A monthly publication of
The SouthWest District of The United Methodist Church

Rev. Susan Landry
District Superintendent

November 2020
Small Church Vitality

“What is going to happen to the small church? Does the Conference care about us?” Small
churches have been on the hearts of many recently, including mine, particularly since a few of
our smallest churches have closed. Therefore, “the state of the small church” was our choice
when the Bishop invited conversations with all the DS’s and central laity, offering to speak to
what is on the minds of the people. Please take a little time to listen to this podcast with Bishop
Sue, SouthWest District Lay Leader, Debby Stikes, and myself —we have received very positive
feedback.
https://vimeo.com/471381616

LaGrange College places in top 5
Here in the SouthWest District, we celebrate LaGrange College as a treasure for shaping lives and
growing minds through higher education.
For the second year in a row, LaGrange College has been named a top-five school in annual rankings
released by U.S. News & World Report. The institution was rated at number five among 122 Regional
Colleges in the South, the only Georgia college in the category’s top 25.
LaGrange College also was named a “best value,” a label the magazine says factors a school’s academic
quality and cost after accounting for total expenses and financial aid. “The higher the quality of the
program and the lower the cost, the better the deal,” the publication said.
“We are pleased to again have the value of a LaGrange education recognized by an independent
source,” said college President Susanna Baxter. “Our goal in all things is to provide a deep, studentcentered education, one that prepares young men and women for both career and for life.”

Released on September 14, the 2021 rankings also placed the college at number 9 in its category for
best undergraduate teaching.
“Our small class sizes enable professors to build relationships with students, allowing them to become
effective mentors and encouragers,” Dr. Baxter said. “Their influence has helped LaGrange grads go on
to become physicians, pastors, White House photographers and Grammy and Emmy award winners.”
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Charge Conference Information
Charge Conferences are being held in November via Zoom in small groups of 10-15 churches.
The Zoom invitations are being emailed to pastors who are instructed to forward the
information to church leaders. We need at least 3 people from each church to participate in
the Charge Conference in order to conduct the required business. All forms need to be
completed and required paperwork submitted at least 15 days prior to each Charge
Conference. Please pay close attention to the Charge Conference Checklist regarding forms to
complete and what to turn in to the District Office. The checklist, the schedule, and additional
information can be found on the Reports Due page of the District website
(www.ngumc.org/southwest)

Healthflex Annual Enrollment is Now Open
Annual Enrollment for HealthFlex participants is open now through November 12,
2020. Make your Elections at HealthFlex/WebMD. For information regarding the
HealthFlex plans, 2021 insurance rates, and more, please visit the NGUMC Health and
Wellbeing page at https://www.ngumc.org/healthflex.

Clergy Evaluations
The DS is conducting evaluations with all clergy EXCEPT Local Pastors who report to the
DCOM. They will meet in February for their evaluations. Other clergy, please be sure
you have your appointment date on your calendar and have submitted all required
evaluation forms.

Move Input Forms Due November 15
Every appointed clergy AND SPR Committee must submit a move input form. These
forms can be downloaded from the Reports Due page of the District Website.

Love in Action-If I Can Help Somebody
Southwest District United Methodist Children’s Project

Winners will receive an Amazon Gift Card!
Attention: Calling all Southwest District United Methodist Children
Inspired by the song lyrics “If I Can Help Somebody,” which was written by Ms. Alma Irene Bazel
Androzzo Thompson and famously sung by Ms. Mahalia Jackson.
The Southwest District is asking you to create a picture illustrating how you will help your community
through one act of kindness. You can use clip art, electronic visual graphics, magazine clippings,
newspaper clippings, crayons, markers, colored pencils, colored pens, and paint. Include your vision
board on an 8.5” × 11” white paper. The page layout (or the paper orientation) can be either landscape
or portrait.
Landscape

Portrait

After you have created your Picture, you can either create a 1 to 2-minute video explanation of your
illustration or write a paragraph explanation.
In your explanation, ask the following question:
1. “If I Can Help Somebody,” what would you do to help?
Last but not least, include a cover page with the following information:
1. First and Last Name
2. Home Church Name
3. Home Church Address
The Picture will be judged on the following categories:
1. Paper Size Requirement (8.5” × 11”)
2. Cover page
3. Competition Theme (“If I Can Help Somebody”)
4. Appearance, Effort, Creativity, Originality
5. Video explanation or a one-paragraph explanation of your Picture
The deadline to submit your project will be Monday, December 1st
Please submit all entries using the following link and QR code.

https://forms.gle/FsYpPNe8A6Sp4QAu6

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call Julaunica Tigner at 706-402-7913.
(Judges are needed for this competition! See below for details:

Attention:
Calling all Southwest District United Methodist Churches for
Volunteer Judges
Inspired by the song lyrics “If I Can Help Somebody,” which was written by Ms.
Alma Irene Bazel Androzzo Thompson and famously sung by Ms. Mahalia Jackson,
the Southwest District has asked the children in our district to create a picture
illustrating how they will help their community through one act of kindness.
If you are willing to serve as a judge for this contest, please use the link or QR code
below to complete a quick contact information survey.

https://forms.gle/6MYm8EmsY79aeZLz9

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
If your church has an active young adult ministry, we would like to
know! Please send the name and contact information of your Young
Adult Coordinator (volunteer or staff) to the District Office, along with
any activities that your group is involved with.

Congratulations to the UMC Federal Credit Union for being recognized as the
Georgia Credit Union of the Year by the League of Southeastern Credit Unions.
Watch the announcement at https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=872239436854409

Learn more about the credit union at their website, www.umcfcu.com.

The North Georgia Conference will offer two upcoming Mission Insite training sessions
for local churches. MissionInsite is a demographics program that provides churches
with instant access to community information. The sessions will be held via Zoom.

November 17, 2-4pm
December 15, 10-noon
Register at https://www.ngumc.org/MissionInsiteDemographics

Tech Grants Available to Churches
Having now had months of experience experimenting, researching, and prototyping digital expressions of
ministry, you may recognize a need that could be filled with a North Georgia Conference tech grant. If you
are interested in applying for Technology Grant 2.0 of up to $2500, please read the following information and
visit the website for details and application form. Deadline to submit applications is November 15.
WHO CAN APPLY


Any North Georgia United Methodist Church who did not receive a similar grant in Spring 2020

Other qualifications:



Churches who have demonstrated a good faith effort in paying 2020 apportionments
Churches pastored by full-time or part-time ordained clergy, commissioned clergy, or licensed local
pastors. Please note, licensed local pastors must be current on their Course of Study requirements. This
information can be confirmed with the District Office or the Conference’s Center for Clergy Excellence.

More Information available at: https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/tech-grants-to-funddigital-ministry-for-local-congregations-14344734

ADVENT RESOURCES FROM THE
CONFERENCE
This Advent will be different than any in our lifetime as communities anticipate Christmas amid a
pandemic. The invitation to hope, peace, love, joy, and light are as important as ever. Visit this link to
see 7 resources to help with Advent planning: https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/resources-foradvent-2020-14342299

Social media continues to be a vital ministry tool. The latest Local Church
Learning Session explores new features of various social media platforms and
their benefits. You’ll learn the basics of the features and then discover ideas for
using them to boost online engagement. (This is a brief, but informational video!)
Additional information and resources are available at www.resourceumc.org/lcs.

Begin learning

Clergy can participate in a variety of CEU opportunities through
ClergyEducation.com.
Upcoming Workshop leaders include: Quincy Brown, Kay Kotan, Olu Brown and
more!

SUBSPLASH
A Partner with the General Council of Finance & Administration (GCFA) of
The United Methodist Church
Digital discipleship and community engagement that includes custom mobile
apps, fully integrated websites, online and in-app giving, live streaming, and
media hosting and streaming with special pricing and discounts to equip every
church.
 Digital Giving
 Mobile Apps
 Media: Live Streaming and On-Demand
 Websites
 Events, In-App Group Messaging, Push Notifications, Web Embeds
 And more!
Subsplash is a leader in mobile technology and digital engagement tools, helping
thousands of churches, ministries, and congregations around the world expand their
reach and engage their communities through world-class technology.
With the power of the Ultimate Engagement Platform™ you can create your own
custom mobile app and website, present your media with the best-in-class media
delivery system, live stream your services and events, and fuel your mission with
Subsplash Giving.
Our mission is to glorify God and proclaim Jesus is Lord by building a great company
that drives for humility, innovation, and excellence to delight millions of people on
Subsplash platforms.

Learn more at www.subsplash.com

More FREE Advent Resources are available from Rev. Olu Brown at:
www.hopeadventjourney.com

SouthWest District Office Contact Information:
Physical Location: 430 W. Poplar Street, Griffin, GA
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 13, Griffin, GA 30224
Phone Number: 770-227-1074
Email: southwest@ngumc.net
Denise is in the office on Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00-4:30, but is
working from home on Monday and Wednesday (8:30-4:30) and
Friday (8:30-12:30). At home, she still receives office phone calls
and emails.

District Calendar
November 2 – Connection Group #3 Zoom with DS, 11:00am
November 2 – Superintendency Committee meeting, Zoom, 6:00pm
November 3 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, District Office, 10:00-12 noon
November 4 - Clergy Evaluations with DS, LaGrange First UMC, 9:00-3:30
November 8 – Charge Conference, Group 1, 3:00
November 8 – Charge Conference, Group 4, 4:30
November 10-12 – Cabinet Meeting
November 12 - Clergy Evaluations with DS, Barnesville UMC, 10-11:30
November 12 - Clergy Evaluations with DS, District Office, 2:00-3:30
November 15 – Move Input Forms due from all pastors and SPRCs
November 15 – Charge Conference, Group 7, 3:00
November 15 – Charge Conference, Group 9, 4:30
November 16 – Charge Conference, Group 5, 5:30
November 16 – Charge Conference, Group 9, 7:00
November 30 – Charge Conference, Group 8, 5:30
November 30 – Charge Conference, Group 10, 7:00

Happy Birthday to the following appointed ministers in the SouthWest
District celebrating birthdays in November:
1 - John Roberts
3 - Lisa Dempsey
4 – Vince Eller
9 - Ron Hill
10 – Dan Dixon
14 – Tommy Holder

15 – Jenny Anderson
17 – Julian Warner
18 – Palmer Boykin
19 – Teresa Angle-Young
20 – Lonnie Thornton
22 – Sharon Cooper

25 – Kerry Wright
BJ Bowers
26 – Sean Robinson
27 – Tim Dees
29 – Chad Hill

You are invited to join the Southwest District
Facebook page – “Southwest District NGUMC”
We also have a District Children’s Ministry page –
https://www.facebook.com/SWNGUMCChildren

