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Dear Lay Members of the 2019 North Georgia Annual Conference,

The laity election process is governed by principles stated in the Laity Election Task 
Force Recommendation document that was agreed upon by the members of the Laity 
Election Task Force, presented to and adopted by unanimous vote of the lay members 
at the Laity Session of the 2009 North Georgia Annual Conference. This document, 
published in the 2009 North Georgia Annual Conference Journal as a part of the 
Conference Board of Laity Report, is provided for reference and information:

Serving as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Conferences is an awesome 
responsibility. Not only must one be mentally and physically fit to endure long days 
and nights, as well as be committed to extensive preparatory reading, but the delegate 
must also be prepared to devote financial resources to cover expenses over and above 
those for which one is compensated. Those who desire to be elected (candidates) 
must meet The Book of Discipline requirements as described in ¶36, Article V.  The 
Annual Conference responsibility for the election process is covered in The Book of 
Discipline ¶34, Article III and ¶36, Article V and by Judicial Council decisions 1083, 
592 and 435. 
 
The following principles are part of the lay election process:
 1  Candidates may participate in the Candidate Handbook which the conference 
will provide for delegates.  This booklet will provide picture, biographical sketch 
and the option of presenting 300 words to be used as the candidate sees fit but not 
necessarily for stating the candidate’s position on issues. 
 2  Candidates should refrain from engaging in criticism of other candidates. 
 3  We affirm the freedom of each annual conference delegate to support and 
elect delegates to General and Jurisdictional conference based on the gifts and graces 
of the individual candidates and the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
 4  Candidates should refrain from coercing others to support specific 
candidates.
 5  Before the morning sessions, begin on days following the first laity election 
ballot, the Conference Board of Laity is requested, authorized and encouraged to 
distribute a Laity Election Summary Report.  This summary shall report the election 
results through the last reported ballot read by the Bishop on the previous day by 
listing the candidates and the number of votes received in the order of the last ballot 
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reported.  No other lists of results should be distributed to the laity during the election 
process after the first ballot. 

2019 LAY ELECTION ~ GENERAL INFORMATION

At the 2019 North Georgia Annual Conference in Athens the lay members to annual conference 
will elect eleven (11) lay delegates to the 2020 General Conference.  Members to annual confer-
ence will also elect an additional eleven (11) lay delegates to the 2020 Southeast Jurisdictional 
Conference. Reserve lay delegates to General Conference will be those elected delegates and 
reserves to Jurisdictional Conference in order of election.  Any person meeting the qualifications 
as provided in the 2016 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 36 is eligible for election.

The names of the 2019 registered lay candidates are listed on the North Georgia Conference 
website (www.ngumc.org). Each candidate has successfully submitted the required information 
for registration as a candidate. The Lay Candidates’ maximum 300-word informational statement 
and photograph were provided by the individual candidate. The 2019 Lay Candidate Handbook 
will be published and distributed at the district Pre-Conference Briefing.  

VOTING/ELECTION OF LAY DELEGATES

The first ballot for election of lay delegates will be taken at the Opening Business 
Session on Tuesday afternoon, June 11, 2019, following the Opening Worship Service.  
Subsequent ballots will be taken throughout all business sessions.

Voting at the 2019 Annual Conference will be conducted on electronic devices.  
There will be training on the use of these devices prior to the first ballot. Each Lay 
Candidate has been assigned a four (4) digit number and that is the number that will 
be used to vote your preference for that candidate.

Prior to the opening of each ballot, the Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop, 
will lead the conference in a time of silent meditation and prayer.

The Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop, will announce before each ballot, the 
number of candidates to be elected. Voters must cast a vote for the full total number 
of candidates to be elected on a given ballot in order for their ballot to be valid.  
Voting for more or less than the number of candidates indicated by the Bishop, or 
person designated by the Bishop, will cause your ballot to be invalid and it will not be 
counted.

When the Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop, announces the results of 
election ballots, the names and ballot numbers of persons receiving votes will be 
projected on the screens in preparation for the next ballot.

II
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If you desire to vote for a qualified person that has not registered as a candidate, 
you may enter the person’s name in the device during the voting time. Anyone who 
receives 10 or more write in votes during any ballot will be automatically assigned a 
number and included on all subsequent ballots. 

To expedite the election process, all names receiving 25 or more votes will be read 
after the ballot by the Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop.

REVIEW OF CANDIDATES’ INFORMATION

The posting of lay candidates’ information on the website is for your advance 
information by the Lay Election Committee of the Conference Board of Laity. In 
preparation for voting, lay members to annual conference are encouraged to review each 
candidate’s page to have an understanding of the candidate and the qualifications of each 
to best represent you and your congregation at General and Jurisdictional Conference.

CANDIDATE-VOTER FORUMS

To assist lay voters in becoming better informed and to allow candidates to speak with 
the 2019 voters, the Lay Election committee planned two forums.  The first forum was 
held April 13.

The second forum will be held in the Classic Center Grand Hall, Athens, Georgia 
during Annual Conference on Tuesday, June 11 from 10 a.m. until 12 noon.  The 
Committee has provided the web site, the handbook and the forums to encourage 
voters to be informed before the first ballot.
 
The Lay Election Committee encourages members to annual conference to take 
advantage of these opportunities to get to know the candidates prior to election. 
Registered candidates will be scheduled on the agenda of each forum. 

DATES OF GENERAL AND JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCES

General Conference will be held in Minneapolis, MN, May 5-15, 2020.  Southeast Jurisdictional 
Conference will be held in Lake Junaluska, NC, July 15-18, 2020.

DISTRIBUTION OF CANDIDATE ELECTION MATERIAL

Tables will be available for registered candidates to place election materials such as brochures 
and flyers in a designated area of the Foundry Building, Athens, Georgia, during annual con-
ference beginning on the afternoon of Monday, June 10, and continuing Tuesday, June 11. No 
election materials may be distributed or placed on chairs in the Classic Center Grand 
Hall or Theatre.  
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The Lay Election Committee of the Conference Board of Laity will provide a Lay 
Election Candidates List of all registered candidates’ names in alphabetical order. This 
list will be available during Registration.

LAY ELECTION PROCEDURES

Lay persons desiring nomination and election as a delegate to General and Jurisdictional Confer-
ences will follow the process outlined below which is in keeping with the guidelines established 
by the Lay Election Task Force authorized by the 2007 North Georgia Annual Conference.

•  Any person who has been a member of The United Methodist Church for at least two years 
preceding their election, has been an active participant in The United Methodist Church for at 
least four years preceding their election and is a member within the North Georgia Annual Con-
ference at the time of the General and Jurisdictional Conferences is eligible for nomination. Book 
of Discipline, Part I, Section VI (¶36).

•  A nomination form will be posted on the North Georgia Annual Conference website on January 
1 preceding the annual conference session of delegate elections. The nomination form will close 
on *January 31 at 11:59 PM. The nomination form will request a picture, biographical sketch 
and 300 words to be used as the candidate sees fit, but not necessarily for stating the nominee’s 
position on issues.

•  At a location and time established by the Lay Election Procedure Committee, there shall be a 
Candidate Forum sponsored by the Conference Board of Laity. Official nominees who have com-
pleted the nomination form and meet the requirements established will be invited to participate in 
this forum. An equal time allotment, established by the Lay Election Procedure Committee, shall 
be granted to each official nominee to speak to those gathered.

•  A second Candidate Forum will be conducted during the Annual Conference Lay Orientation 
Session. Official candidates who have completed the nomination form and meet the requirements 
established will be invited to participate in this forum.  An equal time allotment, established by 
the Lay Election Procedure Committee, shall be granted to each official candidate to speak to 
those gathered.

•  Before the morning sessions of Annual Conference, beginning on days following the first laity 
election ballot, the Lay Election Procedure Committee will distribute a Laity Election Summary 
Report. This summary shall report the election results through the last ballot read by the Bishop 
on the previous day by listing the candidates and the number of votes received in the order of the 
last ballot reported.  No other lists of results shall be distributed to the laity during the election 
process after the first ballot.
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*AMENDED DATE: On January 22, 2019, the Lay Election Committee announced that, after 
consultation, the decision had been made to extend the registration period until midnight 
March 4, 2019 for those seeking to be a candidate for General Conference 2020.
 
Those who had already submitted an application would be able to resubmit up to the deadline 
stated above.   

ELECTION PROCESS

•  Prior to the opening of each ballot, the Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop, will lead 
the conference in a time of silent meditation and prayer.

•  Members of the annual conference will vote on electronic devices 

•  When the Bishop, or person designated by the Bishop, announces the results of election bal-
lots, the names and ballot numbers of persons receiving votes will be projected on the screens in 
preparation for the next ballot.

•  Anyone who receives 10 or more write in votes during any ballot will be automatically as-
signed a number and included on all subsequent ballots. 

To expedite the election process, ballot results will be reported as follows:

•  All names receiving 25 or more votes will be read.     

•  The order of election of delegates will be General Conference, Jurisdictional Conference, and 
Reserve Delegates for Jurisdictional Conference.  

•  Those elected delegates to Jurisdictional Conference will serve as reserves for General Confer-
ence.  





Candidate 1001 Nathaniel H. Abrams III

Address: 6924 Silver Bend Place, Austell, GA 30168
Mobile:  404-661-2802
Email: nhabrams@gmail.com
Occupation:  Engineer
Church:  Decatur First UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ,

My name in Nathaniel Abrams, III 
and I write to submit myself for your 
consideration as a Lay Delegate to 
General Conference 2020 for the North 
Georgia Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 

I am a member of Decatur First UMC 
where my wife is the associate pastor. 
I have been a member of the United 
Methodist Church for 17 years. I was 
raised in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, so I am a lifelong Methodist.

I am active in my local church and in 
our Conference. I have been a Trustee 
in my local church and currently lead a 
team developing a process to improve 
how we make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
I am a 2015 graduate of Leadership 
UMC and a Certified Lay Servant. I also 
serve as the Secretary for the Board of 
Connectional Ministries.  I have served as 
a Lay Delegate to Annual Conference for 
several years as well.

The United Methodist Church is my 
spiritual home. I harbor a deep love for 
Methodist theology and take seriously 
our theology’s grounding in scripture. 
Scripture, reason, experience, and 
tradition undergird my understanding 
of God’s universal love and God’s 
everlasting grace.

I seek to serve as a lay delegate to 
General Conference because I believe 
that our church is at a turning point. The 
United Methodist Church faces serious 
questions about how it will witness to 
the love of Jesus Christ in a world that 
seems ever more complicated and ever 
more in need of the salvation that Christ 
offers. I believe that we, the people 
called Methodists, will need to seek new 
ways to reach new people in the coming 
years. With God’s help we can continue 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

1
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Candidate 1003 Kathryn Banks

Address: 2310 Oxbow Circle, Stone Mountain, GA 30087
Mobile:  770-851-5631
Email: kat55z@gmail.com
Occupation:  Fundraising Consultant
Church:  North Decatur UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

Since 2014, I have attended North 
Decatur UMC, Atlanta Decatur Oxford 
District, along with my husband and two 
young sons. We became members of the 
church in 2015. I found North Decatur 
through my position at the Foundation 
of Wesley Woods, a conference ministry, 
where I worked in fundraising and church 
engagement. My role at Wesley Woods 
allowed me to travel to many churches 
within the North Georgia Conference to 
share more about the ministry of Wesley 
Woods. I represented Wesley Woods at 
Annual Conference in 2015, my first visit 
to Annual Conference. Prior to North 
Decatur UMC, I was an active member 
at my home church, Bascomb United 
Methodist Church in Woodstock.

My position within the church has grown 
gradually over time. I started volunteering 
in both youth and children’s ministries. I 
continued to engage in committees within 
the church, including the Nominating 

Committee and eventually took the role 
of Treasurer of Church Council. In 2017, 
I represented NDUMC as lay delegate 
to Annual Conference. Most recently in 
2019, I took on the role of Chairperson.  

As a lifelong United Methodist and 
Christ follower, I would like to help lead 
the Conference forward as an inclusive 
body of Christ. I believe that all people 
are children of God. While we are not 
always of the same mind on issues, we 
have a beautiful connection that makes 
us stronger as a Church if we remain 
together. I have seen my church model 
this through boldly welcoming all people, 
including those with vastly different 
viewpoints. Everyone is valued and 
everyone is loved. Our commitment to 
one another, to God, and to the United 
Methodist Church allows us to stand in 
the gap as we make disciples of Christ 
with unrelenting love and grace.
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Candidate 1004 Lily Berrios

Address:  681 Upton Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30318
Home:  404-352-8029      Mobile:  404-281-9900
Email:  lilyb@sizemoregroup.com
Occupation:  Architect
Church: St. Mark UMC
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female
Ethnic Heritage: Hispanic
Age Group: Adult (over 40)

I was born and raised in Puerto Rico, 
the granddaughter of one of the first 
native Puerto Rican Methodist pastors. 
My parents and family were Methodist 
leaders. Since 1987, I have lived in 
Atlanta, with my husband Walt, and our 
daughters. I serve in practically many 
committees and capacities at St. Mark 
UMC, represented it at NG’s Annual 
Conference and most recently have been 
delegate to SEJ.

My journey as a Methodist has been 
marked by unique experiences. For one, 
I first worshiped in Spanish and learned 
to navigate the waters of Christian 
diversity quickly for as a Methodist, I was 
a minority in a mainly Roman Catholic 
country. The words “Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors” carry significant 
meaning for me as I experienced them 
from that perspective. With God’s love in 
our hearts and minds we need to focus on 
the faith that unites us, the commission to 
continue evangelizing and not the issues 
that divide us. 

Within that context, I feel it is critical 
that we remain a church of relevance.  
Specifically, we must find the best ways 
to engage several groups:  The younger 
generations—children, youth, and 
young adults.  They value transparency, 
diversity and the genuine expression of 
God’s unconditional love for all.  Also 
the marginalized, those living at the 
edges of our society.  Finally, we must 
build on our multicultural strengths in 
the U.S. and internationally. My interest 
is to serve as an instrument that bridges 
gaps and reinforces ties, while respecting 
differences. Being an inclusive church 
that makes love, justice, equality, and 
peace the grounds for ministry and 
church polity is essential to advancing 
the kingdom of God. And to do that we 
must simultaneously reach internationally, 
bring the marginalized home, attract and 
keep our youth and by opening leadership 
to them.  
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Candidate 1005 Richard Bloodworth

Address: 2915 Windsong Park Lane, Dacula, GA 30019
Mobile:  928-642-4881
Email: richard.adam.bloodworth@gmail.com
Occupation:  Medical courier
Church:  Hamilton Mill UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage: human
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

My name is Richard and I would be 
humbled to serve as a delegate to general 
conference 2020. I am a 32 year old 
graduate of Asbury University class of 
2008 where I studied Bible and Theology. 
I have devoted my life to listening to the 
Holy Spirit and because of that I have 
found myself in some incredible places.  

Throughout my ministry, I have served 
as a youth delegate to the north Georgia 
annual conference, a youth pastor in 
Lancaster, Kentucky, a camp counselor in 
Starke, Florida, a campaign director for 
an evangelical mission to Webuye, Kenya, 
a middle school small group leader and 
substitute teacher in Prescott, Arizona, 
a camp instructor on Catalina Island, 
California, a youth partner (essentially a 
dorm parent) in a home for troubled teens 
in Santa Ana, California, and a soccer 
coach in Los Angeles, California.  In 
each of these positions I worked to bring 
the gospel to our young people whether 

through direct evangelism or through 
modeling Christ’s love for them. 

My heart is evangelism and missions. I 
love to learn and work within cultures 
different from our own. Each of these 
locations I have served are vastly 
different from one another and I had 
to learn how to be effective within 
that cultural context.  Essentially I had 
to learn how to compromise without 
compromising who I am, or what I 
believe, or what scripture says.  That 
is the type of delegate I will be.  I 
assure you I will let the Holy Spirit 
guide me using his historical method 
of communication, scripture. However 
I will also listen to tradition, reason, 
and experience while using the lens of 
scripture to discern the Holy Spirit’s will 
on all issues facing our church. May God 
bless you as you seek his will in this 
process.
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Candidate 1006 Randy Brown

Address: P.O. Box 125, Griffin, GA 30224
Home:  770-412-6506 Mobile:  770-401-4030
Email: randy.brown.0754@gmail.com
Occupation:  Veteran Field Service Officer
Church:  Wesley Chapel UMC 
District:  Griffin
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Thank You for electing me as a 2016 
general conference delegate.  I am 
honored to have served the North Georgia 
conference, and is willing to serve in 
2020.  

 The United Methodist Church is the 
foundation of my faith. I believe that 
the Church is the only movement in 
the world that exists for those not yet 
disciples. When we live out our mission 
of spreading scriptural holiness, we 
transform communities for the sake of 
Christ.  

 In the community, I support the local 
schools and outreach programs.  In my 
work profession, I advise, counsel, and 
assist veterans and family members.
As a member of the Conference 
community, I participated in the Bridges 
Mission trips to Uganda and Venezuela. 
These experiences helped me live into 
John Wesley’s understanding of the 
“world is our parish.”  

For our United Methodist Church to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world, I would 
support:
• Our commitment as faithful witnesses of 
the gospel and the Holy Bible as rule and 
guide for all decisions
• Maintaining, strengthening and 

preserving the Wesleyan traditions and 
the Book of Discipline as our way of 
living together as United Methodists
• Developing effective leadership that is 
doing the evangelistic work of Christ
• Empowering laity and clergy who are 
enlisted and equipped to serve

If elected, I pledge to give my time, 
talent, gifts, service and witness to the 
General and/or Jurisdictional Conferences 
and represent the interests of North 
Georgia.

Conference:
• Board Member Leadership UMC
• Member of 2018-2019 Inaugural 
Leadership UMC Advance
• Board Member Ordain Ministry
• 2016 Delegate to General & 
Jurisdictional Conferences

District:
• Director  Lay Servant Ministries 
• At-Large Delegate to Annual Conference
• Certified Lay Speaker

Local Church:
• Facilitator Disciple / Special Studies
• Member –  Higher Education,  United 
Methodist Men, Missions, Veterans 
Ministries
• Previous Leadership – Past Lay Leader, 
Chairperson  Administrative Council 
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Candidate 1007  Katie Bruner

Address: 781 Oak Shire Court, Gainesville, GA 30501
Mobile:  678-276-6555
Email: katienbruner@gmail.com
Occupation:  Social Worker/Program Coordinator
Church:  Gainesville First UMC 
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Katie Bruner and I am 
presently a delegate at-large to Annual 
Conference and member of Gainesville 
First UMC.  As a lifelong United 
Methodist, I have a deep love and respect 
for the church.  

I have been given the opportunity to serve 
the church as an acolyte, a volunteer with 
Appalachian Service Project, a delegate 
to Youth Annual Conference, a counselor 
at Camp Glisson and an assistant 
coordinator for Family Promise of Hall 
County.  I am actively involved in Bible 
study and have participated in various 
women’s retreats. I am the current chair 
of the domestic violence task force in 
Hall County and also volunteer with Rape 
Response. My faith in God informs my 
work.

My professional education is in the 
field of social work. I have worked with 
CASA in Rockdale County and DFCS in 
both Cherokee and Hall Counties.  I am 
presently program coordinator for the 

DUI accountability court in Hall County. 
My husband, an Elder in the UMC, 
and I live in Gainesville and have two 
daughters who are 13 and 11. They are 
both active in the local church and inspire 
me with their ability to make connections 
between the Gospel and the world around 
them.

The issues I feel most passionate about 
include racial injustice and ministry 
with the poor and disenfranchised. 
I continually strive to grow in my 
understanding of the Bible, Wesleyan 
theology and how we as United 
Methodists are called to engage the world.

As a relatively young member of the 
UMC, I feel I have skills and insights 
which will benefit our church as a North 
Georgia delegate to General Conference.  
I value the wisdom of those who have 
been my mothers and fathers in faith but I 
am also eager to bring a new perspective 
to our 2020 delegation.
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Candidate 1008  Jennifer N. Byrd

Address:  405 Bertram Court, Augusta, GA 30909
Mobile:  443-824-1886    Email:  birdie21234@aol.com
Occupation:  Principle US Partner leading transition of personnel, 
process & technology development for the execution of ADP’s 
premier Human Capital Management North America product 
offering
Church:  Marvin UMC      District:  Augusta
Gender:  Female  Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Birthdate: July 24th

Family: Single, One adult Son (Justin)

Favorite verse(s): Philippians 4:12-13 and 
Psalm 91:14-16

I am a native of Baltimore, Maryland, 
residing in Augusta for the past 7 years, 
following a career move. I was raised 
with the teachings of both Baptist and 
Pentecostal doctrines. In high school, 
I had a profound experience with the 
United Methodist Church; deciding that 
when I became an adult, I would actively 
learn more about the denomination. 
It was the understanding of GOD’s 
unmerited GRACE that intrigued me. 
I have been an active member of the 
United Methodist Church since 1996, 
when I joined Loch Raven church in 
Baltimore; a multi-cultural community 
of faith. There I served as Lay Member 
to Annual conference and Sunday 
School Superintendent, which lead to 
me accepting Staff positions of Program 
Ministries Coordinator, and Youth
director. Upon moving to Augusta, 

I actively searched for a similar 
multicultural congregational experience.

I found Marvin where I have been an 
active member since joining in 2012. I 
am a certified Lay Servant and currently 
serve as Lay Leader and Lay Member to 
Annual Conference. I am passionate about 
serving while also possessing a natural 
ability to lead. During my time at Marvin, 
I have also served in the following 
capacities; Children/Youth and Adult 
Sunday School; Finance and Stewardship 
Ministries, Vacation Bible School Leader 
and Hospitality Ministry. 

There are many issues before the church 
and the world today that make it difficult 
to remain focused on our over all mission. 
“To make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
Transformation of the World.” I would be 
honored to accept the opportunity to show 
that I can be the change that I’d like to 
see in the world.  

My testimony: Say YES to GOD, and all 
things are possible!
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Candidate 1009  Rayford (Ray) Cann

Address: 2303 Cann Adams Rd, NE, Dewy Rose, GA 30634
Home:  706-283-1646 Mobile:  706-246-5003
Email: raycann66@gmail.com
Occupation:  Accountant, retired
Church:  Elberton First UMC 
District:  Athens-Elberton
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I have been a lifelong Methodist. I 
have held practically every position of 
leadership in the local church as well 
as District Lay Leader for the Athens 
Elberton District and a member of the 
Conference Finance and Administration 
team.

I am married with two adult children and 
retired as a hospital CFO. I have held 
many jobs of leadership in the business 
world as well as in the church. As a 
corporate Data Processing Manager and 
hospital Controller and CFO, I have 
had in depth training and experience in 
problem identification and resolution. 
This required sincere and courteous 
communication to be effective.

I love the rich history of the Methodist 
Church and believe that the connectional 
system is meaningful and effective for 
understanding and participating in the 
Church of Jesus Christ that is larger than 
any one of our churches. I also believe in 

the John Wesley concept of small groups 
to hold each of us accountable to a life 
that is holy and obedient to God and His 
expectations for our life and ministry. I 
also believe that the Holy Scripture is 
inspired by God and is true and relevant 
for all aspects of our life.

I am a graduate of 2012 Leadership UMC 
and learned invaluable information of 
the structure and polity of the United 
Methodist Church. It was also good 
training for team efforts for shared 
ministries. I have participated in many 
local, district and conference training 
sessions for various ministry, mission and 
relational matters.

I pledge to study and prayerfully 
deliberate on all matters presented at 
General Conference and my voice will be 
your voice to uphold the teachings and 
principles of Jesus Christ as we believe in 
the North Georgia Conference.
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Candidate 1010  Debora Constable
Address: 2456 Kentwell Lane, Decatur, GA 30035
Home:  770-593-0676 Mobile:  404-717-2431
Email: villacaceres@gmail.com
Occupation:  Assistant Professor
Church:  Glen Haven UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Mixed Heritage
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am an Accounting Professor at Perimeter 
College at Georgia State University. 
I have one daughter who is 28 years 
old. I am member in good standing of 
Glen Haven United Methodist Church 
in Decatur, GA, which I have attended 
for 19 years.  Prior to Glen Haven, I 
was a member at Central UMC and 
Allgood Road UMC. I am a native of 
Panama, Republic of Panama where I 
was an Episcopalian.  I became a United 
Methodist in 1994.   

Currently I am the Director of Lay 
Servant Ministries of the Atlanta Decatur 
Oxford District.  I am the President 
of Glen Haven’s United Methodist 
Women. I am the Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference and Lay Leader. In addition, 
I am Treasurer and Director of Glen 
Haven’s Vacation Bible School. For the 
past 8 years our church has hosted, under 
my direction, a Back to School donation 
drive where we collect school bags and 

supplies for Canby Lane Elementary 
School. I am a graduate of Leadership 
UMC and currently enrolled in Leadership 
UMC Advanced.  I have held numerous 
positions such as Administrative Council 
Secretary, Choir member, and Sunday 
school Director.

As stated in the UM Book of Discipline 
“Our forebears in the faith reaffirmed the 
ancient Christian message as found in the 
apostolic witness even as they applied 
it anew in their own circumstances”. In 
2019 we must remember our heritage 
and seek to reach others and apply the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ anew in our own 
circumstances.  We must be inclusive and 
accept that God loves us all.  We may not 
agree with each other but it is not for us 
to judge or exclude others because they 
are not like us. Jesus met people who 
were different showed them love. We 
must do the like Jesus did.
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Candidate 1011  Elizabeth Corrie
Address: 417 Burlington Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30307
Home:  404-907-4146
Email: ecorrie@emory.edu
Occupation:  Teacher
Church:  Neighborhood Church UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Elizabeth Corrie is associate professor 
in the practice of youth education 
and peacebuilding and director of the 
Youth Theological Initiative at Candler 
School of Theology, Emory University. 
She works directly with students who 
become clergy in the UMC and other 
denominations. She speaks regularly in 
churches and schools on topics related 
to youth, contemporary culture, and the 
role people of faith can play in building 
peace. She received her B.A. from The 
College of William & Mary in 1993, 
M.Div. from Candler School of Theology 
in 1996, and Ph.D from Emory University 
in 2002. Corrie served as General Editor 
of the CEB Student Bible, and contributed 
devotionals to the CEB Women’s Bible.

Growing up in The United Methodist 
Church, Corrie has been a lay member 
to the North Georgia Annual Conference 
since 2009, representing Druid Hills UMC 
and Neighborhood Church UMC. Corrie 
has served as reserve delegate with the 

North Georgia Delegation to the 2012, 
2016 and 2019 General Conferences 
and as delegate to the 2012 and 2016 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conferences. 
She is a director on the General Board 
of Global Ministries for 2016-2020. 
She was the 2014 North Georgia Annual 
Conference Laity Luncheon keynote 
speaker.
As a member of a new church start in 
North Georgia, Corrie has witnessed the 
healing power of the Holy Spirit move 
in places where people who have been 
deeply hurt by other churches can find a 
fully inclusive community that affirms 
that each person is made in the image 
of God. She is committed to making the 
church relevant to the lives of young 
adults and youth, working for racial 
justice inside and outside the church, and 
sharing with the world a Gospel message 
that heals and empowers. 

Corrie is married and enjoys running, 
reading fiction, and travelling abroad.
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Candidate 1012 Keith Cox

Address: 165 Willow Brook Dr., Roswell, GA 30076-3933
Home:  678-585-9816 Mobile:  678-230-7684
Email: kcox@ngumc.org
Occupation:  Conference Treasurer and Director of 
Administrative Services
Church:  Dunwoody UMC     District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Name: Keith Martin Cox

Home Church: Dunwoody UMC. 
Member, Finance Committee. Former 
Member, SPRC.

Family: Wife-Kay, two grown children, 
two granddaughters, one grandson.

Conference/District Info: District at-
large delegate to Annual Conference.  
Jurisdictional Delegate in 2004 and 
2012. General Conference delegate in 
2016 (and 2019). I am a member of the 
General Board of Global Ministries Audit 
Committee and the United Methodist 
Development Fund Board.

Employment: In current position 
since 2001. I relate to and resource the 
Conference Council on Finance and 
Administration, the Conference Board 
of Pensions and Health Benefits, the 
Conference Board of Trustees and the 
Commission on Equitable Compensation. 
I also serve as a member of the Bishop’s 
“Extended Cabinet.”

Civic and Church Activities: Member 
and Past President and Past Treasurer of 

the Rotary Club of Brookhaven (Atlanta). 

Education/Credentials:  BS-Accounting, 
Auburn University; MBA-Finance, The 
University of Southern Mississippi; 
Certified Internal Auditor designation 
from the Institute of Internal Auditors; 
Certified Treasury Professional 
designation from the Association of 
Financial Professionals. 

Positions on Salient Issues:

I am a deeply committed Christian-in 
belief and striving to be in practice. The 
United Methodist Church has enhanced 
and enriched my life, spiritually and 
otherwise, in ways that are beyond 
description. As a lifelong UM, I pray for 
our denomination to remain “whole”, 
although I understand that it may not. 
As an employee of all NGA UM’s, I 
am focused solely on and committed to 
work to insure the financial health of our 
Conference now and in the future. 

I am fiscally conservative and strongly 
support the efforts of GCFA to reduce 
the General Agency budgets in the next 
quadrennium.



13

Candidate 1013  Anthony (Tony) Crowe

Address: 4275 Patrick Trace, Peachtree Corners, GA 30092
Home:  770-441-3862 Mobile:  770-235-7790
Email: ajcrowe@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Simpsonwood UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

For over 24-years, I have been a member 
of Simpsonwood United Methodist 
Church (SUMC) in Peachtree Corners, 
GA.  I have been married for 46-years 
and have three adult children and four 
grandchildren.  My wife Deborah worked 
for over 21-years as a preschool teacher at 
Winters Chapel UMC and currently serves 
as the nursey coordinator at SUMC.  I 
have served as an adult leader with Boy 
Scout troops chartered at two different 
United Methodist Churches.  

In my time at SUMC I have served 
on the Board of Trustees, Evangelism 
Committee, Career Ministry, as a regular 
Usher, and on the leadership team for 
the SUMC United Methodist Men.  I 
have participated in mission trips to El 
Salvador and around the Southeast US.  

In my professional career, I was a 
senior executive in the healthcare field.  
Throughout my career, I have been 
recognized as a creative executive with 
strong communications, negotiation, 

sales, and marketing skills. Prior 
experience includes management 
positions with a regional managed care 
organization, a national behavioral 
health care system, the world’s largest 
fully integrated dialysis provider, the 
industry leader in the treatment of chronic 
non-healing wounds, and a non-profit 
pharmacy serving hemophilia patients.  
All the organizations were heavily 
involved in disease management programs 
and/or the provision of health plan 
services or benefits. For the last several 
years prior to retirement in 2017, I was 
the CEO, Managing Partner & Co-Owner 
of a healthcare consultant firm providing 
services to healthcare organizations and 
the managed care industry around the US. 

In my opinion, the biggest challenge 
facing the United Methodist Church is 
the need to refocus on making disciples 
of Jesus Christ and reversing the trend 
of declining membership and attendance 
since its founding.
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Candidate 1014  Katherine Reece Cullom

Address: 3456 Fairview Ct., Kennesaw, GA 30144
Home:  678-581-1148 Mobile: 678-231-9103
Email: krcullom@gmail.com
Occupation:  Financial Planning and Management
Church:  St Andrew UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Katherine Reece Cullom.  I 
have been happily married for 32 years 
to Richie Cullom. We have 3 grown 
children.  Our daughter Spencer graduates 
from Duke Divinity school this year, 
daughter Sarah is married and lives with 
her husband Stephen in Atlanta, and son 
Will graduated from college last year 
and now works in Denver, CO. All were 
active in the children and youth programs 
at St. Andrew.  Richie and I live in Cobb 
County and have been members of St. 
Andrew UMC (in the Atlanta Marietta 
District) for 20 years. During our time 
at St. Andrew I have been a Stephen 
Minister, Co-chair of the Missions 
Committee, C0-chair of Family Promise 
(a Homeless ministry that 4 weeks out 
of the year provides meals and overnight 
accommodations for up to 3 families at 
our church), an active member of the 
UMW, and a member of the following 
committees: Staff-Parish Relations, 
Stewardship, Administrative Council and 
Finance.  Along with my husband, we 

taught Senior High Sunday School for 
10 years and I participated as an adult 
leader on the Appalachia Service Project 
weeklong Mission Trip for 10 years. We 
will join with Sixes UMC on a mission 
trip to Haiti in September. 

Prior to that, we were members of Myers 
Park UMC in Charlotte, NC where I was 
born, baptized, confirmed & married.  
I chaired VBS, served on various 
committees, and we served as youth 
volunteers.

 As a lifelong Methodist, my position on 
issues can be summed up by saying that 
I truly believe in an inclusive and united 
Methodist Church; one with “open hearts, 
open minds, open doors.”

I have an MBA from the University 
of North Carolina at Charlotte and 
currently work as a Family Controller for 
Gleneagles Group, an extended family 
office for ultra-high net worth families. 
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Candidate 1015  Richard Cullom

Address: 3456 Fairview Ct., Kennesaw, GA 30144
Home:  678-581-1148 Mobile:  678-206-6142
Email: rscullom@yahoo.com
Occupation:  Information Technology professional
Church:  St Andrew UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Richard Cullom and I am a 
Methodist. I always have been, I always 
will be. I was confirmed in the Methodist 
Church in Hot Springs Arkansas many, 
many years ago, was raised Methodist, 
and married a life-long Methodist at 
Meyers Park UMC in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Together my wife and I raised 
3 children in the Methodist church in 
Charlotte NC and in Kennesaw GA. I 
have taught and been taught great lessons 
in adult Sunday School classes on and 
off for the past 30 years. My wife and I 
taught youth Sunday school classes for a 
decade at St Andrew UMC after moving 
to Kennesaw in 2000. I have co-chaired 
missions and co-chaired our church’s 
outreach with Family Promise of Cobb 
County. To continue my spiritual journey, 
I have taken Disciple 1, 2 and 3 (currently 
taking Disciple 4). 

To go back even farther, my family has 
a Methodist circuit rider, the Reverend 
Jeremiah W. Cullom, whose journal was 

published under the title Warm Hearts 
and Saddlebags. With my family’s rich 
tradition in the Methodist church, I am 
truly invested in making sure Methodism 
has a future.  

My collegiate training is in industrial 
engineering. Professionally, I use my 
engineering background daily in software 
application design, development and 
maintenance. While I am not a theologian, 
I apply the same rigor to the study of 
God’s word and God’s creation.  I have 
humbly learned the following: God 
continues to teach us through the Holy 
Spirit. The survival of the church requires 
we start with scripture, search our hearts 
through our experiences (with the help 
of the Holy Spirit), use our God-given 
intellect, and search through Christian 
tradition to discern truth. We cannot 
fear change for tradition’s sake alone, 
especially when change is supported by 
scripture. 
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Candidate 1016  Dyanne Cunningham

Address: 4900 Highland Lake Dr., Atlanta, GA 30349
Mobile:  404-664-9084
Email: ladydy@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Retired-Telecommunications
Church:  Ben Hill UMC 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am a retiree of BellSouth Corp. with two 
adult children and five grandchildren.

LOCAL CHURCH: My service includes 
BHTI Chair, NLD Vice Chair, Associate 
Lay leader; member of Executive 
Leadership Team, Communion Steward, 
Legacy Endowment and Giving Secretary, 
Marks of Discipleship Curriculum Writer, 
PLACE Coach. I have completed Disciple 
1-6, taught Disciple 6, and currently 
facilitate various Bible studies. 

DISTRICT: Connectional Ministries and 
District Board of Laity; ACPK Associate 
Lay Leader, LSM committee member and 
facilitator, and Lay delegate to the Annual 
Conference for five years. 

CONFERENCE: A graduate of Leadership 
UMC, Inaugural Leadership UMC-
Advanced, and Coach Approach Skills 
Training. I serve as a board member and 
facilitator on LUMC/LUMC-Advanced. 

It would be my honor to serve as a 
delegate to the 2020 General Conference. 

Major issues I see impacting the church 
and our future are: 

  o  Losing focus on our mission to make 
disciples for Christ. 
  o  Gaining and sustaining youth 
involvement, and the decline of 
membership. 
  o  We do well in providing information 
and education, but only by seeking and 
submitting to the Spirit of God, can we 
experience revelation and transformation 
to carry out our mission. 

As one who subscribes to Wesleyan 
tradition, I believe that the “heart of the 
matter is a matter of the heart”. Wesley 
focused on ongoing transformation of 
the heart, which enables us to become 
agents of God’s transforming love in the 
world. If we will surrender, God’s saving 
love will become a tangible reality in this 
world through us. 

I ask for your vote to join my voice with 
other delegates in defining our future 
within the UMC.  I believe I add value 
because I believe in the power of prayer, I 
am open to the views of others, and I have 
a genuine enthusiasm for kingdom work. 
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Candidate 1017  Anna Diaz-Caballero

Address: 440 Dalrymple Rd., Atlanta, GA 30328
Mobile:  404-797-7864
Email: alqDancer@aol.com
Occupation:  Attorney
Church:  Haygood Memorial UMC  
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

My name is Anna Diaz-Caballero.  I grew 
up in the United Methodist Church – 
specifically, Haygood Memorial United 
Methodist Church. My mother sang in 
the church choir when she was pregnant 
with me, and I now sing side by side 
with her almost every Sunday. Growing 
up attending Haygood’s preschool, 
Sunday school, and youth programs was a 
fantastic experience.  I always feel loved 
by my Sunday school teachers, pastors, 
and other fellow members. And I love 
them all dearly.

Haygood is my home, and I have 
worked to help all people feel at home 
at Haygood. This includes our LGBTQ+ 
members and friends. I believe in 
inclusivity in the church, because we are 
all deserving of love.

After attending undergraduate at the 
University of Georgia and law school 
at Mercer University School of Law, I 
came home to Haygood. I have joined 

the Missions committee and participated 
in the Altar Guild. From unloading 
Christmas trees in the rain (the proceeds 
of which go to fund a Habitat for 
Humanity build), to hammering nails into 
the frame of a house at a Habitat build, 
and hanging greens in preparation for the 
Advent/Christmas season, I felt joy and 
fulfillment.
This past year was especially meaningful 
for me at Haygood. I got married to my 
husband at Haygood. I took on the role of 
Secretary at the Administrative Council 
meetings. I am mentoring two great 
confirmands, and I was to be nominated 
to be the lay delegate for this year’s 
Annual Conference.
 
In running for lay delegate to the 2020 
General Conference, I want to continue to 
give back to the church who gave me so 
much growing up. I want to show that the 
love everyone showed me and the time 
they devoted was impactful and so very 
appreciated.
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Candidate 1018  Cheryl Dunbar

Address: 3131 Bernauer Trace, Atlanta, GA 30360
Mobile:  770-778-5624
Email: ccjackets@yahoo.com
Occupation:  Retired Teacher
Church:  Dunwoody UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I was born a Methodist  in Savannah, 
baptized as an infant by my uncle, Rev. 
Olin C. Cooper an ordained Elder South 
Georgia Conference and confirmed at 
Sylvester United Methodist Church. 
I grew up at the Belvedere United 
Methodist Church in Decatur, Georgia 
and was active in MYF as an officer, lay 
witness missions, etc.

As an-adult I joined Decatur First United 
Methodist Church. There  I was very 
active in UMW, Young Adult Council, 
Council on Ministries. I was a delegate to 
the Women’s Quadrennial in 1982.

I am married to a retired Ordained 
Methodist Deacon. We raised 
five children and now have eight 
grandchildren. I taught several ages of 
Sunday School and went an Appalachian 
Service Project with the Youth Group.

Currently my husband and I are members 
of Dunwoody United Methodist Church. 
I am involved with the UMW, am 
responsible for Lenton Lunches, and am 

on the Pryme Tymers Council. I am the 
Coordinator of Spiritual Growth for the  
Roswell District officer. I serve as the 
Coordinator of Spiritual Growth.

Because I am a lifelong Methodist I 
I know  how the Methodist Church 
is organized and how it operates. My 
husband was elected as a Lay Delegate 
to General Conference and Jurisdictional 
Conference in 1988 and elected as a Lay 
Delegate to Jurisdictional Conference in 
1992 and I attended both as an observer.

My daddy was a delegate to the North 
Georgia Annual Conference and have 
been attending for as long as I can 
remember.   I have continued to attend 
with my husband.

My basic philosophy is a Methodist. I 
believe in the teachings of our leader, 
John Wesley and the Quadrilateral. I 
believe that John Wesley’s teachings are a 
good model for my life and have formed 
my moral compass.
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Candidate 1019  Maxine Easom

Address: 420 Millstone Cir., Athens, GA 30605
Home:  706-543-3485 Mobile:  706-202-2099
Email: easomm@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired Educator (Administration)
Church:  Oconee Street UMC 
District:  Athens
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Maxine Pinson Easom.  I 
am a member of Oconee Street United 
Methodist Church in Athens.  I was 
baptized as an infant at Oconee Street 
where six generations of my family have 
worshipped.  Through my life I have 
continued to learn in that place about 
God’s love, the prevenient grace of Jesus, 
and being in mission.  The saints of my 
church taught me to serve because of the 
gifts God had bestowed on me.  

At Oconee Street I have served as the 
music director since college.  I have 
chaired church council; trustees; worship, 
education, finance committees; United 
Methodist Women.  In 2013 when our 
church burned, I chaired the rebuild 
committee.  Over three million dollars 
later, we emerged with no debt and have 
continued to grow.  

Beyond the local church, I have chaired 
district trustees, the committee on 
district superintendency, and served 

on the district committee on ordained 
ministry, where I assisted the district 
superintendent with the Pathways to 
Ministry program.  In 2012, I attended 
one week of General Conference as an 
observer at my own expense.  

My work for over thirty years as an 
elementary, middle school, and high 
school principal, was my response to 
God’s call.  Always serving in an urban 
setting, I learned the worth of those who 
are often ignored, the gifts of those who 
are considered “less than,” and how much 
we can learn from young people.  

In Ephesians 4:11-13, God calls us to 
bring all into the unity of the faith and 
the knowledge of Jesus. I believe in the 
worth of each person God created and 
that we have no authority to decide who 
is superior, who God loves most, or who 
is unworthy.  I am committed to the full 
inclusion of all people in the life of the 
United Methodist Church.  
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Candidate 1020  Katie Jane Farmer

Address: 2485 Wood Trail Lane, Decatur, GA 30033
Mobile:  864-979-6199
Email: katiejanefarmer16@gmail.com
Occupation:  Social Worker, Nonprofit Management
Church:  Eastside UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

My story began at a United Methodist 
church planted in Greenville, SC, where 
my parents were charter members. I was 
the first infant baptized, and we were 
at church more nights than not with 
parents who said yes to every service and 
leadership opportunity they were offered. 

In high school and college, I served as a 
youth representative on church council, 
a counselor at Asbury Hills United 
Methodist Camp, and a student leader 
at Furman University Wesley. After 
graduating, I worked at Epworth United 
Methodist Children’s Home in Columbia, 
SC. 

I moved to Athens, GA in 2010 where I 
became an affiliate member of Tuckston 
UMC. I dove in as a youth leader, 
missions committee chair, and worship 
team member. After living in Athens for 
five years, earning a Masters of Social 
Work then working at a local homeless 
shelter, I moved to Atlanta to pursue 
Candler’s newest degree program: a 
Masters of Religion and Public Life. 

At Candler I focused on the intersect 
between churches and nonprofits. 

After completing my MRPL I began 
working at Action Ministries, where I 
am now the Director of Faith Relations. 
At Action, I work to connect faith 
communities to our work supporting 
housing, hunger relief, and education 
programs.

In 2016 I married my husband in the 
church where I was raised. We joined 
Eastside Church in Atlanta. Eastside 
reminds me so much of my childhood 
congregation. I am helping our 
congregation start a youth group and, as 
my parents taught me, saying yes however 
I can. 

That ingrained call to say yes now leads 
me to serve as a Lay Delegate to General 
Conference 2020. I hope to represent 
my community, my family, and my 
generation as we continue the work of our 
denomination, which I love so deeply.
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Candidate 1021  Jane Finley

Address: 416 Black Mountain Rd., Toccoa, GA 30577
Home:  706-886-4039 Mobile:  404-403-3969
Email: mjfarms100@aol.com
Occupation:  Volunteer
Church:  Toccoa First UMC 
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

THANK YOU for electing me to General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences and 2008-
12 Conference Lay Leader. Through these 
valuable opportunities, you equipped me 
to represent you with knowledge, insight 
and experience.  

I SUPPORT:
*Orthodox theology and Christian 
teachings of Wesley; compliance and 
accountability to uphold current Book of 
Discipline by clergy and laity;
*Evangelism as the main focus of UMC; 
laity and clergy in ministry of prayer and 
mission to proclaim scripture as primary 
and Jesus Christ as Lord;
*Mentoring lay leadership through 
developmental programs such as 
Leadership UMC and Lay Servant 
Ministry;
*Encouraging youth/young adults to 
make disciples, seeking innovative ways 
to attract the unchurched through mission, 
community involvement and the church as 
a place of refuge for all of God’s people;
*Seek opportunities for youth to explore 
God’s call to ministry and service, 
encouraging the planting of new worship 
places;
*Ecumenical partnerships fostering 
God’s love and grace throughout the 
world;
*Operating within our financial means 
at the general church level; reducing 

local church apportionments hereby 
encouraging local missions and ministry 
to the least, last, lost and lonely.

I PLEDGE: My time and energy to 
prayerfully represent laity and clergy, if 
elected.

SERVICE:
GENERAL CHURCH:  Delegate to 
General & Jurisdictional Conference
CONFERENCE:  Director, Leadership 
UMC & LUMC ADVANCED; Chair, 
Journal/ Handbook Committee; Member: 
Board of Laity, Trustees, Lay Servant 
Ministries.
DISTRICT:  Member: Board of Laity, 
Board of Ordained Ministry, Lay 
Leadership 
Committee, Church Development; 
Connectional Group Coordinator. 
LOCAL CHURCH:   Lay Leadership; 
Stephens Minister; Disciple Bible Study. 
OTHER:  GA NARFE Federation Editor/
PR Chair; President, NARFE Chapter 
1818; Leadership Development Seminar 
Facilitator.

Holy Spirit, help me to be a living 
example of your Word, a disciple of your 
teachings and a humble, willing servant, 
treating everyone with love, dignity and 
respect!
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Candidate 1022  Ben Fletcher

Address: 534 Allen Rd. NE, Atlanta, GA 30324
Mobile:  678-977-7633
Email: benfletch93@gmail.com
Occupation:  Full-Time Student at Candler School of Theology 
Church:  Peachtree Road UMC 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

As the son of two United Methodist 
music ministers, I was born and raised 
in the United Methodist Church. My 
dad has been the senior music director, 
and my mom the youth and children’s 
music director at local UMCs in every 
town we have resided. In my youth I was 
most active at Peachtree Road UMC in 
Atlanta where my mother, Kathy Fletcher, 
is employed. I sang in the youth choir, 
ventured on many choir tours across the 
country, and served on three mission trips 
to Nicaragua. 
 
After graduating high school, I attended 
the University of Georgia and pursued 
a degree in Agricultural Engineering. 
Throughout the academic semesters 
I was heavily involved as a freshman 
small group leader at the UGA Wesley 
Foundation, and during the summers I was 
an adventure counselor at Camp Glisson. 
In my post-graduate life, I have worked 
in the engineering industry as a building 
envelope consultant for a small, private 

firm in Sandy Springs. Meanwhile, I also 
continued my involvement in the church 
by returning to PRUMC and helping lead 
the Young Adult Sunday School. 

In 2018 I decided to answer my life-
long call to ministry by quitting my 
engineering job and enrolling full-time at 
the Candler School of Theology to pursue 
my Master of Divinity. I hope to use my 
mDiv to become an ordained elder in the 
UMC. Though technically a layperson, 
I am currently a certified candidate for 
ordination and reside among the Atlanta 
College Park District. 

I want to serve as a delegate at the 2020 
General Conference because I have 
been a lifelong United Methodist, and 
I care about the future of our church. 
Furthermore, I hope to represent the 
younger body of the UMC on issues that 
will greatly impact the UMC’s relevance 
and flourishing among future generations.  
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Candidate 1023  Gary Fuller

Address: 2116 Stephens Walk, Dunwoody, GA 30338
Home:  770-455-1186 Mobile:  404-713-8690 
Email: full1186@bellsouth.net 
Occupation:  Retired CEO
Church:  Kingswood UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian 
Age Group:  Adult (over 40) 

I consider it a great privilege and an 
honor to have served our UMC as an 
elected delegate to the past three General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences and the 
2019 called conference.  
Throughout my time of service, I have 
worked to maintain a unified UMC with 
a commitment to the fulfillment of our 
mission to make “Disciples of Christ for 
the Transformation of the World”.

I support:
•  teaching and practice of traditional 
biblical principles on matters relating to 
personal holiness, social justice and the 
sanctity of the marriage covenant;     
•  aggressive evangelistic activities 
involving youth and young adults; 
•  our commitment to racial reconciliation 
and revitalization of small churches; 
•  teaching the Bible as the inspired and 
authoritative Word of God that is relevant 
today and maintaining our distinctive 
Wesleyan emphases;
•  faithfulness to our United Methodist 
heritage, upholding scriptural Christianity 
as stated in our current Book of 
Discipline;
•  cost-effective governance with fiscal 
responsibility and accountability from 
boards and agencies to reduce local 
church apportionments.

As President & CEO of Woolworth 
Overseas Corporation I managed a global 
business operation and have extensive 
experience negotiating contracts with 
foreign governments and building 
bridges between people groups in 
different cultures.  I believe my business 
background and my experience as a 
delegate uniquely qualifies me to serve.   

If you elect me, my pledge is to use my 
management and leadership skills to be 
a voice that represents North Georgia 
values during the debates that take place 
on proposed resolutions and amendments 
to our Book of Discipline.   

We can make a difference! 

General Church: 2008, 2012, 2016, 2019 
General and Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate 
Conference: Board of Laity; Conference 
Finance & Administration; LUMC 
Graduate; Advanced LUMC Graduate; 
NGUM Foundation Board 
AROS District: Lay Leader; 
Superintendency; Finance; 
Certified Lay Speaker 
Kingswood: former Lay Leader; 
SPR, Council, SS, Disciple Bible Teacher; 
UMM; Emmaus.
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Candidate 1024  Jeffery Fuller

Address: P.O. Box 43282, Atlanta, GA 30336
Mobile:  404-558-7490
Email: Jefferyfuller61@comcast.net
Occupation:  Medical/Semi Retired
Church:  Central UMC 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Christ calls us to Do One Thing, Make 
Disciples of All Nations. John Wesley 
preached, “Do all the good you can to all 
the people you can”. Someone being a 
Disciple and doing good to one person, 
led to me, Jeffery Fuller, becoming a 
Disciple of Christ. 

My upbringing by fore-parents Oscar 
and Marie Fuller encompassed extended 
family, culturing me and instilling 
worthiness from God. This Culturing 
taught me to see humanity beyond what 
looks like me. 

My exposure to United Methodism 10 
years ago has grown me to desire to be 
nothing but a United Methodist. The 
Unity of God’s Children Methodically 
following Christ is where my Heart 
Holds. 

Prior to becoming a part of Central 
United Methodist Church, I was exposed 
to Discipleship during my Matriculation 
at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham. Studies to become a 
Physician’s Assistant with Master studies 
in Public Relations led me to Atlanta thru 
employment at Emory Hospital. 

Since becoming an active member of 
the United Methodist Church, I have 
been Blessed and Honored to serve as:  
Local church Trustee, Chair of Trustees, 
Member of ADHOC committee, Member 
of Finance, Elder Care, Transportation, 
United Methodist Men, Worship 
Committee, Parrish Project Group, Pastor 
Lay Assistant, Next Faithful Steps, and 
Local Lay Servant.  My Passion is Lay 
Servant ministry, which has lead to me 
becoming a Certified Lay Speaker in the 
North Georgia Conference. Additionally, 
I serve on the Conference Healthy Church 
Initiative Team, Atlanta College Park 
Lay Servant Ministry Committee, and 
Hapeville UMC Advisory participant. I 
am a Graduate of LUMC & Advanced 
LUMC. Also Small Group Leader at my 
Local Church.

God’s shinning and speaking in my 
Spiritual Growth allowed me to serve as 
a Delegate for the NGUMC 2018 Annual 
Conference as well as a Teller. My Hearts 
Desire and Goal is for My Church – My 
Denomination to Do, Be & Reflect what 
God Wants – Centered on Christ.
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Candidate 1025  Rachel Fullerton

Address: 2400 Parkland Dr. NE # 359, Atlanta, GA 30324
Mobile:  404-625-6905
Email: fullerton.rachel@gmail.com
Occupation:  Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor (Oak Grove 
UMC Decatur)
Church:  Embry Hills UMC, Atlanta District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

I am Rachel Fullerton and I am offering 
to serve as a delegate to General 
Conference 2020. I was a delegate to both 
General Conference 2016 and the Special 
Conference 2019. I am a child of the 
church. My dad, Lee Fullerton, is retired 
clergy and continues to serve as interim 
pastor in the North Georgia Conference. 
My mom, Karen Fullerton, is the North 
Georgia Conference Benefits Officer.

As a child, I heard Jesus say, “Feed 
my children” while I worked alongside 
church members in the Tenth Street UMC 
food pantry; I grew into leadership in 
the Allen Memorial UMYF. As a young 
adult, I discovered the joys of our “life 
together” in the Wesleyan tradition while 
going on mission projects to Honduras, 
New Orleans, Jacksonville, Mountain 
Top, and Hinton Rural Life Center.

At Wesleyan College, Chaplain Bill 
Hurdle’s emphasis on community 
building, worship, study, and service 

were integral to my education. His 
advice, “Love for the sheer joy of 
loving” prepared me well to be a 
delegate to General Conference during 
our denomination’s troubled times. Bill 
remains an inspiration for my work 
as chair of the Georgia Tech Wesley 
Foundation Board of Directors since 
2017.  

I am currently Lay Leader and youth 
counselor at Embry Hills UMC. I also 
serve on the church’s UMW Executive 
Board. I am the NGC young adult lay 
representative.  I am employed at Oak 
Grove UMC in Decatur where I am 
Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor.

I would like the opportunity to add 
my voice to the chorus of people from 
across the connection who seek to follow 
Christ’s leading and loving us to be “one 
in the Spirit and one in the Lord.” Only 
then can we continue to make disciples of 
Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Candidate 1026  Kathryn Garvin

Address: 2451 Dogwood Farms Place, Snellville, GA 30078
Mobile: 404-245-1196
Email: kegarvin@gmail.com
Occupation: Administrative Assistant
Church: First UMC Lawrenceville 
District: Atlanta-Emory
Gender: Female
Ethnic Heritage: Caucasian
Age Group: Young Adult (19 – 40)

My name is Kathryn Garvin, I am 31, & 
the youngest of three. I was baptized &
Confirmed at Cannon UMC in Snellville, 
Georgia. I was active in the youth group, 
youth choir, & volunteered in church 
activities throughout middle & high 
school. My love for the United Methodist 
Church has only grown during my time 
as a member, & has been instrumental in 
shaping me into the leader I am today.

I have a degree in History from the 
University of Georgia, where as a student, 
I was involved in the Wesley Foundation 
in their leadership track. I then spent 
three years as an intern. One year was 
spent in Youth Ministry at St. James UMC 
in Athens as a youth intern. The other two 
years, I served in the Women’s ministry. 
I spent time being discipled & discipling 
others. Each week, we hosted a worship 
service for an average of 800 students. I 
regard my time at Wesley as some of the 
most precious & spiritually
formative years of my life.

Three years ago, I began to volunteer with 
the youth ministry at First United
Methodist Church of Lawrenceville, 
where I lead the 11th grade girls small 
group. I currently attend FUMCLV on 
Sundays, & am active in the young adult 
ministry.

I have been a United Methodist my entire 
life. I love the liturgy, the history, & the 
community. I have a vested interest in the 
future of the denomination that has raised 
& nurtured me. I want to continue to see 
the church grow & thrive in a way that 
serves everyone. I want to see a church 
where the clergy is representative of all 
people. It is my hope that the church 
will continue to be globally united, as 
one church. It would be a privilege to 
represent the North Georgia Conference at 
General Conference 2020.



27

Candidate 1027  Robert Gilleo

Address: 2700 East College Ave., Unit 139, Decatur, GA 30030
Mobile:  404-808-3016
Email: RJGilleo@gmail.com
Occupation:  Senior Business Operations Analyst
Church:  Glenn Memorial UMC, Decatur 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian/Asian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

I would be honored to represent the North 
Georgia Laity at the 2020 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences.  I believe 
my work with the North Georgia Annual 
Conference over the past 11 years has 
uniquely prepared me to serve effectively 
with both Lay and Clergy toward our 
core mission to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world by proclaiming the good news of 
God’s grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ 
command to love God and neighbor …”

Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the 
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 
I; send me!”

I’ve heard the call to serve, and, with 
joy and gracious help from others, I’ve 
heeded that call in North Georgia.  Now, 
with your help, I’d like to answer that 
call in our larger United Methodist 
Church.  As a delegate, I will value every 
viewpoint and understand that sometimes 
we will agree and sometimes we will 
agree to disagree.  Through it all we must 
never forget to love and pray for each 
other.  We are all God’s beloved children. 

My varied experiences at the church, 
district, and conference levels will serve 
me well in holy conferencing.  Please 
know I will carry your prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and witness with me into 
every interaction I have along this 
journey.  

And I said, “Here am I; send me!”

Church
• Member, Church Council
• Member, Worship, Altar Guild, and 

Church & Society Committees
• Past Hospitality Chair

District
• Lay Leader
• Member, dCOM & Executive, 

Nominations and Strategic Growth 
Teams

• Past Associate Lay Leader

Conference
• Producer, Annual Conference
• Member, Annual Conference Planning 

Committee 
• M-LAB Laity Team
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Candidate 1028  David Gray

Address: 565 Sheringham Ct., Roswell, GA 30076
Home:  404-939-5720 Mobile:  770-316-0594
Email: david.gray@grayone.net
Occupation:  Software Consultant
Church:  Mount Pisgah UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, life-long United Methodist, 
husband, father, software consultant, 
mentor -- I passionately love the Church 
and earnestly seek to see her come into 
full maturity as the Bride of Christ 
through the growth and development of 
the body of believers both current and 
future.

I support:
• Teaching orthodox theology in the 
Wesleyan Christian tradition.
• The authority of Scripture and 
the current Book of Discipline with 
compliance and accountability by all 
United Methodists.
• Developing and promoting Bible 
based programs that will attract and retain 
youth and young adults in the church.
• The Great Commission -- making 
disciples following Jesus’ example with 
small groups and life-on-life discipleship 
training.
• Conference sponsored programs 
on evangelism, missions, stewardship, 
and leadership assisting local churches in 
congregational development. 
• Faithful and accountable 
relationships between laity and clergy in 
the work of the church.
• Fair conference representation on 
all General Church boards and agencies.
• Continued restructuring of boards 

and agencies, with an eye to efficiently 
stewarding conference budgets and 
reducing local church apportionments.

Current Service:
• Annual Conference: Lay Member, 
Leadership UMC
• Local Church: Church Council, 
Choir Section Leader, Praise Team 
Member, Covenant Group Leader, Walk 
to Emmaus/Chrysalis, Men’s Discipleship 
Ministry

Experience in the local church on finance 
and stewardship committees, as a 
Church Lay Leader, as an international 
mission team leader, and as a youth 
leader and young adult leader, in the 
District with Lay Speaking Ministries, 
as well as, corporate experience 
negotiating agreements with large 
multinational enterprise clients will 
serve as a foundation for addressing 
issues coming before our global General 
Conference.

As a humble servant of Christ, desiring 
to represent you, I welcome your 
continuing feedback. If elected for the 
2020 Conferences, I will serve to the best 
of my ability while continually seeking 
guidance from the Holy Spirit.
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Candidate 1029  Cale Robert Hall

Address: 375 Highland Ave NE, Unit 302, Atlanta, GA 30312
Home:  912-308-7247 Mobile:  912-308-7247
Email: cale@mycreativeapproach.com
Occupation:  Seminary Student at Candler School of Theology 
and Business Owner
Church:  St. Mark UMC District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I was baptized as in infant in the United 
Methodist Church. 

I was confirmed at 12 years old 
Wilmington Island United Methodist 
Church and spent many days at Epworth 
by the Sea.  I transferred membership 
From Wilmington Island United 
Methodist Church to Asbury United 
Methodist Church and upon moving to 
Atlanta from Savannah, I am a member if 
Saint Mark United Methodist Church. 

I went into the Special Called General 
Conference with hopes that our UMC 
family would come together on a plan 
forward offering hope, reconciliation, and 
unity – unfortunately that is not the case.  
Our new reality is a plan that sets us back 
generations.  While my heart hurts and my 
soul is injured, I have confidence that the 
realization of our truth is not far in the 
distance. Through the pain of watching 
the delegates debate my worth as a 
human being, God has renewed my call 

to ministry.  The call to end oppression, 
honor freedom, uplift humanity, heal 
trauma, rejoice in purpose, and celebrate 
diversity. 

I commit myself to live and lead in the 
name of God’s love, a liberating love 
that transforms hate to love and division 
to unity. I commit myself to ensure that 
when our brothers and sisters, young and 
old pray at night, that their prayers are 
not prayers of despair and longing for 
acceptance, but prayers of gratitude for 
being whole persons celebrating their 
humanity. 

Lastly – my resolve is to not allow words 
to be used as weapons, to educate the 
value in exegesis of the scripture as 
opposed to the eisegesis we see all too 
often.  I graciously ask that you vote for 
me as a delegate to represent the true 
essence and flavor of our North Georgia 
community. 
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Candidate 1030  Cindy Hall

Address: 5144 Gordon Rd., Senoia, GA 30276
Home:  678-329-4184 Mobile:  678-656-4117
Email: harvecin@charter.net
Occupation:  Painter
Church:  Fayetteville First UMC 
District:  LaGrange
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

After growing up in the Christian Church, 
I had lost interest and stopped attending 
when friends invited me to East Point 
First UMC. The United Methodist Church 
captured my interest with the promise of 
open hearts, minds and doors.  That, along 
with John Wesley’s emphasis on God’s 
grace, social justice and mission work 
soon convinced me that I had found the 
church in which I was meant to worship 
and serve with joy and enthusiasm.  

Since then, my husband and I have 
joined Fayetteville 1st where  we have 
attended for 24 years. I have served as 
Sunday school teacher, on the missions 
committee, church council, circle chair, 
United Methodist Women president, 
district UMW officer and lay leader.  
Currently I am in my 3rd year serving as 
LaGrange district president  for United 
Methodist Women and I am a member 
of the district Board of Laity.  I have 
taken several  Disciple courses as well 

as the Covenant study and am currently 
taking the Fast Track Disciple course.  
One of my favorite jobs at FFUMC is 
ushering.  After a 30 year career as a 
flight attendant, I am a born greeter.  It is 
important to me that visitors are noticed, 
spoken to and introduced to others.  I 
think of it like welcoming guests into 
to my home.  And the United Methodist 
church is truly my home.

I have a BS degree in English from 
Georgia Southern and taught high school 
for three years.  My husband and I have 
three “mostly” grown sons, a darling 
brindle Boxer and two black cats. 

It is my hope that when people seeking  
Christ, and all those in need of Him, see 
the cross and flame, they will know they 
have found a church where they will be 
welcomed and loved as a valued child of 
God.
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Candidate 1031  Gwen Hamill

Address: 3200 Creek Trce W, Powder Springs, GA 30127
Home:  770-943-0623 Mobile:  770-855-6499
Email: momma4god@comcast.net
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Hope UMC, Dallas 
District:  Rome-Carrollton
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

As the daughter of a pastor, I was raised 
a Methodist, have seen and lived in many 
areas of the country and have served 
in various types and sizes of Methodist 
churches. I am a core member of Hope 
Church in Dallas, a 22-year-old church 
plant launched in partnership with 
McEachern UMC.

My career was as a corporate trainer.  I 
have been able to use that experience 
by teaching in the church, from 3rd 
grade to adult Sunday School classes, 
special classes on Fruit of the Spirit, 
Relationship with Teens, and studies 
on specific books of the Bible. I have 
served on our Executive Council, SPR, 
and been a Small Group leader. On the 
conference level, I have participated in 
Lay Servant Ministries classes, graduated 
from LUMC, and have joyfully been a 
lay member to Annual Conference for 
Hope Church. As a member of the Walk 
to Emmaus Community since 1998, I have 
participated and served on their Board 

and have been a Lay Director for both 
Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis. I enjoy 
studying, learning and sharing through 
witnessing to others.

I am committed to be a faithful witness to 
God’s calling on my life. 
I trust the Bible is the true word of God.
I support and believe the Wesleyan 
theology and Book of Discipline are key 
to the Methodist tradition.
I will assist in promoting and developing 
Bible based training and programs that 
will enhance our churches.
I believe in being good stewards of our 
time, resources and finances.
I will participate in making disciples, 
building bridges between clergy and laity, 
and equipping members to become leaders 
in ministry and missions.

I would appreciate your consideration to 
elect me as a delegate to 2020 General & 
Jurisdictional Conferences.
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Candidate 1032  Marcy Heinz

Address: 411 Linda Ct., Canton, GA 30115
Mobile:  404-274-0072
Email: marcyheinz@gmail.com
Occupation:  Senior Communications Manager
Church:  Birmingham UMC, Milton 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I want to be a lay delegate in order 
to further serve the United Methodist 
Church. As a member of Birmingham 
UMC in Milton, GA and as a staff 
member of The Global Ministries of the 
United Methodist Church I understand 
the call to serve the Church, serve the 
community, and make disciples of Jesus 
Christ. I have prayerfully considered this 
endeavor and feel the call to be a lay 
delegate. 

My love of the UMC is deep and 
enduring. My earliest memories of church 
include my Sunday School teacher who 
sharing Jesus loved me no matter what. 
She set the foundation which my dad 
built upon and now my own children are 
beneficiaries. Even my career choice 
has been influenced by my faith and the 
UMC. I am a moderate and believe the 
Bible is the Word of God. I believe the 
theology of the UMC and also that we are 
called to make disciples of all nations.

I am married to Mike Heinz, who is 
studying to become a chaplain. We have 
two children: Amelia who is 11 and Riley, 
who is 8 years old. Both children have 
grown up in the UMC and love Jesus. 
Amelia looks forward to the day when she 
can serve as a missionary.

As the UMC celebrates 200 years of 
mission work please grant my prayerful 
call to serve as a lay delegate for the 
2019 Annual Conference. I am stepping 
forward as a member who truly loves God 
and has always done her best to discern 
what God is calling her to do. I would 
dutifully serve as a lay delegate and 
dedicate myself to serving the Church. I 
know it won’t be easy, but I am called to 
this and will not disappoint the Lord - or 
His Church. 
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Candidate 1033  Jeremy Hewitt

Address: 2117 Stockbridge Dr. SE, Atlanta, GA 30316
Home:  214-620-9530 Mobile:  214-620-9530
Email: Jeremy.hewitt@live.com
Occupation:  Sales
Church:  Eastside UMC, Atlanta 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My wife and I were led to FUMC Allen, 
Texas in 2009. We both had been reared in 
different religions. My wife was Roman 
Catholic; I was Church of Christ. But as 
adults, we hadn’t been back, anywhere.  
At age 33, we decided we needed to find a 
church home.  

After visiting multiple churches, our 
search brought us to FUMC Allen.  We 
both knew nothing about the Methodists, 
beyond that their building sat between 
the Catholic church and the newly built 
Church of Christ. As I sat in the pews, 
deciding whether I even liked this church 
or not, Rev. Todd Harris stood behind the 
alter and said the most amazing thing: 
“I simply want to remind us, this is not 
our table; rather it is God’s table. This 
is not a United Methodist’s table; it is 
God’s table. And all of you, Children 
of God, are invited to come and taste 
the sweetness of God’s love and God’s 

good news.” At that moment I knew we 
had found our home. I looked over and 
saw the tears welling up in my eyes also 
forming in my wife’s.

After joining FUMC, we also joined a 
Sunday morning class called Cornerstone.  
Little did we know they would become 
our extended family and such an amazing 
support group in a short period of time.  
Our Cornerstone class pushed us and 
helped us grow within the church. We 
started teaching a youth class Sunday 
mornings, and I was asked to Chair the 
Adult Ministries Council.

Three years ago, we moved to Atlanta 
and were led to Eastside Church. Since 
joining, we’ve led a small group and just 
recently starting to teach the youth again.  
I’m excited to find out what the Lord has 
in store for us next.
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Candidate 1034  Atticus Hicks

Address: 672 Emeril Dr., Decatur, GA 30032
Mobile:  770-317-3230
Email: ahicks@ogumc.org
Occupation:  Director of Modern Worship, Oak Grove UMC
Church:  Oak Grove UMC, Decatur 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

My family’s history with the North 
Georgia Conference goes back nearly 
a hundred years. My great-grandfather, 
H.A. McNeil, served the North Georgia 
conference from the 1920s through the 
1960s, my grandfather, J.B. McNeil, 
served from the 1950s until the early 
2000s, and my mother, Nanci Hicks, 
was ordained in 1997 and still serves 
today. I currently serve as the Director 
of Modern Worship at Oak Grove UMC. 
I led worship at Annual Conference 
in 2016 and 2017 and helped organize 
worship in 2018 and my son was baptized 
by the bishop and my mother at annual 
conference in 2017. This Church has 
raised me, formed me, and sustained me 
and my hope is that I would live out the 
example given by such a great cloud of 
witnesses.
 
I was baptized by my grandfather at 
Grace UMC in 1986, and in 1988 at two 
years old I preached my first sermon from 
his pulpit. Inspired by both his emotion 

and his message, I demanded that he 
pick me up and let me share a word. He 
obliged and so, imitating what I had seen 
so often before, I grabbed the pulpit with 
both hands slamming my hand down on 
the bible as I spoke. It turned out the 
microphone had been left on, so the entire 
congregation heard the message that was 
at the core of my faith formation and the 
message my grandfather preached until 
the day he died, “JESUS! LOVES! YOU!”
 
I have made it my life’s work to share 
this message as often and as loudly as I 
can through my words and my actions. 
My family history aside, I am passionate 
about the future of our great Church 
and, while I share the same fears and 
uncertainties as many United Methodists 
as we near the end of this quadrennium, 
I stand firm in my belief that through the 
power and guidance of the Holy Spirit we, 
as the Church, will be a place where all of 
God’s children may hear just how much 
Jesus loves them.
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Candidate 1035  Lee Highsmith

Address: 938 Memorial Dr., Gainesville, GA 30501
Home:  770-861-8162 Mobile:  770-861-8162
Email: Highsmith7@gmail.com
Occupation:  Development Consultant for Junior Achievement of 
Georgia
Church:  Gainesville First UMC  District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Unity, not Uniformity. 

My father was a minister in the North 
Georgia Conference so I was raised in a 
variety of churches, each different, but 
each welcoming.

Camp Glisson nurtured my faith; as a 
camper, a counselor and a board member. 
There I witnessed the power of radical 
hospitality to show God’s love. As one 
camper shared, “At Camp Glisson it’s ok 
to wear stripes with plaids”.

I dream of United Methodist churches 
with “Open Hearts, Open Hands, Open 
Doors”.

When I was a child, women were 
welcomed to serve in the kitchen or the 
nursery at church, but not in the pulpit. 
Today my life is blessed by amazing 
female clergy.

When I was a child, my father welcomed 
the first African-American member 
at Glenn Memorial. At the 2016 SE 
Jurisdictional Conference I voted for 
the first African-American woman from 
Georgia to be elected a bishop.

I have witnessed the United Methodist 
Church change.

The world needs churches that welcomes 
progressives and traditionalists.  
John Wesley said, “Though we cannot 
think alike, may we not love alike? May 
we not be of one heart, though we are not 
of one opinion? Without all doubt, we 
may.”

What is the future?

We are “to plant trees under whose shade 
we will never sit”. Our youth and young 
adults are not the future. They are the 
church now. Let’s be the church with 
them. Let’s open leadership opportunities 
to them. 

Let’s plant.

Experience:
•  Conference Board of Laity, District Lay 
Leader 2012-16
•  Leadership UMC & Leadership UMC II 
graduate
•  North Georgia Camp & Retreat 
Ministries 2009 -2018 (chair 2015-17)
•  1976 General Conference Delegate
•  1976 & 2016 SE Jurisdictional 
Conferences Delegate
•  General Board of Discipleship 1976-80
•  Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
Trustee 2016 - present
•  Upper Room Academy for Spiritual 
Formation 2018-present



Candidate 1036  Odell Horne
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Address: P.O. Box 170547, Atlanta, GA 30317
Mobile:  404-291-3852
Email: odellhorne@gmail.com
Occupation:  Library Assistant
Church:  Impact UMC 
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I have worked for more than a decade 
to protect vulnerable populations in 
foster care, Food Stamps, Medicaid and 
Social Security Disability. Accordingly, 
I have worked with a diverse group of 
people to provide services to the least of 
these. My professional experience also 
includes defending cases in administrative 
hearings.
I currently give leadership to the 
YoungER Men’s Ministry of the United 
Methodist Men (UMM). We are working 
on developing Best Practices to reach 
YoungER men for Jesus Christ and 
for sustainable growth of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) in the present. 
Additionally, I serve as a Lay Servant 
at Impact UMC; where I have provided 
leadership to the new member’s classes, 
small groups and adult discipleship 
ministries. 

While completing a master’s degree 
in African American Studies, I went 
to seminary and obtained a graduate 
certificate in Biblical Studies. 
Consequently, I hold membership in the 
Society of Biblical Literature – which 
is an academic association for biblical 
scholarship. Furthermore, I will be 
pursuing a Doctor of Theology degree in 
the fall of 2019.

COMMITMENTS:
•  Teachings of Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit as recorded in the Gospels and 
Acts.
•  Theology and ethics rooted in the 
devout Wesleyan understanding of 
redemption, holiness, renewal, grace and 
truth.
•  Making disciples of YoungER Men – 
in accordance with the goal of the 2016 
General Conference (1 million new 
disciples before 2020).
•  Representing the values of the global 
diversity of the UMC – the Social 
Principles of the UMC are based on the 
Mainline Protestant Church of the 20th 
century and are not reflective of the 
values of the African, Asian and minority 
American Churches.
•  Reconciliation that is grounded in 
calling people into a relationship based on 
the unconditional love of Jesus Christ.

Thank you for the opportunity to 
represent you at General or Jurisdictional 
Conference. 



Candidate 1037  Jay A. Horton
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Address: 6370 River Chase Cir., Atlanta, GA 30328
Mobile:  540-421-6968
Email: horton.jay96@gmail.com
Occupation:  Communication Director
Church:  Glenn Memorial UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19 – 40)

Jay Horton is a 23-year-young, Colorado-
born, Virginia-raised, and Georgia-
grown, public relations professional, 
passionate people-lover, and life-long 
United Methodist. A 2017 alumnus of the 
University of Georgia Grady College of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, Jay 
has a heart for the spiritual and enjoys 
helping churches curate a unique voice in 
an overstimulated world. 

Jay is a member of Glenn Memorial 
United Methodist Church where he 
sings in the choir and serves on their 
Communication Committee. He is also 
the Director of Communication at East 
Cobb United Methodist Church and 
is a Communication Specialist with 
the Conference Office. Previously, he 
has worked in Student Affairs at the 
University of Georgia, as a ministry 
coordinator at Roswell United Methodist 
Church, and in youth ministry at Lake 
Junaluska in North Carolina. He is a 
member of the Annual Conference Journal 
and Handbook Committee, has been a 

delegate to the past four North Georgia 
Annual Conferences, and previously 
served on the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministry. 

Jay was a page to General Conference 
2016 in Portland and General Conference 
2019 in St. Louis. Jay will begin studies 
at Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University in the fall and hopes to be a 
certified candidate for ministry on the 
ordained-Elder track by the year’s end. 
He has a passion for proclaiming the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and understands 
enough of the intricacies of United 
Methodist polity to be a true asset to
the lay delegation of North Georgia in 
Minneapolis, General Conference 2020. 
He vows to always vote on the side of 
peace, justice, hope, unity, and love for 
all God’s beautiful children.

“Let’s work for the good of all whenever 
we have an opportunity” (Galatians 
6:10a).



Candidate 1038  Hank Huckaby
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Address: P.O. Box 459, Watkinsville, GA 30677
Mobile:  404-823-8339
Email: hank.huckaby@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired: Board of Regents
Church:  Athens First UMC 
District:  Athens
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My full name is Henry Morrison Huckaby 
named by my father after Henry Clay 
Morrison, a fifteen-year president 
of Asbury College.  So, my spiritual 
and theological roots are grounded in 
Wesleyan Methodism.  

Sadly, today after 77 years as a John 
Wesley Methodist I am grieved by 
the division, acrimony and leadership 
failure in our denomination.  We have 
lost our guiding focus which is the life 
and teaching of Jesus Christ.  We are no 
longer inspired and led by that timeless 
hymn “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

I am heartbroken by the work and the 
tenor of debate during the 2019 General 
Conference.  It’s time for plain talk: 
we are a divided church in fact if not in 
structure.  Healing cannot take place until 
the bleeding stops.

Therefore, delegates elected to the 2020 
General Conference must be committed to 
guiding the UMC out of chaos to a firm 
foundation and vision for its future even 
in division.

For example, I strongly believe that those 
congregations that feel led to leave the 
UMC as currently constituted should be 
allowed to do so with dignity and without 
undue restraint and penalty. 

Perhaps my leadership experiences both 
within and without the Church could be 
of value in that effort.  My activities in 
the Church have been and continue to 
be varied: teacher, finance committee, 
SPR, Conference Council on Finance 
and Administration, and organizing chair 
of the Conference Homeless Council, 
and delegate to Annual and General 
Conferences.

My 50 years in state government and 
higher education included Chancellor 
of University System of Georgia, State 
Budget Director, and Senior VP of 
Finance and Administration at UGA. 
Currently I am a Trustee of Young Harris 
College, and Board Member Athens 
Community Foundation and St. Mary’s 
Hospital Foundation.
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Candidate 1039  Jeff Jernigan

Address: 5232 Lockwood Ln., Powder Springs, GA 30127
Home:  770-439-7787 Mobile:  404-391-9839
Email: jsjernigan@aol.com
Occupation:  Construction Executive
Church:  McEachern UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasion
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I believe God has uniquely positioned 
the United Methodist Church to make 
an impact for the Kingdom.  Thank you 
for electing me to the past four General 
Conferences.  It would be an honor to 
represent you again in 2020.

My Beliefs:
•  We should strategically invest in 
ministries that make a difference. As 
NGC Missions/Global Ministries team 
leader, I saw the renewal that comes when 
churches are externally focused.  That 
is why I am passionate about helping 
churches move from an internal focus to 
an external/missional focus.

•  The primary work of the church 
is making disciples.  As lay leader I 
spearheaded a transformation of our 
local church structure to move people 
from committees to ministry and focus 
resources on mission and evangelism.

•  We should build bridges across 
cultural and racial lines, and among 
lay and clergy.  I was very excited to 
help in bringing together GBGM, The 
Mission Society, and World Methodist 
Evangelism to become co-sponsors of 
multiple Beyond These Walls Mission 
Conferences.

•  We are called to be good stewards.  As 

a businessman who has to make payroll 
every week, I will work to reduce the 
bureaucracy of our church, thus returning 
resources to the local church for ministry 
and mission.

•  We are called to be faithful.  I will 
defend our traditional church doctrines.

Areas of Service:

General Church:  2008, 2012, 2016, 2019 
General & Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate, GBGM In Mission Together 
Advocate NGC

Conference:  Chair Missions/Global 
Ministries, Leadership UMC I & II, 
Nominations, Resolutions

District: AMAR Lay Leader, District 
Union

Local: Chair Church Council, Lay Leader, 
President UMM, SS Teacher, Youth 
Counselor

Other:  Wesley Community Center Board, 
International Leadership Institute  Nigeria 
and Eastern Europe National Conference 
Faculty, Tom Atkins Evangelical 
Ministries Board, Glencastle UM 
Children’s Home rebuild, Beyond These 
Walls Leadership Team 



Candidate 1040  Leon Jourolmon
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Address: 222 Stonecrest Court, Athens, GA 30605
Home:  706-353-3138 Mobile:  706-318-8358
Email: leonjourolmon@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Elberton First UMC  
District:  Athens
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Thank you for electing me as a 
General Conference delegate in 
2011 and Jurisdictional Conference 
delegate in 2007, 2011and 2015.  The 
knowledge I acquired at General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences, along with 
my past experience, has broadened my 
understanding of the denomination and 
the many challenges we face in the future.

I have served the Annual Conference 
as Treasurer of NGUMM, as Athens 
Elberton District Lay Leader, and as 
Chair-Revitalization Ministry.  The Lay 
Revitalization Ministry developed a cadre 
of experienced laity to work with local 
churches and help them improve their 
programs that build disciples and help 
grow their churches.

IF ELECTED:
I will faithfully serve with dignity and 
honor by upholding Wesleyan tradition, 
Orthodox theology and Biblical teachings. 
•  Work with fellow delegates to adopt a 
responsible budget, strengthening UMC 
financial status and accountability.
•  Establish quantitative means to measure 
effectiveness of clergy.
•  Support programs to transition 
ineffective clergy into another career.
•  Diligently work toward mending 

disagreements within the denomination 
while remaining faithful to the high 
standards we represent.
•  Uphold and defend the current 
Discipline.
•  Work to increase laity’s leadership role 
within general church.
•  Work to consolidate general church 
agencies and align work and resources 
with the priorities of the church.
•  Encourage clergy and laity partnerships 
“to make disciples”.
•  Support fair representation in the 
organizations of the church.

MY SERVICE:
CONFERENCE: Chair Lay Revitalization 
Ministry for eight years.  Member 
Conference Board of Laity for eight 
years; and Member Committee on 
Episcopacy for eight years, Treasurer of 
NGUMM for three years.
DISTRICT:  District Lay Leader, 
District President UMM; District Lay 
Representative Racial Reconciliation, 
Annual Conference Host Committee for 
17 years and Co-Chair for 7 years.
LOCAL CHURCH:  Chair Administrative 
Board, Lay Leader, Chair Council on 
Ministries, President UMM, Adult Sunday 
School teacher, Certified Lay Speaker/
Servant, Choir member. 
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Candidate 1041  Joe Kilpatrick

Address: 1346 Drayton Woods Dr., Tucker, GA 30084
Home:  770-939-1807 Mobile:  404-964-3589
Email: jkcpa71@gmail.com
Occupation:  Certified Public Accountant 
Church:  Tucker First UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

At the 2019 General Conference I actively 
supported the Church’s 2000-year 
position on sexual ethics. My votes in the 
Episcopal elections at SEJ are faithful 
to this tradition. Love and unity require 
expression in obedience to the Son; Jesus 
expressed love in obedience to the Father. 

Elected Conference President several 
times by UMMen, I supported missions, 
Scouting and youth outreach.  One son 
is a Silver Beaver; one grandson is a 
national youth leader.

I see terrible gender inequality in Africa. 
I propose consistent, informed biblical 
preaching, helping both genders develop 
the mind of Christ, growing in deep 
respect for each other as persons made in 
God’s image. 

As a trustee of Asbury Theological 
Seminary, the 5th largest in the USA, 
I see a great inequality in African 
theological education. I lobby 
successfully for more UMC funding 
for pastoral education in Africa and 
Philippines. Still, I see theology students, 
with their families, in Africa living in 

cramped “housing” without electricity 
and running water.  With donors like you, 
I founded Bikes and Bibles that blesses 
about 250 poor African pastors annually. 

My daughter-in-law’s stillbirths sensitized 
me even more to the needs I see in 
underequipped, outdated maternity wards 
in UMC hospitals and clinics in the 
Congo. I successfully lobby UMCOR 
and private donors to send equipment 
and supplies. Six 40’ containers recently 
shipped. My African relationships, 
built over time, facilitate legislative 
effectiveness, winning votes for UMC 
positions honoring unborn human life.  

Let’s spend multi-millions from the huge 
reserves held by Agencies and Conference 
to support growing African areas where 
clergy and members are the poorest and 
where so many youth and children die 
young.   

Together, united in obedience, we build a 
loving, glorious Church, the living body 
of Christ, rejoicing when Jesus returns 
and finds us producing good fruit for 
God’s Kingdom.   



Candidate 1042  Amy King
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Address: 5825 Greenbrier Rd. NE, Sandy Springs, GA 30328
Mobile:  770-596-4500
Email: nortoam@gmail.com
Occupation:  Treasury and Benefits Specialist, North Georgia 
Conference of the United Methodist Church
Church:  Sandy Springs UMC District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

Home Church: Sandy Springs UMC, 
Atlanta-Roswell District 
•  Member
•  Lay Delegate
•  Executive Committee
•  Finance Committee Chair
•  SPRC member
•  UMW Circle co-leader
Current Conference/District 
Participation: 
•  Atlanta Roswell District Union
•  Leadership UMC Board
•  Commission on Higher Education,
•  Board of Ordained Ministry Credit 
Committee. 
Past Conference/District Participation:
•  Council on Finance and Administration.
• Leadership UMC graduate
Family: 
•  Married six years to Jeremy, also a 
member of SSUMC
•  Foster parents through the United 
Methodist Children’s Home.
Current Employment
• Treasury and Benefits Specialist, 
NGUMC
Civic Activities:
•  Georgia Society of CPAs Business and 
Industry Advisory Council
•  Atlanta Track Club
•  Two-time first runner up in the Search 
for the South’s Funniest Accountant, 
annual fundraiser for Junior Achievement 
of Georgia.

Education/Credentials:  
•  Master of Accountancy, Auburn 
University
•  Practicing Certified Public Accountant 
for 12 years

As a lifelong Christian committed to 
the growth and unity of the United 
Methodist Church, were I to be selected 
as a Delegate to General conference, 
I believe and would support the 
following:
•  That everyone, without exception, 
is loved by God and deserving of full 
participation in the life and body of the 
Church.
•  That the Church is strengthened through 
the work of a diverse, engaged laity in all 
facets of the Church.
•  That creating a culture that allows 
for the participation of laity of all 
ages, races, genders, nationalities, and 
backgrounds, including more convenient 
meeting times, child care, and a modified 
Annual Conference schedule, is one of the 
keys to church revitalization. 
•  That we are called to be good stewards 
of all things entrusted to us, from 
finances to the environment, and that this 
stewardship is an act of worship. 
•  That this stewardship includes 
passing budgets that reflect the financial 
constraints of the local churches. 
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Candidate 1043  Tina Kirkland

Address: 1810 Summerview Ct, Woodstock, GA 30189
Mobile:  404-884-3736
Email: volsfaningeorgia70@gmail.com
Occupation:  
Church:  Hillside UMC, Woodstock 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I have stood on the sidelines serving in 
the local church, but my love for the UMC 
will no longer allow me to remain a by-
stander, but to respond to the Holy Spirits 
nudging and seek election in the 2020 
election. 

I support: 
• Wesleyan Orthodox teachings, The 
Lordship of Jesus Christ and Scripture to 
be the inspired word of God. 
• Accountability to the current Book 
of Discipline by clergy and laity. 
• Evangelism in the church and the 
community that brings Jesus love to a 
hurting world. My passion is evangelism 
sharing my faith and encouraging others 
as we seek to make new disciples. 
• Ministries with youth and children, 
student ministries with an emphasis on 
confirmation.
• Building pathways for service and 
leadership in the local church. 
• Developing ministry partners 
through a Holy Spirit movement in our 
lives that connects families, churches and 

communities to God’s saving grace. 
I ask for your vote and support. It would 
be my honor to represent you and be your 
voice. 

Service:
Local Church:  Administrative Board 
Chair, Executive Board Chair, Lay 
Leader, Mission & Outreach Board Chair, 
Stephen Minister, Congregation Care 
Minister, Board of Directors for Preschool 
and Academy, Finance Committee, 
Children’s Council, Greeter, Usher, 
Christmas Angels Program, Summer 
Lunches. 

District: Board of Church Development, 
Lay Member at Large to Annual 
Conference, Teller, Leadership UMC 
Graduate. 

LUKE 9:23
“If you want to come with me, you must 
forget yourself, take up your cross every 
day, and follow me.”



Candidate 1044  Liza Kittle
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Address: 237 Watervale Rd., Martinez, GA 30907
Mobile:  706-306-2851
Email: ebkittle@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Trinity on the Hill, Augusta 
District:  Augusta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am a life-long member of Trinity on the 
Hill UMC in Augusta, Georgia.  I have 
been happily married to Bill, an internist 
at the VA Hospital, for 31 years and we 
have four grown children. 

At Trinity, I was an active member and 
leader of United Methodist Women for 
many years.  I also helped establish 
Women of the Vine, a multi-faceted 
women’s ministry and served as its 
leader. During my tenure I led a diverse, 
interdenominational group woman in 
bringing about a successful community 
event attended by over 800 women.

I served as lay delegate to the North 
Georgia Annual Conference from 2003 to 
2012.  

I have been a long-time member of the 
RENEW Network, an organization for 
evangelical women within the United 
Methodist Church, serving as President 
from 2009-2012.  RENEW is affiliated 
with Good News, the leading evangelical 
voice for renewal and reform within 

the UMC and I was a member of their 
Coalition at three General Conferences.

I support the Traditional Plan passed at 
the Special General Conference. I believe 
it represents the historical tenets of the 
Christian faith and the majority voice 
of our global denomination. Decades 
have been spent immersed in battle and 
I know the pain and divisiveness it has 
produced. The unity we have tried so hard 
to forge has reached an irreconcilable 
place.  We are a connectional worldwide 
church and the body has spoken. The 
time has come for acceptance, healing, 
and moving forward as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Obstruction and resistance will 
only prolong the suffering and taint our 
witness to the world.

I believe my experience as a women’s 
ministry leader, lay delegate and 
evangelical advocate equips me to serve 
as your delegate to General Conference. 
I would be honored to represent North 
Georgia with integrity, boldness, and 
grace.
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Candidate 1045  Terry Lloyd

Address: 2035 Pate Ridge Dr., Loganville, GA 30052
Home:  770-979-2079 Mobile:  404-626-0549
Email: terrylloyd@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Lawyer
Church:  Cannon UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am a member of Cannon UMC, where I 
sing in the choir and serve as chair of the 
trustees.  In a previous church I served as 
chair of SPR and the ad council.  In my 
professional life and church life I have 
spent a great deal of time working with 
others on difficult issues.  Micah 6:8 says 
we are to do what is right, and that is not 
always the easy road.

I am a litigation lawyer and spend a great 
deal of time determining what the laws 
mean.  I am familiar with both the Bible 
and the Book of Discipline and I believe 
the modified traditional plan is firmly 
grounded in scripture. 

My wife of 42 years and I raised two 
great kids and now are very close to our 
three young grandchildren.  We have seen 
the cultural changes that have occurred; 
some are good, but others are clearly 
not.  I believe the church is to change the 

culture, not let the changes in cultural 
beliefs alter Biblical doctrine.  We need to 
be the light of truth in all things; our faith 
should never take a step back just to be 
politically correct.   
 
As a lawyer handling mostly family law 
cases, I have seen how sin can destroy 
an individual and a family.  Our culture 
and technology constantly put temptation 
at our fingertips and our young people 
need to hear the gospel.  We are called 
as Christians to be witnesses for Jesus, 
and sometimes that means we will face 
persecution.  I am a sinner saved by grace 
and I want to share what I have been 
given.
 
If chosen as a delegate, I pledge to act in 
love and with kindness, but stand firmly 
on the teachings of Holy Scripture.  I 
humbly ask for your vote.



Candidate 1046  Sarah Lyons
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Address: 185 Wana Circle, Mableton, GA 30126
Home:  678-778-3970 Mobile:  678-777-7597
Email: sarahlyons@gmail.com
Occupation Director, Children’s Ministries and Church Office 
Administrator
Church:  Covenant UMC, Smyrna     District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I humbly offer myself as a candidate 
for lay delegate to the 2020 General 
and Jurisdictional Conferences.  For the 
past 16 years, I have been privileged 
to serve at Covenant UMC.  As your 
representative, I promise to faithfully 
listen and honestly and prayerfully 
consider all concerns and opinions 
brought before me.  These conversations 
may be difficult, perhaps even painful, 
but we must have open and honest 
dialogue.    

I Believe:
•  Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior.
•  There is room for all at His table.
•  All believers are called to a mission 
field that is as varied and unique as His 
creation.  We must not neglect or belittle 
our service to building the kingdom of 
God through our vocations and daily 
interactions with our family, friends, 
customers, neighbors, clients, and 
strangers. 
•  The most beautiful noise in the church 
is that made by our children.  Children 
are loud, messy, curious, compassionate, 
and vital members of our congregation.  
Not only should we encourage their 
participation, but create opportunities for 
service in worship and mission so that 

they may grow in fullness and love.  
•  With Jesus as our example, we must 
find new ways to minister to those on the 
fringes of our society.
•  I believe there is still room for unity 
within our denomination through the 
example of John Wesley who said, 
“Though we cannot think alike, may 
we not love alike?  May we not be of 
one heart, though we are not of one 
opinion? Without all doubt, we may.  
Herein all the children of God may 
unite, notwithstanding these smaller 
differences.”  

Service:
•  Church Lay Leader
•  Church Lay Delegate to Annual 
Conference
•  Certified Lay Speaker 
•  Leadership UMC class of 2016
•  Safe Sanctuaries and Wonderfully Made 
facilitator

Personal:
•  Married mother of 3
•  Former foster family

Education: 
•  BS Business Management and M.B.A.
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Candidate 1047  Bill Martin

Address: 2853 Ashton Hill Dr., Dacula, GA 30019
Mobile:  404-556-1226
Email: wgmartin@mindspring.com
Occupation:  Business Owner
Church:  Dacula UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

It has been one of my greatest honors 
to serve as your Conference Lay Leader 
these last three years.  We have worked 
together to expand the opportunities for 
laity to learn more about their faith and 
church throughout the connection.   There 
has never been a time in history such as 
this, when the strong and faithful witness 
of the laity is required in our church and 
society.

 I consider myself orthodox when it 
comes to the Christian faith.  I believe in 
the Virgin birth, the divinity of Christ, 
His miracles, the redemptive work of 
Christ on the cross, and in the literal 
resurrection of Jesus from the grave.   
With your support, I would be honored 
to be elected as a delegate to the 2020 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences as 
we all seek to move the church forward 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

I will support:
1)  Wesleyan renewal of the church 
through emphasis on scripture, intentional 
faith development and holy conferencing.
2)  Strengthening and expanding the 
concept of shared ministry between laity 
and clergy.
3)  Practices that will develop better 
lines of communication and eliminate the 

disconnect that currently exists between 
our policy makers and the people in the 
pews.
4)  Continued emphasis on holding our 
boards and agencies accountable to 
operate efficiently and to be fiscally 
responsible. 

Experience:

North Georgia Annual Conference:   
Conference Lay Leader, 2016 - present
General Conference Reserve Delegate, 
2016, 2019
General and Jurisdictional Conference 
Delegate, 2012                                                 
Associate Conference Lay Leader, 2012-
2016
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry, 
2012-present   
Head Lay Teller, 2007 -2010 
Leadership UMC 2005-2006

Atlanta-Emory District: 
District Lay Leader
Associate District Lay Leader
District Committee on Ordained Ministry

Dacula UMC:   
Lay Leader 
Administrative Board Chair 
SPRC Chair 



Candidate 1048 Ariel Murphy
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Address: 4224 Cascade Rd., Atlanta, GA 30331
Home:  404-691-8207 Mobile:  678-314-1344
Email: ariel.murphy156@gmail.com
Occupation:  Student
Church:  Headland Heights UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

Ariel Imani Murphy is a senior at 
Reinhardt University pursuing a degree 
in Sports Administration with a minor 
in Business. She is the daughter of Rev. 
Matt and Tonya Murphy. She attends 
Headland Heights UMC in East Point, 
GA. Ariel earned the silver and bronze 
Girl Scout Awards. She was celebrated 
as Miss FBLA (Future Business Leaders 
of America) at Westlake High School. 
She completed CRoP (Christian Rites 
of Passage) at Cascade UMC and was a 
2014 Debutante. Ariel was awarded a top 
fundraiser. Ariel was invited to provided 
a TED talk at youth 2015 in Orlando, 
Florida. Mission trips to Bahamas 
Methodist Habitat, Eleuther, Bahamas, 
Thistle farms, and Workers Dignity have 
all inspired Ariel to maintain a volunteer 
spirit. Having grown up attending 
spiritual Life Retreats at Camp Glission, 
Ariel was poised to give back in the form 
of a Camp counselor, Leader in Grow Day 
Camps, and graduate of the North GA ELI 
(Experiential Leadership Institute.) 
 
Ariel has been to the last three General 
Conferences.  
 
She served as an observer in the Church 
& Society Legislative committee in 

Portland, Oregon. Ariel also served as a 
UMW hostess in the Limitless Lounge of 
the General Conference exposition hall. 
 
Ariel serves as a member of the 
Program Advisory Group to National 
Board of UMW. She has been apart of 
work of United Methodist Women for 
21 years. Ariel has been to Assembly 
as an attendee, speaker, and program 
participant. She has supported the work 
with women children and youth through 
Project Extend, Limitless: Redefine 
Tomorrow, North GA Task force to recruit 
young women. She has demonstrated 
her fiduciary abilities in coordinating 
UMW paraphernalia over the past several 
years. Ariel was awarded the prestigious 
Doris Paul Purpose Award in 2016. In 
2018 Ariel was an Exhibit hostess for the 
envisioning the future booth at Assembly 
 
Currently, she serves as the State 
President of Phi Beta Lambda focusing 
on student job readiness. She is Co-
Secretary of D.R.E.A.M.S. (Developing 
Rational Empowered African Americans 
Motivating Society) Finally, Ariel serves 
as a Captain on the campus of Reinhardt 
University greeting prospective students 
and their parents. 
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Candidate 1049  Tonya Murphy

Address: 4224 Cascade Rd., Atlanta, GA 30331
Home:  404-691-8207 Mobile:  770-364-6351
Email: tmmam@bellsouth.net
Occupation:  Physical Therapist
Church:  Headland Heights UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Tonya Davis Murphy is a graduate 
of Georgia State University. She is a 
Physical Therapist and works in Home 
Health Care. Tonya has been  married for 
the past 30 years to Rev. Matt Murphy. 
Matt is  the  Pastor of Headland Heights  
in East Point, GA. They have one 
daughter Ariel, a student at Reinhardt 
University. The Murphy family has served 
faithfully in a number of churches across 
North GA. over the past 30 years. 

Enthusiastic Service  with  the General 
Church  has been thru:  Board of 
Directors General Board of Global 
Ministries and had a role in the  historic 
vote to relocate the General Board of 
Global Ministries to Atlanta. Tonya 
served for  4 years  as a Women’s 
Division Director and 4 years  on the 
Inaugural  National United Methodist 
Women’s Board of Directors. She is 
especially proud of her participation 
on the planning committee for the 
UMW young women’s event- Limitless: 
Redefine Tomorrow.  She is currently 
serving on the Connectional Table of the 
United Methodist Church.
  
Energetic service on the Conference 
level includes:  President of  United 
Methodist Women; Board of Laity, 

President Conference Clergy  spouses, 
Board of Directors of United Methodist 
Children’s Home, Murphy Harpst 
Children’s Center, Board of Ordained 
Ministry. Currently, she serves on the:  
UM Commission Higher Education 
Member , Human trafficking Educational 
Event committee,   Aldersgate / 
Collinswood Board Member,  and as  the   
Dean  of  Mission u for North GA. 
 
District involvement includes: ACPK 
Council on Ministries,  Gainesville 
District  UMW President, President of  
District  Clergy Spouses,  Acpk Strategic 
Planning committee.

Community  service: Tonya currently 
serves as a facilitator of the South Fulton 
Chapter of Sisters  by Choice cancer 
survivor group.   
 
Local Church:  Children’s Sunday 
School Teacher .

Tonya appreciates having been elected as 
a delegate from North GA to 3 General 
Conferences of the UMC. 



Candidate 1050  Kristi Painter
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Address: 1209 W Lehigh Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19133
Mobile:  770-597-9418
Email: kristi@archstreetumc.org
Occupation:  Global Mission Fellow US2, Community Organizer
Church:  Hickory Flat UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

Greetings from Philadelphia! I am a 
Global Mission Fellow US2 (a young 
adult missionary serving in the United 
States) already representing North 
Georgia outside of the conference as I 
engage in ministry in Pennsylvania. I was 
raised in United Methodist churches in 
North Georgia, primarily Hickory Flat 
UMC in Canton where I still hold my 
membership. During college, I discerned a 
call to ministry at the Wesley Foundation 
at Georgia Tech and followed in the path 
of many North GA engineers who went 
on to seminary. I graduated from Candler 
School of Theology in 2018 and am a 
certified candidate for Deacon orders in 
the Atlanta College Park district. 

You blessed me in Athens at Annual 
Conference last year as I prepared to 
leave for missionary training and I was 
commissioned in Atlanta two months 

later to engage with local communities, 
connect the church in mission, and grow 
in personal and social holiness. I was 
sent to Arch Street UMC in Philadelphia 
where I participate in worship leadership 
and work with the community to address 
issues related to poverty, hunger, and 
homelessness. I am passionate about 
finding creative ways to do both mission 
and ministry with communities that 
encourages them to cross boundaries, 
build new relationships, and lift up the 
voices of those who have been ignored 
and oppressed. 

I am grateful for the support I have 
received from the North Georgia 
Conference, especially now as a 
missionary, and I am blessed to have this 
opportunity to represent you at General 
and Jurisdictional Conference as we all 
learn to live into the Beloved Community. 
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Candidate 1051  Dan Parr

Address: 4049 Skyline Dr., Gainesville, GA 30501
Mobile:  770-530-5312
Email: dan@weaverlawfirmga.com
Occupation:  Attorney
Church:  Dahlonega  UMC
District:  Gainesville
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am hopeful for the future of the United 
Methodist Church.  Congregations at 
Princeton UMC (Athens), Gainesville 
FUMC, Toccoa FUMC, Duluth FUMC, 
and now Dahlonega UMC have discipled 
and loved me for 54 years.

I SUPPORT
-The authority of the Bible as the source, 
rule, and guide for the living out of our 
faith.
-Orthodox theology and the current Book 
of Discipline (BOD) as consistent with 
scripture, tradition, reason, and Christian 
experience. 
-Promoting our BOD in a loving and 
inclusive manner while remaining faithful 
to our orthodox biblical and theological 
foundations.
-A fair and transparent legislative process 
which promotes the global church. 
-The efficacy of the local church to 
evangelize, disciple, and serve.  
-Measures of transparency and 
accountability to reduce the General 
Church Budget.
-Reduction of apportionments to promote 
the potency of ministry for the local 
church in the community and globally. 
-UMC resources primarily supporting 
local churches. 
-Sound stewardship promoting local and 
international mission, including UMCOR 
and our Board of Global Ministries.

 PROFESSIONAL
-Practicing litigation attorney for 28 
years.      
-Ability to analyze complex statutory 
language and comprehend the 
practical impact of these provisions.                            
– Ability to draft, organize, 
and communicate effectively.                                    
-Proficiency in Robert’s Rules of Order.                                                                                   
-These skills equip me to serve as your 
voice in preparation for and at General 
Conference. 

CHURCH POSITIONS
I have served in local churches as:            
SPR Chair, Administrative Council 
Chair, UMM President, Sunday School 
Superintendent, Stewardship Committee 
Member, Sunday School teacher, youth 
volunteer, choir member, and currently 
Delegate at Large to Annual Conference.

Through teaching High School and 
college Sunday School classes and 
chaperoning numerous mission trips over 
the years I have learned that our youth are 
hungry to put their faith into action.  

PERSONAL
Married for 31 years.                                 
Two adult sons.                                       
Grandparent.                                                                    
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Address: 44 Chelsea Ct., Avondale Estates, GA 30002
Mobile:  404-502-5300
Email: lynnpeek217@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired teacher
Church:  Decatur First UMC 
District:  Atlnata-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasion
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Lynn Noell Peek, and I am a 
retired teacher.  I was raised as a member 
of Cleveland United Methodist Church 
in the Gainesville District and have 
been a member of Decatur First United 
Methodist Church in the Atlanta/Decatur/
Oxford District since 1973. 

As a youth I participated in Methodist 
Youth Fellowship at the local, sub-
district, district, conference, and national 
levels, holding offices at the local, sub-
district, and district levels.  Since then 
I have not felt the need to hold major 
church offices.  I was Secretary of the 
Administrative Board for four years and 
Chair of the Worship Committee for 
two years at DFUMC.  Other than that 
I have been extremely active serving 
on committees, teaching, working in 
or coordinating VBS, coordinating 
children’s music camp, assisting with 
or directing children’s choirs, singing 
in choirs, leading adult study groups, 
volunteering for local mission projects, 
leading the annual Christmas toy drive, 

and participating in UMW.  That was 
where my time and talents were needed.  
Currently I teach toddlers in DFUMC’s 
Childrens’ Morning Out program.  When I 
served as Alternate District Lay Delegate 
to Annual Conference in 2016 and as 
District Lay Delegate 2017-2019 I became 
aware of the  importance of the message 
of the United Methodist Church.

I want to be a delegate to General 
Conference because I have realized the 
critical nature of its decisions.  How we 
present ourselves to our communities, our 
nation, and our world is vital.  I believe 
the basic components of Christianity are 
“love God” and “love your neighbor”.  
Who is my neighbor?  Everyone. 

 I have strong convictions; but I am fair, 
open-minded, and willing to listen.  Since 
I am semi-retired, I have the time and 
ability to study, pray, and attend meetings 
in preparation.  I feel God is calling me 
here.
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Candidate 1053  Chris Rapko

Address: 1610 Flintwood Dr. SE, Atlanta, GA 30316
Mobile:  954-646-0946
Email: djrapko@gmail.com
Occupation:  Office Manager at Inman Park UMC / Disc Jockey
Church:  St. Paul UMC, Atlanta 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!
I am Chris Rapko, a member at St. 
Paul UMC in Atlanta in the ADOX 
district, where my wife serves as Pastor-
In-Charge. I submit myself for your 
consideration as a lay delegate to the 
2020 General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. I am a graduate of 
Candler School of Theology (11T), and 
I have been involved in the UMC for 
10 years, first at Druid Hills UMC in 
Atlanta, and then at Mt. Zion UMC in 
Marietta, GA. Currently, I serve on the 
Conference Commission On Religion 
and Race (CCORR) and am a member of 
the Board of Directors for Aldersgate/
Camp Collinswood. I am also a Certified 
Candidate for ordained ministry in the 
North Georgia Conference on the Elder 
track. 

I bring to the table a commitment to 
Scripture as the primary source of 
theological reflection. My interests 
in my undergraduate and graduate 

studies emphasized Scripture and its 
interpretation. I’m well-learned in biblical 
Greek and Hebrew, and am especially 
interested in Biblical Theology. Scripture 
drives my theological commitments. I 
am committed to spreading the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to everyone, because Christ 
came for every human being from every 
nation in every culture.

Finally, I am seeking your consideration 
as a lay delegate because of my passion 
for The United Methodist Church. As 
a Disc Jockey for a local radio station, 
I have a professional commitment to 
cultural relevancy that drives me to look 
for ways to make the church as applicable 
as possible to the world. From my 
experience serving as a pastoral presence 
in the DJ booth, I believe that the church 
must find new ways to evangelize new 
people in new ways. I look forward to 
furthering the Kingdom of God wherever 
the Spirit might take me.
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Candidate 1054  Chuck Savage III

Address: 4635 Howell Farms Dr., Acworth, GA 30101
Mobile:  770-296-2936
Email: chwsa524@gmail.com
Occupation:  Software Sales
Church:  Kennesaw UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Marietta
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Thank you for considering me as a 
delegate to the upcoming General 
Conference.  If elected, I will work 
hard to maintain a unified UMC with a 
commitment to the teaching and practice 
of our traditional biblical values on 
matters relating to personal holiness, 
social justice and the sanctity of the 
marriage covenant.     

I support:
•  Energetic and aggressive evangelistic 
missionary activities involving youth and 
young adults; 
•  The spiritual vitality that is generated 
through an active small-group ministry 
and the revitalization of our small 
churches; 
•  Teaching the Bible as the inspired and 
authoritative Word of God that is relevant 
today and maintaining our distinctive 
Wesleyan emphases;
•  A continued strong commitment to 
racial reconciliation;
•  Prayer for living with assurance of faith 
as empowered witnesses;
•  Faithfulness to our United Methodist 
heritage, upholding scriptural Christianity 
as stated in our current Book of 
Discipline;

•  Cost-effective governance to aid in the 
reduction of local church apportionments;

As a Software Sales Executive with over 
twenty years experience, I have worked 
in leadership positions at IBM, Microsoft 
and Compuware. I understand global 
business operations and have extensive 
experience negotiating contracts with 
business executives and building bridges 
between people of different cultures.  I 
believe my experience uniquely qualifies 
me to serve as a delegate to the General 
Conference.   

If elected, I pledge to use my management 
and leadership skills to be a voice that 
represents North Georgia values during 
the debates that take place on proposed 
resolutions and amendments to our Book 
of Discipline.   

Together we can make a difference! 
 
Camp Glisson: Board Member 
Kennesaw UMC:  Church Council; SPR 
Council, SS and Disciple Teacher; UMM; 
Emmaus.
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Candidate 1055  Elijah Shoaf

Address: 2403 Waterscape Trail, Snellville, GA 30078
Mobile:  470-774-5149
Email: eli.shoaf@gmail.com
Occupation:  Student
Church:  Cannon UMC, Snellville 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Youth (18 and under)

Hello North Georgia! My name is Elijah 
Shoaf and I am interested in representing 
you as a delegate to General Conference 
2020! I live in Gwinnett County with 
my wonderful family where I attend 
Brookwood High School and Cannon 
UMC. One of the most diverse schools in
the country, I have been able to 
experience firsthand both the benefits of 
having a wide variety of opinions and 
life experiences along with the problems 
faced by many groups who are often
generalized by society. 

Using these experiences and my 
knowledge of our denomination I have 
gained through positions at both the 
local and conference levels such as 
my time on the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministries I hope to help create an 
aura of inclusiveness and safety in the 
modern church. And while doing this, I 
will emphasize a “No One Left Behind” 
policy. 

Oftentimes when society advances we 
often forget or even marginalize the 
beliefs of older or more conservative 
factions in our church. I believe this 
is detrimental to us and I will work 
tirelessly to find a balance between both 
progress and understanding. The church I 
have grown to know and love deserves to 
stay united.

“Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
-Ephesians 4:3 (NIV)

I will strive to be a voice of unity in these 
troubled times. Let this church be a rock 
and refuge for all people! I know that it 
is possible to build a United Methodist 
Church that is united in faith to bring the 
love of God to all people. At the end of 
the day, remember to put away the sword 
and find the love in your hearts for one 
another. I look forward to introducing 
myself to you all!
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Address: 3531 Morning Creek Ct., Suwanee, GA 30024
Mobile:  678-462-2705
Email: janet.sligar@comcast.net
Occupation:  Retired Documentation Auditor
Church:  Norcross First UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

Thank you for electing me three times 
to the delegation. It is an honor. I have 
gained unique insights, built strong 
relationships nationally, internationally  
and in our conference.
I SUPPORT:
•  Equipping local churches to reach out 
to their communities, with boldness and 
authenticity.
•  Applying orthodox Wesleyan theology, 
based on Biblical principles, to all 
decisions of the church.
•  Encouraging laity and clergy to live 
in holiness, allowing our lives to show 
Christ’s love.
•  Developing and empowering lay 
leadership using Lay Servant Ministries, 
Leadership UMC and mentoring future 
leaders, opening doors of service for 
young adults.  
•  Offering engaging, exciting ministry to 
children and youth, allowing them to grow 
in grace and discover the love of God that 
can shape their lives.
•  Helping local churches to encourage 
spiritual growth, offering hope, love and 
grace in abundance.
•  Recognizing & developing leaders to 
form partnerships between laity & clergy. 
•  Communicating with local congregations 
to foster trust and understanding.
•  Making transparent financial decisions 
that allow local churches to focus on their 
mission and ministry.

•  Fostering trust in local churches through 
equal accountability and adherence to 
the Book of Discipline by every United 
Methodist leader
SERVICE:
•  Member of North Georgia’s 2008 2012 
2016 delegations
•  Conference Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries
•  Conference Board of Laity 
•  Leadership UMC and LUMC Advanced
•  Walk to Emmaus
•  Discipleship, Covenant, Bible Study 
Fellowship, Genesis to Revelation Bible 
Studies
•  Women’s Retreat Speaker, Pulpit Supply, 
Certified Lay Servant Instructor
•  Taught 1st Lay Servant class in Portugal
•  Sunday School Teacher, Bible Study 
Teacher, Women’s Ministry
•  Ministry to Developmentally Disabled 
Adults
•  District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry and numerous local church and 
District leadership roles
•  Lay Supply Pastor 1 year New Hope 
Lawrenceville
•  Vice President SEJ Association Lay 
Servants 
•  Vice President National Association 
Conference Directors Lay Servant 
Ministries
•  Member National Education Committee 
Lay Servant Materials
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Candidate 1057  Debby Stikes

Address: 120 Mixon St., Griffin, GA 30224
Mobile:  678-758-9159
Email: debby.stikes@griffin-fumc.org
Occupation:  Director of Discipleship and Care, FUMC of Griffin
Church:  Griffin First UMC 
District:  Griffin
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40) 

I was honored to be elected a reserve 
delegate to the 2012 and 2016 General 
Conferences.  While attending committee 
meetings and sessions, it was apparent no 
single issue will resolve the challenges of 
the United Methodist Church. Prayer and 
study of multiple subjects will be required 
to truly address the 2020 Conference.

I believe in John Wesley’s theology.  I 
believe by scripture, tradition, reason, and 
experience we can find answers to today’s 
problems.  Even as we face challenges as 
a denomination, I am filled with hope for 
the future of United Methodism.

I believe clergy and laity alike, should 
uphold the authority of the Book of 
Discipline. 

I believe laity is called by God to be in 
ministry for specific service in addition to 
their vocation.  I believe clergy and laity 
should work hand in hand.  Our diversity 
is our strength.  We can and should 
depend on each other for help and support 
as we expand ministry in the world.

I believe we should strengthen our 

evangelism efforts.  We need to offer the 
love and good news of Jesus Christ to the 
world.  We are distracted by the world 
and by the enormity of social issues that 
face us.  As simple as it sounds, Jesus is 
the answer.
 
I believe the church should lead the 
way to instill moral values in children 
and youth.  We must not ignore our 
responsibility while expanding our 
resources to reach children and youth.

Areas of Service:
Jurisdictional Delegate (2008, 2012) 
Reserve (2016)
Reserve General Conference Delegate 
(2008, 2012)
Attended 2012, 2016 General Conferences
General Conference Recorder (2016)
Professional Certification in Christian 
Education from GBHEM
Lay Revitalization Ministry
Advisory Board Chair - Past Board Chair 
– UM Children’s Home
Griffin District Lay Leader
UMW member/past District officer
Disciple/Bible Study Leader
Stephen Ministry Leader



Candidate 1058  Joel C. Taylor Jr.
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Address: 1021 Newport Dr. #9758, Ellijay, GA 30540
Mobile:   770-298-9615
Email: joeltaylor6933@att.net
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Ellijay First UMC 
District:  Northwest
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian 
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

After prayerful consideration I feel 
called to offer myself as a 2020 General 
Conference Delegate Candidate. lwas 
raised in the Methodist Church and 
still believe strongly in our Articles of 
Religion. John Wesley considered the 
Bible the heart of his faith. I consider the 
Bible the heart of my faith and the Bible 
remains the heart of our United Methodist 
beliefs. I have extensive leadership and 
financial experience as a Bank Division 
President. These qualities will enable 
me to effectively negotiate with diverse 
groups and to promote means of
returning more financial resources to the 
local church. My numerous leadership 
positions in the local church have 
enhanced my abilities to represent you. I 
am also a Sunday School leader;
smallgroup leader; youth mentor; 
and teach Disciples Bible Studies. l 
continually work on my spiritual growth 
and being Christ like.

I have a working knowledge of and 
support our current Book of Discipline 
and am very familiar with the operations 
of the Methodist Church. I have lead 
classes and discussions on our
Discipline and Legislative, Executive 
and Judicial processes. I believe anyone 
who has taken the oath to uphold 
our Discipline should do so with 
accountability. I am in favor of evaluating
limited terms for Bishops.

I will respect all delegates and opposing 
views. I commit to prayerfully consider 
all General Conference issues and remain 
faithful by voting to uphold Scripture. 
To paraphrase Lillian Hellman - I cannot 
and will not cut my conscience to fit this 
year’s fashion. 1 John 2: 15 reminds
us that “the love of the Father is not in 
those who love the world”. The United 
Methodist Church is at a crucial point in 
our history. I pray God has a miracle to 
keep us united.
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Candidate 1059  Judy Teasley

Address: 4454 Graystone Way, Evans, GA 30809
Home:  706-863-7561 Mobile:  706-825-7561
Email: jatx2@comcast.net
Occupation: Retired Educator, Current member of Columbia 
County Board of Education
Church:  Riverview UMC      District:  Augusta
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I believe that God has richly blessed the 
United Methodist Church. He has given 
us a mandate to demonstrate Christian 
conduct to a troubled world. We have the 
opportunity to display what it means to 
love one another while revealing that God 
breathed Scripture is needed to teach, 
correct and train ourselves so that we may 
be equipped to go and make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.

To do what the Body of Christ has been 
called to do, we must be obedient to 
the Word of God with a loving spirit of 
humility and recognize that though we 
will not always agree with one another, 
we can still treat others as we would like 
others to treat us.  Both individually and 
collectively, we must be Christ-centered 
and Spirit-led in our words, thoughts and 
actions.

All people matter to Jesus and they must 
matter to us as well. I believe that we 

must endeavor to prayerfully transform 
lives through Christ by the Word of God 
as we seek to serve Him.

In addition to my service leadership 
experiences as a middle and high school 
teacher, athletic director, past president of 
the Professional Association of Georgia 
Educators, and current member of the 
Columbia County Board of Education, 
I have also been blessed to serve in 
various roles in the Methodist Church. 
This includes the conference, district and 
local church levels in these capacities: 
Leadership UMC and Leadership UMC 
Advanced; Housing and Homeless 
Council; Annual Conference as an At-
Large Delegate and Teller; Lay Servant; 
Worship Committee Chair, Administrative 
Council Chair and Projection Tech. And, 
it would be my honor to represent you in 
Minneapolis in 2020. 
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Address: 2444 Treehaven Dr., Snellville, GA 30078
Home:  470-275-5541 Mobile:  770-313-4136
Email: jythibodeaux@icloud.com
Occupation:  Consultant
Church:  Impact UMC
District:  Atlanta-College Park
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  African American
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I am the wife of Reverend Paul 
Thibodeaux and mother of six boys ages, 
5 – 25! I bless God daily that he helps 
me to connect to my three different 
generations of children. God gives me 
the grace and wisdom to meet each where 
they are and to maintain an influence 
to train them up in the way they should 
go. I am old enough in spirit to be wise 
and young enough in heart to relate and 
connect to them. I love being in ministry 
with Paul to the world. It is who we are, 
what we do, how we love and live! 

I have served as Chair/Co-Chair of 
Children’s Ministry, Worship, Prayer 
Circles, New Members, CE Teacher, 
Care Team, Visioning Lead Christian 
Education, Secretary for the ACPK 
Strategic Growth Team and a current 
participate in the Leadership UMC class 
and leader for my group. With Paul, I 

host small groups and counsel couples 
/ families. I am temporarily working at 
The Orchard Church to help them build 
systems and processes to grow ministries.

As a young adult I was fearful of the 
Book of Disciple. How I saw people use 
it at church conferences did not represent 
the love and compassion I knew they held 
for God and one another. Then I read it 
and discovered the love and concern that 
it must have taken to write it; in hopes 
that it would glorify God and edify the 
body. It affirmed for me that at the core 
of Methodists, despite our actions at time, 
is a fundamental love of God and all his 
people. I feel James 1:2-8 is where the 
United Methodist Church finds itself 
now. I believe we should find comfort in 
1 John 3:2 as we keep doing the greatest 
commandments in practice and belief. 
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Candidate 1061  Alexander R. Thomson

Address: 1245 Lake Charles Dr., Roswell, GA 30075
Home:  770-993-7377 Mobile:  678-361-1613
Email: alexander@atrt.org
Occupation:  Retired (formerly a software developer)
Church:  Roswell UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

I was born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, was baptized as an infant in a 
Presbyterian congregation, and attended 
a Brethren Sunday School until age 
eleven. From age 6 to 45 I was part of an 
“Eschatological Sect” that expected the 
imminent premillennial return of Christ.

The great thing about having had such a 
diverse church background is that I am 
much more accepting of other people’s 
theological differences.  

I married Rita in 1976. We joined Roswell 
United Methodist Church in 1998.

At RUMC: I was a member of the 
Adult Education Committee for eight 
years, chairing it for two. I chaired the 
GROW Council for three years under 
two different associate pastors. (GROW 
relates to growing the congregation 
spiritually.)  

I have taught eighth grade, high school 
and adult Sunday school and have 
facilitated adult courses such as Disciple 
III, and Wesley Ministry Network’s In 
God’s Time, A Life Worthy of the Gospel, 

and Serious Answers to Hard Questions. 
 
I have been a Stephen Minister since 
2009. I pray with job seekers in the 
chapel at Job Networking, and, with 
Rita, serve as overnight host for Family 
Promise several times a year. I have 
served on three Emmaus walks.

I was on two mission trips to Mississippi 
in the aftermath of hurricane Katrina.  
Internationally I have gone, together with 
Rita, on mission trips to Brazil, Peru 
(twice) and Guatemala.  

My church focus is on unity as prayed for 
by Jesus and desired by Paul.

Key verses are Philippians 2:5, 1:6 & 
Micah 6:8

Mathew. 25:31-46 is a favorite passage.  
The separating of the sheep from the 
goats in the judgment speaks to the fact 
that Christianity is not a theological 
puzzle to solve.  Feed the hungry, give 
water to the thirsty, invite in the stranger, 
and clothe those who need clothes.
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Address: : 250 10th ST NE APT 1407, Atlanta, GA 30309
Mobile:  706-799-5342
Email: sptippens@gmail.com
Occupation:  Associate Pastors Executive Assistant
Church:  Eastside UMC, Atlanta 
District:  Atlanta-Decatur-Oxford
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Young Adult (19-40)

As a young delegate, I am committed 
to the future of the United Methodist 
Church because it is the future of my 
church. In spite of the challenges we face, 
I am optimistic about our future. As the 
daughter and granddaughter of United 
Methodist clergy, my life is deeply rooted 
in this denomination. 

I grew up attending a variety of local 
churches, worshiping and serving 
alongside Christians from all walks of 
life with a range of beliefs, opinions, and 
views. The diversity of my experiences 
within this denomination have given 
me a broad understanding of and deep 
appreciation for the rich tapestry 
of perspectives from which United 
Methodists approach our unifying call 
to love God and other people with open 
hearts, open minds, and open doors.

Though I respect and admire God’s 
unique call on clergy to serve, I believe 
that the Church is at its best when laity 
are empowered to lead, charged with 

carrying out the ministries and missions 
of the body and inspiring growth and 
change from within. 

To this end, I currently serve as a lay 
delegate to annual conference for Eastside 
Church, where I am a member. I am also 
a small group leader, and in the past have 
volunteered in a variety of ways in youth 
ministries. 

I am on staff at Northside Church, where 
I get to enact my passion of relational 
evangelism, particularly among my age 
demographic. 

I am an observant, humble, and 
determined United Methodist who 
respects the traditions and experiences 
of the generations that came before me, 
while also recognizing our need for 
constant growth and renewal in order 
to continually align ourselves with the 
will of God. I love this Church and will 
fearlessly and tirelessly work to ensure 
that our special community thrives.
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Candidate 1063  Ann M. Warren

Address: 50 Cassville Rd., Cartersville, GA 30120
Mobile:  770-546-6169
Email: amw127@gmail.com
Occupation:  Retired
Church:  Sam Jones UMC, Cartersville 
District:  Northwest
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Ann Warren. I have been a 
Methodist since my baptism in 1962. My 
family have been Methodists for several 
generations. My parents have been loyal 
members of Tennille Methodist all my 
life. I watched their service and have 
tried to do the same. As a young person, I 
served at Tennille Methodist as a Sunday 
School teacher and as a member of the 
choir. My husband Ben and I married 
at Tennille UMC and baptized our first 
child, Benjamin there. 

When Ben accepted a job as a physician 
in Cartersville in 1992, we moved and 
began our search for a home church.  
After an invitation to visit Sam Jones 
Memorial UMC, we realized we had 
found a home. Our next two children, 
Will and Julia, were baptized there. We 
have continued our membership there to 
this date.

I have served at Sam Jones in several 
capacities.  I have been a member of the 
SPRC. I have served as a staff member as 
director of children and adult ministries. I 
have taught Sunday School for both adults 
and middle schoolers. I have taught bible 
studies for several years. I have been a 
member of the celebration worship team 
almost since its inception at Sam Jones 
and currently serve as the worship leader 
for this service.

I love the Methodist Church but have not 
done my part for the church as a whole. 
I wish to be a part of keeping my church 
vital and thriving in today’s world.  I am 
active in Prison Ministry and realize that 
God has room for all in His church.  It is 
my desire to be sure that all persons know 
of His love for them and that they can 
find a home and a place of inclusion at 
any United Methodist Church.



Candidate 1064  Amy E. Whittall
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Address: 2005 Drummond Pond Rd., Milton, GA 30004
Mobile:  404-664-4197
Email: a_whittall@mac.com
Occupation:  Home maker
Church:  Alpharetta First UMC 
District:  Atlanta-Roswell
Gender:  Female  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Amy Whittall. I have been a 
United Methodist church member since 
about 1997. My husband and I made 
a conscious choice to join the United 
Methodist church even though neither of 
us was raised in the Methodist church. 
We found comfort in the Wesleyan 
commitment to Scripture, tradition, 
reason and Christian experience. We have 
two children. Our oldest is a currently 
a senior in high school and will attend 
college in the fall of 2019 (maybe the 
University of Georgia-go Dawgs!). Our 
youngest is a fifteen year old freshman in 
high school.

We are currently members at the 
Alpharetta First United Methodist Church 
in Alpharetta, Georgia. Our church is part 
of the Alpharetta-Roswell district in the 
North Georgia Conference.

I have decided to nominate myself as a 
lay candidate for the General Conference 
in 2020. I spoke with a church elder 
because I was not sure what to say about 
myself that could sum it up succinctly. 
To quote her -- “I love Jesus Christ and 
I want my church to reflect that love”. I 
believe that the UMC must continue to 
share the love of Christ with everyone 
that we can.

I realize the time and effort that will go 
into the next General Conference. My 
greatest desire is for all participants to 
come out of it having felt the presence 
of the Holy Spirit and the love of Jesus 
Christ. I believe that I can assist in these 
efforts while also discussing topics 
of wide opinions. I appreciate your 
consideration of my service.



65

Candidate 1065  Rick Yates

Address: 216 DeGress Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30307
Mobile:  404-502-1710
Email: ryates.atl@gmail.com
Occupation:  Management Consultant
Church:  Inman Park UMC Atlanta 
District:  Atlanta-Emory
Gender:  Male  
Ethnic Heritage:  Caucasian
Age Group:  Adult (over 40)

My name is Rick Yates. I am currently 
Lay Leader at Inman Park UMC where my 
wife, Lisa, and I have attended for seven 
years. I have been a United Methodist for 
43 years. During that time, I have served 
as Administrative Board chairperson, 
Staff-Parish Relations chairperson, 
Worship Committee chairperson, Finance 
Committee chairperson, Treasurer, youth 
counselor, Sunday school teacher, etc. I 
started my faith journey as a Methodist 
youth. I graduated from a Methodist 
college. I married the daughter of 
Methodist minister. We live out our 
faith journey in the Methodist church 
community.

This is the church that has shaped and 
molded me. I now seek the opportunity 
to shape and mold our future. To help 
move us beyond the current impasse that 
is holding us back from being all that 
we can be for the Kingdom of God. To 
work with other delegates to find the best 
possible solutions that do the greatest 
good to create an inclusive church that 
serves the oppressed, excluded and 
marginalized.

Throughout my career and church 
leadership roles, I have been a bridge 
builder and a problem solver; bringing 
diverse groups together with strongly held 
beliefs and competing interests to find 
solutions to challenging issues.

As a delegate, I will bring deep 
experience as a collaborator and problem-
solver to work with fellow delegates in 
achieving the greatest good for our church 
and the Kingdom of God.

I am a 1982 graduate of Huntingdon 
College in Montgomery, Alabama (B.A., 
Finance).  In 1987, I earned an M.B.A. 
from Samford University in Birmingham, 
Alabama. In 2009, the Huntingdon 
College Alumni Association recognized 
me as Alumni of the Year. 

I am married to Lisa Sells Yates (daughter 
of Rev. Dr. Edwin Sells). We have two 
grown children, Kathryn Yates Williams 
and Connor Alan Yates.
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