation and help elect Bishops to lead the church 
into the future. 

My experience as the DS of the AMRY District has taught me some valuable lessons 
about the importance of inclusion for all of God's children. I have also been reminded of the 
vitality of encouraging and mentoring younger clergy. I have become a "centrist" in my old 
age, so I am firmly established in the United Methodist middle. We have been fighting for 
way too long; the time has come to elect some new leaders who will have a new vision for 
the church we love. I would appreciate your vote to serve at the Jurisdictional Conference in 
2020. 
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Name: Rick Long 
City: Decatur 
Age: 70 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Jones Memorial UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

As the longest tenured pastor/elder still in effective 
relationship with the annual conference, I offer myself as a delegate with experience, 
integrity and insight.   

Those who voted to support the Traditional Plan at the last General Conference have 
willfully ignored the facts of human sexuality. Sexual orientation is not a choice and 
therefore cannot be a sinful choice. Everyone needs and deserves to be allowed to have a life 
partner to whom they are committed in a covenantal relationship. The Traditional camp has 
supported their position with Biblical citations which have no application to the issue at 
question. 

The Traditional camp, discovering that they didn’t have either facts or the Bible on 
their side chose to “pound the table and yell like Hell.” They threatened to take their bats, 
balls and especially ballparks and go out on their own if they didn’t get their way. Even 
though they know that the ballparks belong to the league and not the individual teams.  

I will stand upon the common-sense facts of human sexuality. I will support reason 
and experience, but I will not accord misrepresentations of Scripture as an equally valid 
alternative to truth and justice. I will support an international pedagogical initiative to correct 
the misrepresentations and misapplications of Scripture to the facts surrounding human 
sexuality. I will seek unity but I will not sanction prejudice and exclusion of those whom 
Christ has redeemed from full inclusion in the ordained ministry and access to the ministries 
of the Church.   
 

53



Name: Karen Lyons 
City: 63  
Age: Elder In Full Connection 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Clarkston UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Being dedicated to God’s calling to embrace, teach and 
empower all people and all nations allows me to stay faithful, 
fired up and stand confident knowing God’s love and grace equips me to serve as a delegate 
to General Conference. I have been intentional about fighting the good fight of faith for all 
people, and continue to travel locally and globally speaking, sharing, learning and growing, 
knowing that my experiences, voice and presence have and will make a difference as I am 
openly welcomed to the table to discuss what intentional inclusivity, diversity and unity look 
like and embody in the United Methodist church. Open hearts, Open Doors and Open Minds 
needs to reflect intentionality in thought, words and actions welcoming all to the table in 
love. Matthew 22: 34-40, states, “When the Pharisees heard he had silenced the Sadducees, 
they gathered together, and some of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 
Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is 
the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
Being fired up with Godly love, grace, mercy and understanding of the Word affects 
everything and every action we execute. Stay fired up!  
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Name: Leon Matthews 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Warren Memorial UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

It has been an honor and humbling experience to represent 
the clergy of the North Georgia Annual Conference at the 2008, 
2012 and 2016 Jurisdictional Conference. Your election for me to serve will always be 
cherished and remembered. The work was rewarding and enriching to my life and ministry.  

Moreover, I am aware of this awesome responsibility, the significant expenditures of 
time, travel, work, study and the financial expectation for representing our Annual 
Conference. During my three-quadrennial obligation as a delegate, I missed only one 
preoperational meeting for the sessions of the General and Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference. Likewise, I attended the General Conference sessions and was available when 
the General Conference delegate left for conference deliberation, legislative group 
discussions and further dialogue. The comradery among the clergy delegation, as well as the 
laity delegates, were informative, educational and inspirational. I am a better pastor, 
colleague and supporter because of the experience.  

Therefore, because of my past election to the delegation and my involvement in the 
meetings, full participation and expectations, I would like to submit my name for 
consideration as a delegate to represent the North Georgia Annual Conference at the 2020 
General and Southeastern Jurisdictional Conferences. I bring experience, fairness and 
integrity to the delegation and your continued affirmation, support and vote will be very 
much appreciated and cherished. A sense of calling is based on the past affirmation and 
election to serve as a delegate for three quadrennia.  
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Name: Kathleen Mattox 
City: West Point 
Age: 46 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: Trinity On The Hill UMC LaGrange 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I feel called to be a delegate to General and Jurisdictional 
Conference because as a part of a clergy couple, a mother and a 
pastor, I feel that I have a unique perspective. I have served under 
appointment since 2006, first as a student while at Candler, then as an Associate Pastor while 
a Provisional Elder, and now I serve as the Pastor in Charge at Trinity on the Hill UMC in 
the LaGrange District. I have served churches in the LaGrange District, the Rome-Carrollton 
District, and the North West District. None of these appointments have been within the 
Atlanta area, and as a result, I feel that I can represent those outside Atlanta. Since I was a 
student, I have had an interest in attending and serving as a delegate to General and 
Jurisdictional conference and have wanted to serve our Annual Conference in any way that I 
can. I have served on our Conference Committee on Resolutions for two quadrennium and 
have served as a Clergy Teller since my ordination in 2013. As a moderate voice, I feel that I 
would add a perspective that is needed within our delegation. God has brought me this far, 
preparing me for service in many various ways, and I am seeking to serve the North Georgia 
Annual conference to the best of my ability. Blessings.   
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Name: Janet McCoy 
City: Conyers 
Age: 58 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Covington First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

As an Ordained Elder in The United Methodist Church, I 
feel a call to work toward conflict transformation within the 
denomination. As a second career pastor and mom of a blended family, I know the hard work 
and reward that go into having people get along with each other. I have experience in hearing 
all sides of an issue and helping to work toward a solution that respects the values of the 
participants. I also understand that while sometimes complete understanding and cooperation 
between parties may not be what all people want, I would serve the General Conference by 
helping to creatively craft legislation to bring the denomination closer to unity on main issues 
of doctrine. We live in a world where our diversity helps us to understand how uniquely 
made in God's image we are. I believe that we can celebrate the uniqueness of our being 
made in the image of God while at the same time embrace the ways in which we are all 
similar and can cooperate with each other. Certainly being a mother of four sons with whom 
we lived through 18 straight years of teenagers taught me something about dealing with 
conflict. As a seasoned member and leader in the church, I feel called and uniquely prepared 
to fairly represent the North Georgia Annual Conference as the church worldwide gathers to 
work out our salvation with fear, trembling and much prayer. Thank you for your 
consideration.  
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Name: Pam McCurdy 
City: Marietta 
Age: 57 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Bethany UMC Smyrna 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

When I envision the UMC, I see a vibrant, global 
denomination empowered by the Holy Spirit to work in relevant, innovative and contextual 
ways to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and the transformative power of love and grace. I 
envision a global church that celebrates and values God’s beautifully diverse world and 
welcomes all people to encounter Jesus Christ and to fully participate in the mission and 
ministry of the church. I envision a global church that is so motivated by the love of Jesus 
Christ that is known for its ability to love, to seek and stand for justice, to show compassion 
and to be a source of hope and healing in the world. 
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Name: Cyndi McDonald 
City: Barnesville 
Age: 55 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Barnesville First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?  

I desire to honor our evangelical heritage – an unqualified 
reverence for and reliance on the good news known in scripture – 
by supporting any legislation that would overturn prohibitions against conducting same sex 
marriages or any ordination restrictions based on sexual orientation. I am grieved by the way 
our discipline encourages a narrow reading of scripture that neglects its context and the 
influence of patriarchy.  

Rather than celebrating when a couple desires to commit their lives to one another 
before God, our policy encourages comparing these loving and faithful relationships to 
stories of rape (Gen 19). This policy invites healthy relationships to be described as 
“abomination” (Lev 18:22, 20:13). We never note the other “abominations” in scripture, such 
as eating bacon or shrimp (Deut 14:8,10), wearing clothes like those worn by the opposite 
sex (Deut 22:5), or cotton polyester blends, trimmed sideburns and tattoos (Lev 19). 

Claiming that homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching fails to examine 
scripture in light of tradition, personal experience, and reason. 

An Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:26-40 hears the gospel story and asks what is to 
prevent him from being baptized. Philip must decide whether to follow the traditional plan or 
follow the leading of a Holy Spirit determined to welcome even those rejected by the law. I 
am called to General Conference to proclaim with Christ that scripture is summed up in the 
law of loving God and loving our neighbor.  
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Name: Carter McInnis 
City: Griffin 
Age: 42 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Griffin First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I love the Church! I believe the local church is the hope of 
the world, and our Connection serves to empower our local 
churches to share the Gospel and transform communities. I want to be a part of helping our 
denomination get through our current impasse to a brighter future in which we can focus on 
making disciples for Jesus Christ. I still have great hope for revival and renewal in the United 
Methodist Church, and it’s time to work on our decades-long decline in worship attendance 
and professions of faith. That's why figuring out our new future is so important. 

It's no secret I’m an evangelical follower of Jesus. I believe in our orthodox and 
historic teaching on our dividing issues. However, I also affirm we are all of ‘sacred worth.’  
I really believe that, and I have compassion and grace for those who think differently than 
me. I feel called to be a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conference because I pray I 
have a voice of grace, understanding, and hopefully wisdom into our divisiveness. I want to 
offer that voice - a Gen-X voice with maybe a fresh perspective our tribe needs. I don’t wish 
to fight. I wish to help us find God’s more elegant solution. The Holy Spirit is still alive and 
well in the UMC and our great Wesleyan tradition. Moreover, we serve the Most High God. I 
want to help us find the faith to ask this mountain to move. 
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Name: Carolyn Moore 
City: Evans 
Age: 56 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Mosaic UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

The work of our 2019 called General Conference was 
difficult. We were all discouraged by the exposure of our obvious fractures along theological 
lines and were left with a lack of creative solutions for dealing with what are clearly 
irreconcilable differences. I want to be part of a more hopeful General Conference process, 
shaping a stronger, more nimble system that gives less emphasis to the legislative process 
and greater freedom for mission. I want to help cast a vision for a renewed United Methodist 
Church that places its theological task at the center.  
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Name: Kathy Morris 
City: Social Circle 
Age: 47 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Athens Elberton 
Appointment: Social Circle UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

My vision for the church looks much like my service 
history. The church is rural, suburban, inner city, and small 
town. The church is the intersection of grace and hope in a 
hurting and struggling community. It is a group of people who seek to share our burdens, 
form our communities, share our good news, and become the people God created us to be. 
The church defends the oppressed, feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, sits with the grieving, 
cares for the children, and loves all. The church teaches our theology that others might 
understand that we are made in God's image and not in total depravity. The church gives us 
an ethic that demands we hold ourselves accountable for the plight of the farmer in the midst 
of damaging industrial farming, the pain of isolation from social media that separates us from 
real community, the devastation of community lost in gentrification, the factory worker 
whose job is being lost to robotics, the vet contemplating suicide after PTSD, and the 
teenager trying to understand their sexuality. We have a mission that is so expansive, that we 
need everyone working together to bring about the shalom that we all seek.   
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Name: Chris Mullis 
City: Cohutta 
Age: 45 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Northwest 
Appointment: Pleasant Grove UMC Dalton 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

My relationship with Christ has flourished in the United 
Methodist Church over the last 27 years. I have served as a 
minister for 20 of them. Now, I want to do my part at the 
conference level to help the UMC draw others closer to Christ. I believe, with all my heart 
that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. I believe all 
persons need the ministry of the church and that God’s grace is available to all. I will work 
tirelessly to ensure the UMC stands firmly upon Scripture as we reach out in love to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ with as many as we can in as many ways as we can, all to the glory of 
God. I believe the best days of the UMC are ahead of us if we stand together upon the truth 
of God’s love as expressed in His Holy Word. I believe the Holy Spirit is renewing our 
United Methodist Church and I want to be part of that great work. Many are ready to stop 
arguing about matters already settled by Scripture and the decisions of our past General 
Conferences. I believe my voice at General or Jurisdictional Conference can help us put old 
arguments to rest and concentrate on revitalizing the UMC. It is time to move forward with 
making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Name: Luis A Ortiz 
City: Decatur 
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Morrow First UMC 
Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 
Question/Response:  
What is your vision for the United Methodist Church? 

On December 1984 my family and I walked into the front 
doors of a United Methodist Church. I entered that church that 
Sunday morning as a sinner, lost soul, and at my worst. That congregation accepted my 
family and me as we were. We did not have to clean ourselves up, change our clothing, have 
a certain income, nor come from the right side of the tracks to be accepted. For the next ten 
years we were shown true; unconditional love by the ministers, and the members of that 
congregation. 

As a United Methodist minister since 1994, I have been made it my vision and goal to 
return the same Spiritual Community experience to all that I minister. I had experienced the 
church at its best, and at times when it was not at its best. It has been my vision to serve, and 
teach the unconditional love we experienced. Not excluding anyone from the grace, love, and 
the redemption of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our community, our government, and even worse 
our congregations struggle to maintain a level of unity. As our communities continue to 
become a melting pot, our churches have a responsibility to embrace and love all, to create a 
Spiritual Community, a spirit of unity founded on the unconditional love of our Lord and 
creator. It is for this vision; I am presenting my name to the General Conference: Clergy 
Candidate Self-Nomination Process. 
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Name: Lori Osborn 
City: Alpharetta 
Age: 33 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Johns Creek UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

When I envision the United Methodist Church, I think of 
my hopes for my five month old daughter.  

I want her to learn about God’s love that knows no bounds, and I want her to love and 
encourage others. I want her to be loved, affirmed, and empowered for God’s calling on her 
life. I desire for her to know what it looks like to love even in the midst of disagreements. I 
want her to learn to listen to God and to others. I pray she will always feel welcomed and be 
welcoming. I hope she never hears the message of the gospel as exclusive but as fully 
inclusive: always inviting, challenging, empowering, and sending. I want her to take scripture 
and its message of love and mercy seriously. I desire for her to experience the beauty of the 
global church and the ways in which it broadens our understanding of God and the world. I 
want her to go into the world, making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. I pray the United Methodist Church will be the place she learns all of these things and 
more. These are my hopes for every person who walks through the doors of a United 
Methodist Church.  
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Name: Matthew Parker 
City: Royston 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Athens Elberton 
Appointment: Royston First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

The future of the United Methodist Church is at a 
crossroads. In addition to the ongoing discussions related to 
human sexuality, I believe there are issues related to our polity and doctrine - the 
effectiveness of our current itinerant system, guaranteed appointments, and sacramental 
authority for deacons - that will need to be examined in order for us to more effectively live 
into our mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” To 
do this, we must have a willingness to listen to those who may think differently from us and 
maintain our fellowship and communion with each other as we share the gospel with the 
world. We come from different backgrounds, we interpret scripture differently, and we use a 
variety of methods and models in our ministries. But I believe it is important for us to 
maintain our connection as we determine the best way to spread scriptural holiness across the 
world. I want to see a United Methodist Church that recognizes the authority of scripture and 
is accepting of all people. I do not have all of the answers, but I believe my style of 
leadership is conducive to listening to all options and working with different groups of 
people, creatively thinking about possible solutions, making difficult decisions, and 
communicating with others to help transition into a new reality. And I believe these skills 
will be important in shaping the future of the United Methodist Church. 
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Name: Larry Patton 
City: Carrollton 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Rome Carrollton 
Appointment: Carrollton First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I feel called to serve out of a passion for United 
Methodism as an extraordinary tradition of Christianity. My call 
to ministry and transforming faith in Jesus Christ happened in the context of vital United 
Methodism at work. Having served very small churches as well as in the large membership 
church (and both in Greater Atlanta and town and country) over the last 27 years, I have a 
broad perspective of the North Georgia Conference and “The People Called Methodist” 
across the breadth of our episcopal area. I am a UM by choice due to emphasis on grace-
based theology, balance between personal and Social Gospel, commitment to vital and Spirit-
filled worship, and primacy of scripture—while employing tradition, reason, and experience 
to interpretation of scripture. I am a passionate believer in the Apostles’ Creed as our central 
and historic statement of faith and subscribe with full conviction to every classic doctrine of 
the Christian faith (see the Christian Believer study in the Disciple series). My passion is for 
the UM connection to continue as an extraordinary means of grace: Facilitating the 
transforming work of Christ in people through vital worship and ministries of discipleship, 
evangelism, justice, and mission. I enjoy study and research and engaging in holy 
conferencing as it serves the larger mission of the UMC to inclusively make and grow 
disciples of every single person. I bring a level head and calming spirit to the conferencing 
table, deeply respectful and conscious of the entirety of “The People Called Methodist”. 
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Name: Tara Paul 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 46 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Inman Park UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

As a PK, it feels like my entire life has been spent 
worshipping and serving in the UMC. From my earliest moments as my father baptized me, 
to the Sundays where I would acolyte in the 3rd grade. It is the place where I met my 
husband and we had our children baptized. It is the place that nurtured my call to ministry 
and continues to refresh and renew me. This church has been my home as long as I can 
remember; she was chosen for me and then I chose her. Even though at times, I have 
disagreed with her, she always has been a place that welcomed, loved me, nurtured me; a 
place that formed me, challenged me, and equipped me. I love her dearly.  

There are many out there that haven't experienced the church as I have. They have 
been excluded, hurt, and told that they, even as God created them, are an abomination or that 
their call to ministry is irrelevant because of whom they are and how they were made. My 
vision for the church is one where we see each other as God sees us, that we love and accept 
each other just as God first loved and accepted each of us. My prayer is that this church, 
whom I love dearly, will strive to be a church that includes all, loves all, and truly welcomes 
all.  
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Name: Joe Peabody Jr 
City: Locust Grove 
Age: 50 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Locust Grove UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have been approached – as many have – by colleagues 
offering encouragement to ‘self-nominate.’ That encouragement 
from outside myself, coupled with my interest & inclination, has confirmed my sense that I 
might be able to serve our conference and our delegation as we seek to have better and better 
conversations with one another about challenging issues. I pursued my theological education 
at Emory because I wanted conversation partners from perspectives other than my own; both 
because, in the short-term, I wanted to understand those perspectives, and because, in the 
long-term, I wanted to be prepared for conversations in the future with people who approach 
the Christian faith & questions of ultimate meaning differently than I do. I self-describe as a 
fairly conservative evangelical Wesleyan in the holiness tradition. I hold to an orthodox 
perspective on many of the issues which threaten to divide our denomination and which are 
dividing so many of us from one another. And, throughout my adulthood, I have been in 
ministry with, in conversation with, in partnership with, and in deep friendship with people 
who disagree with me – most notably my brother. If you know the two of us (or if you know 
either of us very well), you have a sense of how different we are and how committed to one 
another we are. In addition to whatever might be explained away by familial bond, we like 
and respect one another and we take one another seriously. [Coincidentally, my vision for the 
church.] 
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Name: Terry Phillips  
City: Canton 
Age: 77 
Conference Classification: Retired Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: St. Andrew UMC Retired Associate 
Ethnicity: White  
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate 
to General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

The General Conference is the law making body of our 
Church. I believe that we should follow the Discipline in all 
matters. If we disagree with it, we should petition the General 
Conference to change that with which we disagree.  

It was once said that the sun never sets on the British Empire. It had its foot in every 
area of the world. This can no longer be said of the British Empire but it can be said of the 
United Methodist Church. From the lowest hamlet in Africa and other parts of the Third 
World, the United Methodist Church has a presence in both Word and Action and may it 
continue to do so. 

Since God is no respecter of persons and in adherence with the Discipline of our 
Church, I feel that we should be an inclusive fellowship on the Local Church, District, 
Annual Conference, and General Conference level.             

Starting in 1964 with a student appointment, I have been under the appointment of the 
Bishop for 55 years; seven of these as a Retired Supply since 2012. These appointments have 
ranged from rural to county seat to downtown and suburban churches. 

I would like to be a delegate to the General Conference because I love our great 
Church and want to see it continue to go forward in the days ahead. I believe further that my 
experience and commitment would enable me to represent all ages and groups in our Church 
objectively and effectively. 
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Name: Scott Pickering 
City: Newnan 
Age: 45 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: Cornerstone UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I experienced bullying as a child that contributed to a low 
self-image. Fortunately, Boy Scouts (BSA) introduced me to new 
skills that resulted in a radical transformation. Personal confidence grew as I learned the 
importance of service to God and others. When my dad committed suicide, my scouting 
family welcomed us into their church family. I discovered God’s love which had always been 
present providing protection and care. The church enabled me to use my scouting gifts of 
leadership and service in the new experiences of mission and teaching. Each of these gifts 
continues to grow in my opportunities for ministry. I regularly teach Cub Scouts & Girls 
Scouts about God’s relationship with them and their families, and I help lead a national 
Methodist Scouters Conference annually at a BSA national high-adventure base. I instruct 
clergy and laity on how to train Early Response Teams. I participate in mission activities 
locally, regionally, and internationally. My leadership service extends to the BSA’s National 
Religious Relationships Committee, Board of Directors of the General Commission on 
United Methodist Men, and the NGA Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. I can help 
transform broken and scared congregations into thriving churches actively sharing God’s 
love in their communities while addressing the needs of the marginalized and oppressed. You 
will discover when you combine my sense of humor with God’s gifts a clergy candidate 
capable of addressing the needs of our denomination with passion, joy, and creativity. Thank 
you for your consideration! 
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Name: Andrew Postell 
City: McDonough 
Age: 53 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Griffin 
Appointment: Stockbridge First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

I have a vision of the church that is better than what we 
have witnessed in recent events. In John 17, Jesus prays for the 
church to have unity – to be One as he and the Father are One. 
Jesus tells us our unity will show the world that God sent Him. 
As someone who leans toward the Traditional view, I don’t seek unity in an effort to “get my 
way” but because the power of God is shown when we are able to be unified despite our 
differences. May we be a church focused on the least and the lost? May we be a church more 
concerned with pain and hurt that exists in the world than we are about pensions and health 
benefits for ourselves? I don’t have all the answers but I commit to listening to everyone 
rather than speaking against others. I commit to listening to the Holy Spirit in an effort to 
become the church that Jesus Christ desires us to be. I will be honest – I believe this might 
require us to make some fundamental changes in our structure but I believe it is worth the 
effort. Not in order to save an institution but to reach a world desperate for Jesus Christ. The 
world sees enough division and disputes. Aren’t we supposed to be different than the world? 
May we unite together to work for a church where the kingdom of God is “on earth as it is in 
heaven." 
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Name: Cassandra Rapko 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 33 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: St Paul UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 
Greetings in Christ! 

My name is Cassie Rapko, and I am appointed as the 
pastor of St. Paul UMC. I was born and raised in the UMC and 
my vision for the Church focuses on the attributes found in Micah 6:8, “to do justice, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.” I believe Micah summarizes our history and 
provides a roadmap for the future of the UMC as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  

I envision a church that continues to do justice that follows the example of Jesus in 
speaking up and being in ministry with the oppressed and outcast. Doing justice is an 
important part of Christian discipleship and is especially important as we foster the next 
generations of leadership within our denomination. I envision a church that loves mercy. 
Jesus told us “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) We live 
in a world that is constantly telling us we are not enough, and I have always experienced the 
UMC as a place that would see the image of God in me, despite my sins and shortcomings. 
We should continue to be that church. 

Finally, I envision the church walking humbly with God. We are a people of faith 
who are moving on toward perfection in love and I pray that we follow both the word of God 
and the Holy Spirit’s guidance in moving us toward loving God and loving neighbor.  
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Name: Jody Ray 
City: Marietta 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Mt Bethel UMC Marietta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

As we face challenges in our everyday lives, we soon 
realize that we are unable to carry the weight on in our own 
strength. It is then that we realize that as Christians, we have Jesus 
who is greater than ourselves with us. It is our Wesleyan understanding of grace gives us 
hope in the midst of life’s difficulties. 

Both as individuals and in our corporate understanding as United Methodists, we are 
called to transform the world for the sake of Christ. As clergy, one of our primary tasks is to 
equip others for the work of the ministry. This equipping is not to be self-serving, only caring 
for the needs within the church buildings. Rather we are to equip in order to serve our 
neighbors through missional living.  

John Wesley’s vision was to bring the holiness of Christ to the world. Through his 
intentional methodology, he put into place a process to equip and send workers into the world 
to bring people to repentance through God’s transforming grace. As each church focuses on 
this primary mission, of bringing people into a personal relationship with Christ, growing 
them up in faith, and sending them out to serve the world, the United Methodist Church can 
impact the world from now to eternity.  
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Name: Derrick Rhodes 
City: Tyrone 
Age: 56 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Kelley Chapel UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Some people believe that the UMC’s better days are behind 
us. But is this true? Certainly not! We are more than we have accomplished. 

The United Methodist Church is like a willow planted by the riverbank that sends out 
its roots by the stream. Feeding growling bellies, and clothing and housing cold bodies, this 
tree has done so much to nurture others; but it has much more to do. We have been witnesses 
throughout this planet. Nonetheless, there are cultures, both foreign and domestic, who still 
need Jesus’ style of love. In 2016, in the United States, UMC received 108,071 new 
members. But there are lost souls not yet harvested. 

New ideas have been cultivated to help congregations to be more diverse and attract 
more energy. But there are ideas not yet bloomed. The One Way Forward, Connectional 
Conference, and Traditional Plans are all visions to help the UMC blaze an adventurous new 
trail. But there are visions not yet cast. We are like a tree planted beneath the moist ground 
with untapped strength, unused success, and unexposed abilities. What we shall be, it has not 
yet appeared. Therefore, I want to be a part of the people who water and fertilize this 
burgeoning tree. My knowledge about its evolutionary history, structure, and system will 
help us to nourish this tree so that it continues to nurture others, and have a long, fruitful life. 
I want to help our church mature to its God-given potential.  
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Name: Adam Roberts 
City: Douglasville 
Age: 45 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: LaGrange 
Appointment: LaGrange College 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response:  Why do you feel called to be a 
delegate to General Conference and Jurisdictional 
Conferences?   

I represent the vital connection of the North Georgia College with its family of 
church-related colleges and universities. Because of my work as a college Chaplain, I can 
represent the essential beliefs and needs of United Methodist young adults, and work to 
amplify their voices and articulate their desire for change. I want to see full inclusion for the 
LGBTQ+ community, including the right to marry in the church and the right to pursue 
ordination. I have served on various boards and committees in the North Georgia 
Conference, including 8 years on the Board of Ordained Ministry. I am a practical 
theologian, educator and established leader with a track record of building relationships 
across boundaries of difference. 
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Name: Alice Rogers 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 58 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Gainesville District 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate 
to General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?   

My first commitment to the election of clergy delegates 
to the 2020 General Conference is to elect younger delegates. 
The future of the church is one in which they should have a 
primary and significant voice. The primary reason I offer myself for service concerns the 
need for coaching those who have never experienced a General Conference. The learning 
curve is steep, and I believe it is helpful to have those with experience work alongside those 
who are new to the legislative process. I am happy to serve in such a role from the sidelines 
or from a position on the delegation. If I am elected, I will give my best in service to the 
church; and if I am not, I will offer myself as a mentor to those who will attend for the first 
time.   
 

77



Name: Dalton Rushing 
City: Decatur  
Age: 36 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Decatur Charge (Decatur First and North 
Decatur UMCs) 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?  

I prayed for a long, long time before deciding to self-
nominate this year. General Conference 2016 was difficult 
enough; regardless of how you feel about the outcome, 2019 was downright broken. And yet 
as someone who (God willing) has more than thirty-five years remaining in ministry and thus 
will be living with the results of this General Conference for a long time, I feel called to 
contribute to healing that brokenness, however possible. I have learned some tough, 
important lessons as I have served in this last quadrennium, both as a reserve and seated 
delegate. Too often, General Conference feels as if it exists for its own sake, rather than for 
the sake of Christ and the local church. So many of our congregations are strong! And yet we 
spend millions of dollars on a meeting that often ends up doing harm, rather than 
empowering our local churches to evangelize, make disciples, and transform the world in 
Jesus’s name. I have learned the importance of relationships, within the annual conference 
and across the connection. Having once worked in the Southeastern Jurisdiction office of 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, it has been good to reconnect with others from all 
over the world as we seek to be faithful to our Christian heritage and our Wesleyan zeal. 
Mostly, I have learned that God is at work, always, even when it feels otherwise. If my gifts 
can be helpful in serving God in this work, I want to be faithful. 
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Name: Charles Savage 
City: Roswell 
Age: 72 
Conference Classification: Retired Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Sardis UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I feel that I am being called to use the broad set of skills 
that God has afforded me the opportunity to develop during my 
lifetime as a GC delegate. I believe that God has positioned me to help the UMC focus on the 
mission of “Making Disciples for the Transformation of the World.” I have worked faithfully 
since I was first elected a GC delegate in 2008 to help keep our focus on sharing the 
Goodnews of God's love for all people. I have been blessed to serve the General Conference 
for the last two Quadrennium on the Committee on Reference. In 2012 I served as vice-
chairperson and in 2016 and 2019 General Conferences as chairperson. I serve on the 
Wespath audit committee and as chairperson of the UMHEF audit committee. As chairperson 
of the North Georgia United Methodist Foundation I facilitated the merger with the South 
Georgia Foundation and served as President of the merged Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation for 5 years. I have been involved with the ministry of the UMC in Africa and 
Russia. I am more excited than ever about being a part of the possibilities that our global 
church will have in sharing God's love at home and across the world. I thank God for you and 
for your willingness to consider me as a delegate for the 2020 GC. I look forward to serving 
God, you, and our UMC worldwide in making disciples of Christ who are transforming the 
world by God's love. 
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Name: Julie Schendel 
City: Conyers 
Age: 38 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
Appointment: Crossroads UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

During my formative years, a friend invited me to join her 
at Sunday School and drove me every week. Once I got involved 
in one area, I quickly found my place in worship, youth group, and many other activities. As 
life got more complicated and there was tension at home, or trouble at school, the church was 
always a place where I felt safe and accepted just as I was. I could ask difficult questions and 
was encouraged to grow in my faith. I fell in love not just with Christ, but with the people 
who surrounded me, the love I experienced, and the message of grace I learned. It offered me 
hope for the future. Now as clergy, the longer I serve, the more I am in love with the UMC, 
even when we disagree. It breaks my heart that not everyone has had this experience, has felt 
this acceptance, or has been welcomed and valued. My vision for the UMC is one where new 
life is breathed into dry bones, where we reach people in radical new ways, where disciples 
are not only made, but are welcomed without question, loved as they are, and valued for what 
they bring to the table. Loving one another is no longer enough. We must do all in our power 
to make God’s kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven, fully including all God’s children. 
And I have hope that the Holy Spirit will lead us into this reality. 
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Name: Steve Schofield 
City: Dahlonega 
Age: 52 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Dahlonega UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

My hope for the United Methodist Church going 
forward is that we recapture our Wesleyan roots as a vibrant, 
Spirit-led, evangelistic and global movement that transforms 
peoples’ lives through the redeeming grace and love of Jesus Christ. Our mission is making 
disciples for Jesus Christ and serving in the Kingdom of God. God gifted me with a number 
of unusual life-experiences that have taught me valuable lessons in what is necessary for this 
service as United Methodists. As a Pastor I have learned both the importance of grace as we 
help people to understand the everlasting love that God has for them and of sanctification as 
the work of the Holy Spirit to teach, correct and transform persons into holiness. Jesus loves 
us as we are, but He loves us too much to leave us as we are. As a missionary to Bolivia 
through the GBOM, I learned the importance of the global connection of the Church. We in 
the United States need to joyfully serve side-by-side with our brothers and sisters from all 
over the world; that is why I serve on the Board of World Methodist Evangelism Institute at 
Candler. As an Attorney, I understand the institutional importance of clarity in our polity and 
rules with a consistent application of the same. If we arbitrarily enforce rules, this creates 
anxiety, distrust and division throughout the system and violates fundamental fairness. I 
agree with John Wesley and our Book of Discipline in the primacy of Scripture as our 
touchstone. 
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Name: Phil Schroeder 
City: Decatur 
Age: 54 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: North Georgia Conference 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

Thank you for your confidence in me. You have trusted me 
to lead in areas across this conference and as a delegate to General 
and Jurisdictional Conference where I have served on the Discipleship and Conferences 
Legislative Committees. You have invited me to preach in your local churches, guide your 
stewardship programs, challenge your churches through long range planning and strengthen 
your hospitality through mystery worship. I am grateful for the privilege of serving alongside 
you.  

General Conference can be a challenging place to try to get things accomplished. I 
feel called to continue this service as a delegate because I have been blessed to make 
connections across the denomination and jurisdiction which have allowed for collaboration to 
impact legislation. In fact, during the called General Conference, we were working via email 
with over 100 congregational development leaders across the denomination to perfect 
legislation. My work has allowed me to have a broad perspective on who our annual 
conference is and aspires to be as I have worked in all of the districts and consulted with 
churches of all shapes and sizes.  

I am dreaming of a church that creatively connects with its community while calling 
the people within to deeper discipleship. My ministry was formed by Disciple Bible study 
which immersed us in the text while connecting us deeply with each other by asking 
questions that called us to think and grow. Please consider giving me the chance to lead 
through General and Jurisdictional Conference in 2020.  
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Name: Blair Setnor 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 35 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Glenn Memorial UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is that we reflect 
the beautiful diversity of God’s Kingdom. We, the church, would be examples of Christ’s 
love: extending grace first and honoring each person as a beloved, image bearing, child of 
God. Those of us in positions of power and privilege would work to make space for all 
voices and more importantly, we would pass the mic and listen. We would live out our 
baptismal vows: we would renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers 
of this world, and repent of our sin. We would accept the freedom and power God gives us to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. We would 
work together to bring the hope and new life of resurrection to broken places. We would love 
as God loves. 
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Name: Mike Shearon 
City: Whitesburg 
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: New Beginnings UMC 
Ethnicity: Native American 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I believe God is calling me to represent the marginalized 
Native Americans of our conference. I was ordained an Elder in 
North Georgia on June 13, 2006 and served as the Chairperson 
of the Conference Office of Native American Ministries (CONAM) for 8 years. I also served 
on the NGUMC Lay Revitalization Team. I received my Bachelor of Science degree from 
Georgia State University in 1997, my Masters of Divinity degree from Emory University in 
2002, and my Doctor of Ministry degree from Erskine Theological Seminary in 2009. I have 
served from one end of the North Georgia Conference to the other: Burnt Hickory UMC-5 
years; Concord-Ruckersville UMCs-3 years; Tunnel Hill UMC-6 years; Harlem UMC-4 
years; and New Beginnings UMC-3 years (current appointment). I love Jesus Christ, His 
Holy Scriptures, and His church--the Body of Christ. I love our polity and our Book of 
Discipline. I pray that God will make all of us into better disciples who have a heart for all 
lost sinners. I pray that all of us will confess, repent, die to ourselves, and be recreated daily 
into the image of Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord for He alone that which we cannot do for 
ourselves!  
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Name: Jasmine R Smothers 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 36 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Atlanta First UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

As a product of the “I Dream A Church...” movement in the 
late 1990s, I remember when young people around the world were 
invited to publically dream a church full of a future with hope! Even then, we did not all 
agree on what that future would look like but we worked together to envision God’s future. 
I’ve done my best to embody hope in and for our church. I yearn to see our church live into 
God's hope-filled future. While serving on the Commission on a Way Forward, I learned 
about and observed several practices that sent me into deep discernment about serving as a 
delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences. As a result, I now envision a United 
Methodist Church that is a “via media”/middle way contagious Wesleyan movement, in word 
and deed, dedicated to life transformation in our communities and around the globe. I love 
our church and pray for its public identity to be a radically loving and reaching movement 
that exists to serve God’s people through mission, equipping, worship, community 
engagement, and the love of Jesus Christ.  

I envision a diverse and inclusive church that is a refuge for all; and a place of 
stretching and growing together. I envision a church where grace abounds; and where justice 
and kindness are championed. I believe that this will take a balance of tradition and 
innovation; listening and challenging; tried and true wisdom and inspiring fresh ideas; 
structure and flexibility. With God, we can do it! 
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Name: Travis Sneed 
City: Auburn 
Age: 35 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Barrow Community Church - A UM Congregation 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

When I answered my call to ministry and pursued ordination 
in The United Methodist Church, I chose this denomination because of its rich, Wesleyan 
theology rooted in grace, holiness, mission & service. Over the past ten years, I’ve witnessed 
our church move from its emphasis on "Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World" to an emphasis on social justice based on an ethnocentric view 
of sexuality. In the process we've wasted time, resources, energy and given more to issues 
than people! 

I feel called to be a delegate to General Conference or Jurisdictional Conference to 
help lead OR select the leadership for our denomination through the turmoil that has been the 
past four years and into a new season refocused on mission and ministry, recommitted to our 
orthodox, Wesleyan, and evangelical faith tradition, and with a renewed spirit of unity as 
“the people called Methodists.” 
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Name: Jessica E Terrell 
City: Eatonton 
Age: 37 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Augusta 
Appointment: Eatonton First UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I believe Jesus showed us that in our hearts and in the church 
we should have a really big table with many people around it with a lot of love between 
them. Big table. All kinds of people. A whole lot of love.  

My spiritual journey has helped me with that. It began on my family’s farm in 
LaGrange and has taken me in a variety of directions. I’ve been a pastor in rural, suburban, 
metro, and county-seat settings. I’ve served in Campus Ministry at Emory University and in 
churches with as few as 50 members and as many as 1800. My experiences have helped me 
develop my interpersonal skills and ability to work with people with a variety of backgrounds 
and perspectives. I am down-to-earth and believe everyone can teach me something about 
what it means to love Christ and serve his church.  

I’ve served on two district committees on Ordained Ministry and as Secretary of the 
Conference Board. I am a Trustee of the conference and will be a district superintendent 
beginning in June. I understand the beauty and complexity of our connectional system. I 
know the decisions we make now will affect the church for years to come and I would like to 
help make them. 

If you elect me to serve as a delegate I promise to keep my table, heart, and mind 
open to the laity and clergy of the NGA Conference, and to the love of God and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. 
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Name: Paul Thibodeaux 
City: Snellville 
Age: 52 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Impact UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

My first encounter with Methodism began when I started 
attending a United Methodist church for worship with my family. 
It was there that I had my “heart strangely warmed” experience and my life changed. Since 
that moment I have enjoyed participating, learning, growing, witnessing, and eventually 
accepting my call to ministry in the United Methodist Church. The process of becoming an 
Elder in Full Connection was challenging, encouraging, and edifying experience.  

One of the greatest elements of being in ministry in our United Methodist Church is 
Annual Conference. Some may not agree, but I enjoy my few days in Athens in the summer 
with my colleagues. It is a joy to hear all of the different ways our church impacts North 
Georgia and the many of other places around the globe. Our time together of Holy 
Conferencing builds relationships, restores hope, and increases our faith. 

Operating in ministry within the connectional nature of the United Methodist Church 
is such a blessing to me. As a delegate, representing the North Georgia Annual Conference, I 
will work hard to help our church continue its vision of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” I will work closely with other delegates to bring about unity 
and to seek ways to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all people. It would be an honor to 
represent our Annual Conference as a delegate to the 2020 General Conference.  
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Name: Byron Thomas 
City: Marietta 
Age: 59 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Ben Hill UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is that we will be 
the body of Christ having the missional focus of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. My prayer is that this will not simply be a 
mantra we state but a mission by which we live. I am of the belief that in order to do so it 
will require us to trust God, prioritize the mission God gave to God’s church, and equip 
ourselves with the experiential knowledge that comes when we have first become disciples 
ourselves (not simply church members). I envision a church where we not only know 
scripture, but, most importantly, we are willing to submit ourselves to the God of the 
scriptures who is presently at work in our world. Not only do I believe that this will lead to 
the creation of a more authentic and genuine communion, but that it will also lead to the kind 
of community spoken of in Acts 2:47. One in which “. . . the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.” My vision is that clarity of and commitment to the 
mission of the church will engender a deep sense of commitment to justice, a willingness to 
engage in spiritual warfare, the offering of a boundless grace, and where the character of our 
relationships are such that, in the words of the songwriter, “They will know that we are 
Christians by our love!” 
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Name: Brian Tillman 
City: Fairburn 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta College Park 
Appointment: Ben Hill UMC 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the UMC is that it would work to be relevant 
to the communities in which the churches are located. This does not mean that the church 
tests the temperature of the community like a thermometer, but rather that the church would 
set the temperature based on what the community needs like a thermostat. Doing this requires 
relationships inside and outside of the church. This requires racial inclusivity as a pivotal 
benchmark that must be intentional. The church must take seriously the call to feed, clothe, 
visit, include, and embrace people; all people. Exclusion is incompatible with Christian 
teaching. The future of the United Methodist Church is bright if it commits to justice and 
righteousness, grace and mercy, love and service. These things inform my ministry, how I 
pastor, and the work I do as the chair of the Commission on Religion and Race. 
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Name: Blair Tolbert 
City: Young Harris 
Age: 35 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: Young Harris College 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences?  

The work of a delegate includes having vision and even 
dreaming for the future of the church. My ministry context affords 
me a unique and invaluable perspective concerning the very future of The United Methodist 
Church. Serving and working alongside college students and young adults as a Chaplain and 
campus minister allows me to be in constant connection to the next generation of clergy and 
lay leaders. These young adults push me to imagine a church that is more focused on 
outreach and missions and more concerned about community building than building 
buildings. These young adults care about authentic and genuine leadership. These young 
adults are centering their lives and vocation with the core values of generosity, diversity, and 
innovation. Most of all, this generation of young adults believes the church is more than 
institution. The church must be a creative body of believers who are generating more and 
new ministries and outposts of grace and love so we may be the Kingdom of God here and 
now. It is through and because of their energy and honesty and generosity that I am called to 
be a delegate.  
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Name: Steven Usry 
City: Lawrenceville 
Age: 48 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Sugarloaf UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have been a lifelong United Methodist! I received salvation 
in the United Methodist Church at 11 years of age. I received my calling to vocational 
ministry in the United Methodist Church at 13 years of age. I have been serving alongside the 
United Methodist Church in ministry since that time. I love the Church of Jesus Christ, its 
mission to the world, and waking up every morning to advance the Kingdom through our 
connection.  

I received my M.Div. from Candler Theological Seminary, my D.Min. from Asbury 
Theological Seminary, have been ordained for 25 years to pastor and plant churches for our 
great conference. My commitment if elected as a delegate will be: 
~ a vow to represent North Georgia with excellence  
~ a vote in alignment with God’s Word and an understanding of Church history 
~ promote best practices of leadership and apostolic church growth  
~ work for deeper connections/partnerships with the global body and members of the General 
Conference from all over the world. It would be my great honor to serve and represent the 
North Georgia Annual Conference! 
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Name: Amy Valdez Barker 
City: Evanston 
Age: 43 
Conference Classification: Deacon In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Global Ministries 
Ethnicity: Asian 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

The United Methodist Church is one of the most diverse 
and beautiful connections that strengthen the global impact of 
Christ’s mission in the world today. As an ordained deacon in our 
connection serving Global Ministries, I have had the distinct privilege of witnessing this 
connection at its best and its worst. When we are living at our best, we work together to 
eradicate poverty in some of the most remote, war-torn, desolate places in the world. When 
we are at our best, we offer people hope by reaching out and connecting to people who have 
never experienced Christ's love and grace. When we are at our best, we tell stories of a 
church community who focuses on the “whole person,” ensuring that the body is fed and 
nourished and the soul is covered through our connection to Christ and the mind is enriched 
by the wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Over and over again, wherever I travel in the world, these 
are the stories of hope I hear from the people who have come to know Jesus through The 
United Methodist Church.   

My vision for The UMC is to strengthen, sustain and grow the power of our 
connection. Our connection to Christ will be the foundation for our connection to each other 
and the world. I want to continue to be a steward of that connection for God's mission in the 
world today. I believe I can represent North Georgia well in this connection at General 
Conference 2020. 
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Name: Miguel Velez-Andujar 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 45 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Skyland UMC 
Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I have had the opportunity to serve on the General Council 
of Ministry (2000-2004) and on the National Hispanic Plan (2002-
2004) and on several committees at the Annual Conference level. I am a lifelong Methodist 
and have served in the North Georgia Conference for over 22 years. I am committed to the 
future of our church and have a heart for Latino ministry and children's ministries. I am 
currently on my last year of my Doctor of Ministry at Asbury Seminary on preaching and 
leadership and would love the opportunity to represent our conference and churches at the 
General Conference level. I am very familiar with our book of discipline, our polity and our 
history and feel called to help shape the future of our church.  

I am only 45 years old, yet have a wealth of experience serving in the North Georgia 
Conference, working with churches of all sizes and with a diversity of ministries. I think I 
would be a good addition to our delegation and would consider it a blessing to serve in this 
capacity. I nominate myself after prayer and discernment and feel that this is something God 
wants me to do. 
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Name: Max Vincent 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: St James UMC Atlanta 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United 
Methodist Church? 

I believe our Wesleyan theology of grace is the message 
that is greatly needed today. Reaching out with God's redeeming 
love for all and growing in our awareness of God's love for us through the means of grace are 
central to our mission of making disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world. Many 
will receive this invitation and growth in grace through the ministry of local congregations. 
Others reached initially through the ministry of our boards, agencies, missionaries, or campus 
ministries will hopefully be connected with a local community of faith. Our network of 
conferences should strengthen the ministry of the local church, offering ways to connect to 
God's work in the wider world.  

Because of God's grace at work in us, we are compelled to reach out to others in love 
and service. Much of this outreach may occur at the local level, but we may feel compelled to 
enter God's work in the wider world through a mission experience or a lifetime of mission 
service. Our connections should make such work easier for us. We should not see our 
connections as a burden but as a way to strengthen the work of each local congregation to 
reach out to all in their community with God's love and welcome all who want to join God's 
ministry of bringing healing to the world. General Conference should work to increase the 
ability of the local church to contextualize how this grace is offered in each community.  
 
 

95



Name: David Walters 
City: Winder 
Age: 42 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Gainesville 
Appointment: The Vine UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? N/A 
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Name: Terry Walton 
City: Kennesaw 
Age: 63 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Marietta 
Appointment: Atlanta Marietta District Office 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I was raised in a United Methodist ‘Part-time Local’ 
Pastor’s Home. I have served churches in size from AWA of 36 to 
AWA of 1500. I know the rural, suburban and town contexts. My present position as District 
Superintendent has taught me new lessons about the larger Connectional church. It is an 
honor to lend my years of local church experience to this new role of DS. I served as a 
Jurisdictional Delegate for the North Georgia Conference in 1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004. My 
background in the conference has been various, from Vocational and Career Planning, Chair 
of our Conference Vision 2000 effort, Chair Committee on Resolutions, Working with 
Physically Challenged through the Aldersgate Homes Board. Presently I am the Cabinet 
Representative to the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. All of this to say that I believe 
there needs to be some with experience on our General and Jurisdictional Clergy Delegation. 
Someone who understands the broad spectrum of our diverse conference. I believe our UM 
Church can have a broad and relevant witness of God's love to ALL people in the world. At 
this juncture in my ministry I simply desire to be helpful to this work of God’s Kingdom on 
earth. I love our Lord. I love the United Methodist Church (warts and all). If I can help in 
some way, then I’m thankful for the opportunity. I will work hard and faithfully for our Lord 
and His Church. May God’s Peace reign among us. Ephesians 4:4. Amen. 
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Name: Brent White 
City: Fayetteville 
Age: 49 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Cannon UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

For many years, I have advocated—with compassion, love, 
and integrity—for the authority and complete truthfulness of scripture. I strive to be, along 
with Wesley, "homo unius libri," a man of one book. Yet, too often, in our arguments over 
the "presenting issue" that divides our denomination, we speak as if the Bible's witness on 
sex and marriage no longer matters, or that it's unclear, or that we can't discern what God is 
trying to tell us. I disagree. My disagreement is based solely on this conviction: once we've 
done careful exegetical and hermeneutical work—availing ourselves of the best scholarship 
to determine what scripture says and how it applies to our lives today—we must let scripture 
alone have its way. Indeed, to do otherwise would be a serious sin: to defy God himself, to 
contradict his revealed will. This, I fear, is what's at stake in the crisis in which our 
denomination finds itself: will we be faithful to what God is telling us in the "God-breathed" 
words that he guided the Bible's authors to write down? As a Candler graduate (2007) who at 
one time stood on the other side of this issue, I think I've heard all the arguments from 
scripture for full inclusion of the LGBTQ. I'm now convinced that these arguments are either 
deceptive, disingenuous, or, at best, poorly reasoned. If elected to GC2020, I will vote with 
these convictions. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Name: David Wofford 
City: Athens 
Age: 41 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Athens Elberton 
Appointment: Young Harris Memorial UMC Athens 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is that we be a 
people who continue to receive God’s grace humbly, be transformed entirely, and be the 
body of Christ universally. We live in an ever changing and ever revealing, fallen world. I 
believe that the U.M.C. is being called to live out a practical divinity while continuing to 
offer the world the love of God, the power of the Cross, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.  

As the United Methodist connection seeks to adapt to an ever-shrinking globe, we 
should place a robust emphasis on the teachings and applications of Scripture from a 
Wesleyan perspective. We must be about the business of making new disciples of Jesus 
Christ and sending them out to proclaim God. I believe the U.M.C.’s future will be one of 
continued robust prayer, discipleship, transformation and service to the world when we seek 
God and remain rooted scripturally. This vision for the U.M.C. is a counter-cultural vision. 
Yet, this vision is the vision of those whom we follow across the arc of Methodist history.  

If the U.M.C. and the North Georgia Annual Conference are to play vital roles in the 
lives of others to come, the key to our fruitful work will be due to a scriptural rootedness and 
meaningful, contextual service. Leading our denomination with humility and gratitude in 
these ways will allow God to receive the glory! 
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Name: Steven Wood Sr. 
City: Alpharetta 
Age: 61 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Roswell 
Appointment: Mt Pisgah UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I feel called by God to be a delegate to do all I can to help us 
focus on our mission: Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 
This is our mission and priority. I have worked faithfully since 2008 when I was first elected 
as a GC delegate to serve in such a way as to keep us focused on our mission as we follow 
Christ together through the power of the Holy Spirit by loving God and loving all people. 
God has blessed me with great opportunity to serve in answering this call. I have been 
afforded leadership positions by being elected by General Conference delegates to serve as 
the Chairperson of the GAEM Committee of the UMC General Council on Finance and 
Administration. I understand that the vision required to live in that mission going forward 
requires a new model to engage and value emerging generations and diverse people groups. 
Sharing God’s love with them through the ministry of the UMC is my call. Having 
personally engaged in Cambodia, Russia, Congo, Philippines, and Europe, I am more 
inspired than ever to be a part of the global move of God that is unfolding and progressing 
with passion in the UMC. I thank God for the opportunity and for your willingness to 
consider me one more time to serve God, you, and our UMC brothers and sisters worldwide 
in making disciples of Jesus who are transforming the world by God’s love.  
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Name: Winston Worrell 
City: Norcross 
Age: 67 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: World Methodist Evangelism 
Ethnicity: Black 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I do feel called to be a delegate to the 2020 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences because I believe in the mission of the United Methodist Church 
(UMC): “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” I look 
forward to being an enabler in the continued achievement of this mission. I support the 
rationale of the mission of the UMC, “…by proclaiming the good news of God’s grace and 
by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of 
God’s reign and realm in the world.” I want to be a facilitator in the UMC in the continued 
achievement of these goals.  

My experience in the worldwide UMC through 25 years of service to the World 
Methodist Evangelism Institute is an asset. I have visited hundreds of congregations and led 
training seminars in the United States and in Central Conferences, and I have a heart for the 
UMC. My 22 years of involvement in World Methodist Conferences, facilitating groups, 
leading seminars, attending sub-committees, relating well with world leaders in our 
Wesleyan movement, will help me make significant contributions to the General Conference.   

My experiences visiting previous General/Jurisdictional Conferences are assets. I 
pray for a unified outcome of the specially-called 2019 General Conference and offer to help 
our denomination achieve further unity. It would be a privilege to represent the North 
Georgia Conference, participate in key decision-making at the 2020 General/Jurisdictional 
Conferences and return to my conference to make a difference in my denomination.    
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Name: Blair Zant 
City: Lawrenceville 
Age: 37 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: North Georgia Conference 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: Why do you feel called to be a delegate to 
General Conference and Jurisdictional Conferences? 

I would be honored to serve as a delegate to the 2020 General 
and/or Jurisdictional Conferences. I gladly lend my experience, gifts, and the perspectives 
I've gained from relationships across our conference and global connection in hopes of 
creating a church with integrity. We need fierce advocates. We also need listeners. 
Moderators. Peacemakers. This is me. To the delegation, I would bring the gift of empathy in 
hopes of restoring our humanity.  

I have clear vision for our church. I wish to see all legal marriages recognized, 
consecrated and resourced by the church to ensure health, sanctity and fidelity. I wish to 
celebrate the ordination of gifted, Spirit-anointed clergy persons, and in my role, help equip 
them and their congregations for effective ministry; pastors whose age, race, first language, 
ability, gender identity, or sexual orientation are considered Galatians-like non-issues, or 
better still considered assets to authentic outreach in their ministry context. I wish to see new 
disciples growing in Scriptural literacy and imagination. I wish to see healthy clergy in love 
with ministry, and congregations relentless in bringing people into relationship with Christ.  

I savor these words from our communion liturgy: “Lord make us One with Christ, 
One with Each Other, and One in Ministry to all the world.” This is my prayer for our 
Church. And it drives my work. My vision is to see true collaboration between congregants, 
between congregations, and between congregations and their communities. I feel like this is 
how true Oneness in Christ would manifest. 
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Name: Will Zant 
City: Atlanta 
Age: 39 
Conference Classification: Elder In Full Connection 
District: Atlanta Emory 
Appointment: Haygood Memorial UMC 
Ethnicity: White 
Question/Response: What is your vision for the United Methodist 
Church? 

My vision for the United Methodist Church is one of full 
inclusion of our LGBTQ community in all facets of ministry and 
marriage. This vision flows out of my experience of the expansive and inclusive heart of 
Jesus. I attended the called session of General Conference and witnessed the damage done 
towards our LGBTQ community. It’s time for the centrist of our denomination to quit 
playing referee and get onto the field of this great struggle over human sexuality. God needs 
us to be advocates for our LGBTQ community. I feel like I could help bring unity, trust and 
character in doing so. Over the last 5 years, with some struggle, God has changed my heart 
and mind about how to feel towards marriage and ordination for our LGBTQ members of our 
church. 

I believe General Conference 2020 can be a time to change our denomination’s 
current trajectory and head in a positive direction. I believed that the One Church Plan was 
the most hopeful model for GC 2019 and believe we can develop a new model that ensures 
full inclusion for our LGBTQ members while making room for traditionalists. Lastly, our 
church needs to become more innovative in our evangelical efforts. We have the best news in 
the world to share about Christ our Lord and Savior, but our attendance numbers tell us we're 
missing the mark. I have developed innovative strategies for reaching new people at the local 
church level that can help our larger connection.  
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