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Welcome to the First Edition of THE TALKING DRUM! 

 
TALKING DRUMS, FROM SPIRITUALITY TO SPEECH 

 Hourglass-shaped talking drums are some of the oldest instruments used by West African griots 

and master drummers. This drum is more than a percussion instrument… It is one of the most 

sacred instruments that can be traced back to the Yoruba ethnic group. The drum has a unique 

melodic sound which means it can imitate the tones of language and in this way speak words. 

Along with its spiritual power and healing properties, the talking drum is also a source of history, 

poetry and proverbs.  

There is an intense religious spirituality within the African continent that gives many objects of 

the physical world a spiritual significance. It is the belief that objects, places and creatures all 

possess a distinct spiritual essence - including animals, plants, rocks, rivers and trees. 

To make the talking drum, the drum maker uses only wood from trees that are alongside man-

made roads; trees that are familiar with the human language of passers-by. Before cutting, 

libations are poured and prayers spoken to appease the spirit of the tree.  The wood is then 

“gifted” with eloquent talking or the power of words. The drum when struck produces a pitch which 

mimics speech tone and represents the spoken word. Tapping a drum with your fingers produces 

a sound different than if playing it with your palms, striking it in the center, on the rim, or on its 

sides.  

The title of master drummer is bestowed to one who has vast knowledge and understanding 

of culture and traditions and has learned all there is to know about the African drum. It can take  

 
years of studious dedication to make a talking drum talk while modulating the pitch and rendering whole phrases in an 

exciting manner. The talking drum was and is used as a means of communication between tribes because of its ability to 

mirror the spoken word over long distances (4 to 5 miles away).  

The griot serves as a source of knowledge, art, ideas and cultural material, and uses the talking drum in his/her role as 

historian, storyteller, praise singer, poet, and musician. This is how culture is transmitted orally from one generation to 

another. Messages of coronations, deaths, praise singing, celebration and war permeate every beat. These drums have 

mystical connotations, are linked to deities and gods, used for prayer and to bless the community or an individual.  Each 

drum is given a name which enhances its ability to communicate with and invoke special favor from the ancestors. 

The talking drum musical instrument carries the tradition, hopes and dreams of a people, and is linked to both spitituality 

and speech. The messages it relays are passed down through the ages. Because the intent of this newsletter is to do 

just that, hence we have named it “THE TALKING DRUM”. 

 

 



 

 

 

Beloved: 
 
We all condemn the individual and collective attacks on our community.  NGBMCR, I pray you are taking time to care for 

yourself and loved ones.  Many of us are dealing with the overwhelming aftermath of the times in which we live.  Surviving 

as a fully self-expressed human being in a culture of white supremacy requires extraordinary coping skills and a supportive 

village.  Yet, even “Jesus wept.” 

 

The weight of white supremacy is not our burden to bear.  Nevertheless, its effects are placed on our shoulders, our backs, 

our bodies, our minds.  Like this latest coronavirus, America sits on our chest.  And when we say “WE CAN’T 

BREATHE!”, America doesn’t get up. Before we can catch our breath from one atrocity, another one happens.  Our grief 

turns to stress, which turns to disease which this virus exploits.  We don’t even get the luxury of being afraid...not even 

our children. 

 

Our community is exhausted.  Truth is we are always exhausted.  These latest lynchings of Ahmaud Arbery 

(February/Georgia), Breonna Taylor (March/Kentucky), and George Floyd (May/Minnesota), Tony McDade 

(May/Florida) and others, remind us that, no matter how or where, being black in America has ALWAYS BEEN 

HAZARDOUS to our health.  If anyone is afraid for their lives, IT IS BLACK MEN. It is black people. 

 

This evil of white supremacy is pervasive and organized.  There is wickedness in high places.  Arrests are a start; however, 

until we see convictions, sentences and actual time served, we are not impressed.  Lost in this will be the continued sacrifice 

the black community makes for the pathology of white rage, fear and entitlement.  As we simultaneously battle COVID19, 

we are grateful for healthcare workers but pray for true healers.  We feel the weight of the names when we call the roll.  

They push us forward.   

 

The United Methodist Church must fully engage in its own unfinished work of race.  In 2019, North Georgia Black 

Methodists for Church Renewal requested the North Georgia Annual Conference to stand with us against white supremacy.  

We specifically highlighted the reality of lynching.  Race was even declared a big rock during the session.  Now the world 

is screaming, “Black Lives Matter”.  And the list of names keeps growing.  North Georgia is the home of the largest 

monument to white supremacy in the nation. 

 

White Americans and more importantly white Christians must do more than see us and empathize.  (This is remedial human 

work.)  They must act to dismantle the very systems that privilege them.  Love requires actual sacrifice.  We are done 

dying. 

 

“From this day forward our dedication must be deep, our commitment sure and our action certain, God’s work and 

way are contemporary in every age. There is no waiting for tomorrow- it is blasphemous to shunt the expectations 

from our time to another- it is cowardly and without faith to cry that the situation will adjust itself...Our time under 

God is Now!” -Dr. Earnest A. Smith, 1968 Keynote Address, Black Methodists for Church Renewal 

 

The United Methodist Church must become part of the solution, or be part of the problem.  May God give us wisdom, 

courage, and strength until we meet again. 

 

Grace and peace, 

DuWanna Thomas 

Chairperson, NGBMCR 
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To vote on Election Day, make sure you know the location of your assigned precinct. It may have 

changed since the last election. Check with your county elections office listed below. 

https://www.claytoncountyga.gov/government/elections-and-registration 

https://www.cobbcounty.org/elections/voting 

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections/voter-information 

https://www.fultoncountyga.gov/services/voting-and-elections 

https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/Departments/Elections 

                  

 

 

Voting in EVERY election is critical! 

https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do 

3 of 8 

Led by Stacey Abrams, Fair 

Fight promotes fair elections 

across the country. 

 
https://fairfight.com/ 

Led by Michelle Obama, this 

organization is on a mission to 

increase voting in all elections. 

https://www.whenweallvote.org/ 

https://www.claytoncountyga.gov/government/elections-and-registration
https://www.cobbcounty.org/elections/voting
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/voter-registration-elections/voter-information
https://www.fultoncountyga.gov/services/voting-and-elections
https://www.gwinnettcounty.com/web/gwinnett/Departments/Elections
https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
https://fairfight.com/
https://www.whenweallvote.org/
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How can we effectively deal with the magnitude of issues 

facing our community?  Regardless of how we may feel, 

we are not powerless.  We do what we can!   

Consult https://www.umc.org/ for information within 

the church.  Our advocacy initiatives remain Voting and 

Census 2020, and we have added legislative initiatives 

after the death of Ahmaud Arbery.   

There are many ways to support the protests during this time, even while social distancing at home. 
This list is a start: 

 
https://www.blacklivesmatteratl.org/ 

 

 

State of Black America 2019 Report 

https://nul.org/state-of-black-america 

 

 

  

For ways to assist the protesters 

https://www.pcmag.com/news/how-to-support-protesters-from-home 

 

 

https://www.splcenter.org/ 

 

 

https://gablackcaucus.org/resources/ 

 

 

https://www.congress.gov/ 

 

Black Lives Matter Atlanta 

https://www.atlantamagazine.com/news-culture-articles/where-to-donate-to-support-

atlantans-fighting-for-racial-justice/ 

Additional Resources 
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The 2020 North Georgia Annual Conference has been rescheduled and will meet August 28-29—a Friday through 

Saturday—at The Classic Center in Athens. 

 

The tentative agenda for the August Annual Conference includes a 9:30 a.m. clergy executive session on Friday, August 

28, followed by a 1:30 p.m. opening worship, and an afternoon plenary session. Saturday's schedule is set to include 

two plenary sessions, the Service of Remembrance, the laity lunch, and will conclude with a 7 p.m. Service of Licensing, 

Commissioning, and Ordination.  

  

The Commission on the General Conference has announced new 2021 dates for General Conference following the 

postponement of the event due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The quadrennial legislative event will take place on 

August 29 - September 7, 2021, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

SEJ Conference 
Immediately following the announcement of the new dates for General Conference, the Council of Bishops announced 

that Jurisdictional Conferences in the United States will meet November 10-12, 2021. The Southeastern Jurisdictional 

Conference will be held at Lake Junaluska, N.C.  

North Georgia Conference: New District Structure 
With an aim toward optimizing mission, ministry, and stewardship across the North Georgia Conference, Conference 

leadership developed a proposal to restructure our districts from 12 to 8. 

 

This new structure has been thoroughly reviewed and unanimously approved by the Conference Council on Finance 

and Administration and by the Cabinet. 

 

The structure will be formally presented to the 2020 North Georgia Annual Conference, but information, including a 

video presentation from our consultant, is available here: https://www.ngumc.org/district-restructure 
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The Anti-Defamation League has provided an overview of many of the symbols 

most frequently used by a variety of white supremacist groups and movements, 

as well as some other types of hate groups. This database is a widely used 

resource by law enforcement, by schools, and by individuals.  

Hate on Display Hate Symbols Database https://www.adl.org/hate-symbols 

   Self-Response Phase:  Online, phone and mailed self-responses continue 

                                          throughout the data collection process.  

        Revised Schedule:   March 12 – October 31 

 

https://my2020census.gov/  OR Call 844-330-2020 

https://2020census.gov/content/dam/2020census/materials/partners/2019-

11/Fact_Sheet_for_African_American_Audiences.pdf 

 

   

 

 

May 14, 2020 
WASHINGTON, D. C. - The Bishops of The United Methodist Church are calling for justice and the eradication of 

racism and white supremacy in the aftermath of the killing of an unarmed Black man, Ahmaud Arbery, in Brunswick, 

Georgia. 

 

Click on the following link to read the full statement by Council of Bishops President, Cynthia Fierro Harvey, in 

condemning this senseless killing and racism and white supremacy in every form. 

 
https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/cob+statement+of+arbery+killing+-

+may+14+2020.pdf 

 

 

For years, Russia has leveraged social media to wage a propaganda war with operations that initially targeted their own 

citizens and sphere of influence. In 2014, they broadened those operations to include the United States and ran a multi-

year campaign to manipulate and influence Americans, exploiting social and political divisions. The scale was massive , 

 reaching 126 million people on Facebook, posting 10.4 million tweets on Twitter, uploading 1,000+ videos to YouTube, 

and reaching over 20 million users on Instagram. 

In 2017, upon request by the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, the artificial intelligence company, New 

Knowledge, conducted an in-depth analysis of social media tactics used by Russia’s Internet Research Agency (IRA) 

in their attempts to influence the political discourse of the U.S. 2016 Election. One of the key observations noted in 

their report gave proven evidence that one of their targets was to manipulate the black american community. 

Click on the following link to access the findings in The Tactics & Tropes of the Internet Research Agency  

https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/4326998/ira-report-rebrand_FinalJ14.pdf 
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If you haven’t 

completed the 

2020 Census, 

please Do It Now! 

Check the progress of the Census in your community 

https://www.censushardtocountmaps2020.us/ 
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https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/pdfs/cob+statement+of+arbery+killing+-+may+14+2020.pdf
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/4326998/ira-report-rebrand_FinalJ14.pdf
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2020 NGBMCR OFFICERS 

Chair – DuWanna Thomas (lay) 

Vice Chair – Lavell Sanders (clergy) 

Treasurer – Joseph Crawford (clergy) 

Communications – Rita Sprott (lay) 

Secretary – Debra Mathis-Browder (lay) 

Finance Chair – Ray Robinson (lay) 

Membership – Carol Tucker Burden (lay) 

Program Chair – Monica Prothro (lay) 

Advocacy Chair – Vance Ross (clergy) 

Constitution and By-Laws – Pam Perkins Carn (lay) 

Nominations – Hatti Jackson (lay) 

Website Administrator – Winsome Jean (lay)  


