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Isaiah 9:2 – “The People walking in darkness have seen a great light:” 

     

We praise God for you in this Holy Season of Advent! And together with you, we 

await the birth of our Lord Jesus once again. In Him, there is Hope, Peace, Joy, 

and most of all love.  

Love from us to you. Merry and Holy Christmas! 

Susan and Denise 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Response Team (ERT) Training 

Saturday, February 26, 2022, 8:30am – 4:00 pm 

LaGrange First UMC, 401 Broad Street, Methodist Ministry Center 

Please pre-register by February 22 at this link: 
https://na.eventscloud.com/655771 

or contact the District Office at 

770-227-1074 or southwest@ngumc.net 

What is an Early Response Team? 

While ERT’s are not first responders, they fill a specific need in the early days after a 

disaster to clean damaged homes, remove debris, place tarps on homes and otherwise 

prevent further damage, while providing a caring Christian presence.  When tornadoes 

hit a part of our district earlier this year, ERT Teams were very much needed and 

played an important role in recovery.  You must complete this training in order to serve 

on an ERT. 

If you live in the eastern portion of the SouthWest District and are interested in a 

training session in your area, please contact the District Office and if we get enough 

response, we will work to set that up. 

The SouthWest District is pleased to have Dr. Gregory 

Ellison II and his team lead a Fearless Dialogues 

workshop for our district on Saturday, February 5, 

10am-3pm at Griffin First UMC.  All clergy in the 

district are asked to participate and bring several key 

leaders from their church.  This event is being offered 

at no cost to churches or participants.  The hope is 

that this conversation will lead to further 

conversations and events within our district.   

https://na.eventscloud.com/655771
mailto:southwest@ngumc.net


 

Clergy Ethics Training 

Every four years, every clergy under appointment must complete a Clergy Ethics course 
sponsored by the North Georgia Conference.  In 2022 online courses will be offered at various 
times in late March and early April.  Emails will be sent from the Conference to notify all pastors 
when the registration link is open, most likely, by Monday, December 6.  It will be available on 
the Center for Clergy Excellence page of the Conference Website:  
(https://www.ngumc.org/clergyexcellence).  Be sure to register early as each class session has a 

limited number of participants.  Clergy who do not complete the ethics training are in jeopardy of 
losing their appointment. 
 
 

District At Large Delegates Needed 
The SouthWest District is responsible for 42 At Large Delegates for the 2022 Annual Conference (6 

youth, 8 young adults and 28 general).  The Board of Laity is now accepting applications for anyone 

wishing to serve in this capacity.  At this time, a decision has not yet been made regarding an in person 

gathering.  For more information, or to receive an application, please contact Denise Wilson in the 

District Office (southwest@ngumc.net or 770-227-1074), or visit the Special Events and News page of 

the district website (www.ngumc.org/southwest).  Deadline for submission is January 14. 

 
 
 
 
It’s that time of year again, time to begin working on information for the End of Year Report!  Every 
church must submit these reports online through Data Services by January 31, 2022, (the earlier, the 
better!).  You can go to the conference website now and print blank copies of the forms 
(https://www.ngumc.org/forms?dir=fileslibrary/endofyearreports ) to aid in gathering the required 
information.  The system will open on Wednesday, January 12 for input. 
 
The SouthWest District has put together a Statistician Team of pastors who are available to assist with 
the End of Year Reports, led by District Statistician, Rev. Skip Mitchell.  Pastor’s will be receiving that 
information before the end of the year.  The district is also offering a workshop on Tuesday, January 11 
at 6:00pm to review the process for completing reports.  Any clergy or laity involved in the completion 
of the reports is invited to participate in the workshop, either in person at the District Office or by Zoom.   
Contact Denise to make a reservation (770-227-1074 or southwest@ngumc.net).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Year Reports 

Clergy Retirement Seminar 

Tuesday, January 18, 2022, 10am 

Dunwoody UMC, 1548 Mt. Vernon Road, Dunwoody 

Attendance is recommended for all clergy looking to retire in the next five 

years.  A registration link will be available very soon on the Conference 

website. 

 

https://www.ngumc.org/clergyexcellence
mailto:southwest@ngumc.net
http://www.ngumc.org/southwest
https://www.ngumc.org/forms?dir=fileslibrary/endofyearreports
mailto:southwest@ngumc.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The digital copy of the North GA Conference Journal is available in Data Services.  Laity may create an 
account to view or download the PDF found there under the “Journal” tab.  Clergy have access to the 
journal as part of their Data Services account.  Print copies may also be ordered.  Below are links for the 
print version. 
 
Note: Please order both volumes to have a complete 2021 Journal 

• 2021 North Georgia Annual Conference Journal - Volume 1 
• 2021 North Georgia Annual Conference Journal - Volume 2 

 
 

Attention Clergy 
 
On the district calendar that was distributed at the Set Up meeting in August, there was a 
District Ministers’ Meeting listed for Sunday, January 9 at 3:00pm. We had hoped to have that 
as an in-person event; however, for a variety of reasons, we have decided to make this a Zoom 
meeting.  It should be a brief gathering. You will be receiving more details in the next week or 
so, but please make sure this is on your calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 Annual Conference Journal 

Available 

 

Simplified Accountable Structure (One Board Model) 
Introductory Webinar 

Thursday, January 13, 6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

Webinar Registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hgIAR039R4GdbW0vr8efnA 

 
Any church interested in using this Simplified Accountable Structure for your church 

leadership model is encouraged to attend this webinar! 

https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/donn-ann-weber/2021-journal-of-the-north-georgia-annual-conference-vol-i/paperback/product-rqdkq6.html?page=1&pageSize=4
https://www.lulu.com/en/us/shop/donn-ann-weber/2021-journal-of-the-north-georgia-annual-conference-vol-2/paperback/product-q4yv2v.html?page=1&pageSize=4
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hgIAR039R4GdbW0vr8efnA


 

 
 
                                                                                  
The Wellroot Family Services Scholarship Program 
recognizes students for their community service, 
academic performance, and demonstrated 
leadership and participation in school.  Awards 
ranging from $1,000 to $4,000 will be granted for the 
2022-23 academic year.   
 
To apply, students must plan to enroll in full-time 
undergraduate study at an accredited two or four year college, university, or vocational-technical 
school in the US for the entire 2022-23 academic year.  For most awards, applicants must have 
a minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.0 scale (or its equivalent).  In addition to the above criteria, some 
of the funds within this program give preference to those who are or have been in foster care. 
 
The Application Portal is now open.  Deadline for applying is December 13.  To apply for 

Wellroot Scholarships, please go to https://wellroot.org/scholarships/. 
 
 

 
 
The Professional Administrators of the United Methodist Connectional Structure (PAUMCS) invite all 
church secretaries, administrative assistants, office managers, and any office staff of UM Churches or 
agencies to attend their annual conference and retreat at Lake Junaluska. Cost is $150 plus hotel.  

 registration is now open!  Contact Denise in the District Office for more information on the 
conference or the PAUMCS organization. 

 

https://wellroot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=d8769e0be5&e=28de624852
https://na.eventscloud.com/ehome/626757
https://wellroot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=9a3b416aaf&e=28de624852
https://wellroot.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=424a1b822b6ace301a283de64&id=a1918b4cb3&e=28de624852


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Rev. Alphonso Smith of Clark Chapel UMC who has just 

recently completed his final class in the Local Pastor Course of Study 

Program! 

 

District Calendar 
 
December 6-9 – Cabinet Meeting 
December 24-January 3 – District Office closed for the holidays (limited hours on Thursday, Dec. 23) 
January 7 – Last day to receive apportionment payments at the Conference office 
January 9 – District Ministers’ Meeting, via Zoom, 3:00pm 
January 11 – End of Year Report Workshop, In person at District Office or via Zoom, 6pm; contact the 
District Office to make a reservation or receive the Zoom link 
 
 

 

ATTENTION PASTORS, TREASURERS, FINANCE CHAIRS 
As we approach the end of the year it is important that churches check 

their apportionment and district work fund payment amounts.  This can be 
done at the following link on the conference website: 

 
https://www.ngumc.org/payments 

 
It is the expectation that every church will pay 100%.  Friday, January 7 is 

the last day to make any payments towards 2021 apportionments.  Checks 
must be in the hand of the Conference Treasurer’s office by that day. 

Happy Birthday to the following appointed ministers in the SouthWest 

District who are celebrating birthdays in December: 

15 – Russ Nuss    26 – Drew West 

18 – Keith Harris   29 – Dale Fuller 

21 – Ariana Eberle    

https://www.ngumc.org/payments

