
Q&A with the Georgia United Methodist Foundation on  
2018 North Georgia Annual Conference Resolution 

 

What is the purpose of this resolution?  
The Georgia United Methodist Foundation (GUMF) is a not-for-profit related-agency of the 
North and South Georgia Conferences of The United Methodist Church. GUMF offers certain 
investment, loan, and teaching products to United Methodist churches and individuals 
residing in Georgia. This resolution approves a unanimous decision by the GUMF Trustees 
to expand eligibility to other Methodists and Methodist entities within Georgia. These 
changes follow the example of other United Methodist Foundations and WesPath. 
 

Why is this necessary to bring before the Annual Conference?  
According to GUMF’s Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws, GUMF is controlled by the 
conferences it serves. Any changes to these documents must be approved by each Annual 
Conference.  
 

What happens if this resolution does not pass?  
Not passing this resolution would mean that GUMF does not have the ability to expand 
eligibility.  
 

What other entities could be served the GUMF?  
This would add other Wesleyan-tradition churches and individuals, such as the British 
Methodist Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Moravian Church in America, and other pan-Methodist churches and 
individuals to the list of permitted clients.   
 

Is GUMF going to immediately solicit business from these other Wesleyan 
denominations? 
There are no plans to do so at this time. This resolution merely allows the GUMF Trustees 
to make those decisions at an appropriate time without having to wait for the next Annual 
Conference sessions.  

 

If I have invested in GUMF is my money at risk? Should I be concerned? 
This is a proactive opportunity, not a cause for concern. As financial stewards of 
investment dollars, we believe that GUMF offers attractive, well priced products, carefully 
invested to meet the risk/return appetites of our clients. Our track record speaks to this.  
As lenders, we believe the quality of our loans and the sufficiency of our reserves is more 



than adequate for the risks inherent in this business.  Each year we publish disclosure 
statements available to anyone interested with detailed financial information on GUMF and 
summary statements regarding the risks of doing business with us. Certainly there is risk in 
any financial transaction. Because our goals as an organization are so aligned with those of 
our clients, we believe we manage risk effectively.  

We at GUMF certainly have no crystal ball with which to know the future. Our mission is 
the same as that of The United Methodist Church: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. We are part of the United Methodist Connection and intend to 
remain part of the Connection.  
 

Any final thoughts? 
GUMF respectfully asks you to approve this change. These changes enhance rather than 
diminish our ability to serve you.  Our commitment to this Annual Conference is that we 
will continue to faithfully provide good stewardship of your investments as long as you will 
allow us to do so.   
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