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Appreciation Month 

Did you know that appreciating and recognizing others boosts performance dramatically?  That is 

according to this November, 2020 business article, 

https://www.leadergov.com/blog/how%20appreciation%20affects%20performance , which you can 

read for yourself.  

I highlight this reality now since October is Pastor Appreciation 

month. Sometimes I hear and see evidence that pastors receive 

great uplift from their church’s appreciation. More often, I hear 

that they were not acknowledged during this month. I’m sure that 

truth saddens you as it does me! This year, I invite you to consider 

acknowledging your pastors, both who they are and what they do. 

Many of our pastors stretched to respond to the needs of others 

during Covid, but have privately become deeply discouraged and 

exhausted.  

At the end of September, our Bishop wrote an article about this 

and provided both perspective and great suggestions for how to 

care for pastors.  In case this is new for your congregation, see this helpful resource: 

https://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/4775.pdf 

Whatever you do, I invite you to pray for your pastor and family, show the love that you probably feel 

but get too busy to speak, and let’s be the caring and supportive body of Christ we were all made to be. I 

believe in you, and I appreciate our pastors greatly. 

In Care and Hope, 

Susan 

 

 

https://www.leadergov.com/blog/how%20appreciation%20affects%20performance
https://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/4775.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSA Updates: Stay Informed Through Expanded Q&A 

  

 

As you may know, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 

is currently going through a bankruptcy process. 

Representatives of The United Methodist Church 

and the North Georgia Conference are monitoring 

the proceedings closely. There has not been a final 

decision or ruling made in the matter. 

 

Our Conference United Methodist Committee on Scouting has worked to develop a helpful 

and thorough Q&A. New questions have been added just this week. Find this and more at 

ngumc.org/bsa-updates.  

 

BSA UPDATES  

 

 

Charge Conferences are being conducted on Sunday afternoons, 
October 17, 24 and November 7, via Zoom 

 
Required paperwork must be submitted 2 weeks prior to the conference.  See the Charge 

Conference Checklist for reports to be submitted in Data Services and reports to be 
submitted directly to the District Office.  Those can be scanned and emailed 

(southwest@ngumc.net) or faxed (770-467-0010). 
 

Check out the Reports Due page of the District website for details including the CC Schedule, 
Checklist and Instructions. (https://www.ngumc.org/southwestreportsdue)  

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=675e013b1b&e=8bc269b7b2
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=2ddd9fad50&e=8bc269b7b2
mailto:southwest@ngumc.net
https://www.ngumc.org/southwestreportsdue


Bishop's Day Apart with Clergy 

October 14 

All clergy are invited to a Clergy Day Apart with Bishop Sue on October 14 from 10 a.m. to noon 

at the Park on Polk on Marietta First UMC's campus. Check your ngumc.net email for details. 

Pre-Registration is required. 

 

 

Wespath Support for Clergy Mental Health 

   

Wespath has heard the concerns of clergy 

and is working hard to offer support and 

assistance. Based on the results of the 2021 

Clergy Well-Being Survey, Wespath is 

planning several action items, including 

listening sessions to gather more detail 

about what impacts clergy well-being, and enhancing our programs, services, and 

educational offerings.  

 

One early step for HealthFlex participants is expanding the one-on-one counseling 

opportunities and mental health support. Everyone has different preferences when it 

comes to getting support and Wespath wants to offer support that works for you. Wespath 

is now offering Talkspace, a website and app that allows you to reach out to a licensed 

therapist 24/7. With Talkspace, you can text or video chat with a therapist on your 

schedule. 

 

Participants can use their eight free Employee Assistance Program (EAP) sessions to 

access Talkspace. To get started, contact the EAP at 1-866-881-6800 to receive an 

authorization code. Then visit talkspace.com/connect and register under the Employee 

Assistance Program. In the organization name field, enter Wespath. 

 

READ ON  

 

 

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=11037d4284&e=8bc269b7b2
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=d5958b61d5&e=8bc269b7b2


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ministry Partner Program of the General Council on Finance and Administration was created with 

the vision of providing connection within the denomination. GCFA seeks to build relationships with 

vendors and businesses outside of the connection in an effort to provide vetted and approved services 

to our annual conferences and churches. Our collective group of partners serve all the areas of the 

United Methodist Connection as we all work together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

What we accomplish with our Ministry Partners 
 Provides the United Methodist Churches, Agencies, Annual Conferences, Camps, Retreat Centers, 

etc. cost saving solutions and products 
 Through cost-saving solutions, the UMC can focus those savings on their ministries 
 Provides vetted and credible businesses for our audience 
 Helps our connection solve problems as they manage their churches, programs, and ministries. 
 Creates a connection within the denomination and gives our partners access to our audience 
 

Some of the Ministry Partners include Staples, Home Depot, Ace Hardware, Educational Opportunities, 

Park N Fly, and many, many more.  For more information on discounts available to churches through this 

program, visit the website at:  https://www.gcfa.org/partners/  

 

 

 

Missed Recent Training Opportunities from the Conference? 
 

View the SPRC Training and download the manual here: 
https://www.ngumc.org/sprc 

 
Interested in more information about Mission Insite? Check out this page that 

will provide helpful information about how to use Mission Insite: 
https://www.ngumc.org/missioninsitedemographics 

 

 

GCFA 

Ministry Partners 

https://www.gcfa.org/partners/
https://www.ngumc.org/sprc
https://www.ngumc.org/missioninsitedemographics


 

Young Clergy Event 
     Are you a UM deacon or elder under 40? Church of the Resurrection is hosting an event in October 

for young clergy who plan to remain UMC after the next General Conference and who want to play a 

role in shaping the future of the UMC.   

     More than 80 young clergy have already signed up. The event will be led by an amazing team of 

young clergy from across the US.  The young clergy will meet Sunday night, October 24 at 7 p.m. at 

Resurrection (this event is only in person) and will conclude at 1:30 on Monday the 25th.  Our hope is 

that most will then join a gathering of large church pastors and their teams meeting from 2 p.m. on 

Monday the 25th through 3 p.m. on Tuesday the 26th.  

     The Large Church and Young Clergy combined gathering will include a series of six conversations 

focused on the future of the UMC post General Conference. We'll discuss what we value in the UMC 

that should not change, what might need to change for the church to have a dynamic future, and how 

together we can positively impact the future of the UMC.  Many of the pastors and teams from the 

largest UMC's have already registered. The large church/young clergy combined event ends on Tuesday 

the 26th at 3 p.m.   

     In order to best foster dialogue and relationship building these conversation will only be in person 

events and not online (masks will be required when inside and not eating).   

     The gatherings are aimed at those who plan to remain in the UMC post GC and those who are may be 

uncertain, but hope to remain UMC. We hope to see similar gatherings for small and mid-sized churches 

after the first of the year.  

     Don't miss this important conversation!  

 

Registration: 
https://sharechurch.com/large-church-young-clergy-

2/?fbclid=IwAR3CrmQhck1hStlwOCdyBAVdglQjC0Nb838JLhH-QAjdr2FbY14wWxPrwJU 

 

NGUMC Benefits Academy 

October 26 - 27 

Clergy, Clergy Spouses, Lay employees enrolled in HealthFlex, and Church Finance 

Administrators/  Treasurers, join us for the 2021 NGUMC Benefits Academy. Attendees will 

learn from your Conference Benefits Officer, Wespath, and UMC Discipleship Director of 

Stewardship & Generosity Ken Sloane. Register for one or both days. 

LEARN MORE 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day 

November 4 

In the midst of a rapidly changing ministry landscape, Fresh Expressions invites you to join us 

for a day of envisioning the unique ways the Holy Spirit might be inviting you to step deeper into 

mission. Join us November 4, 9 am to 4 pm at Harvest Point UMC.  

LEARN MORE 

https://sharechurch.com/large-church-young-clergy-2/?fbclid=IwAR3CrmQhck1hStlwOCdyBAVdglQjC0Nb838JLhH-QAjdr2FbY14wWxPrwJU
https://sharechurch.com/large-church-young-clergy-2/?fbclid=IwAR3CrmQhck1hStlwOCdyBAVdglQjC0Nb838JLhH-QAjdr2FbY14wWxPrwJU
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=a4526ea052&e=8bc269b7b2
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=54c1b57180&e=8bc269b7b2


 

Upcoming Course Topics: 

“Leading Your Church Through Advent” – Kay Kotan 

“Understanding the Simplified, Accountable Structure” – Kay Kotan and Blake Bradford 

“Preaching During Advent” – Olu Brown 

“Planning Activities for Advent & Christmas” – Anne Bosarge 

 

 

 

October 5 – Clergy Evaluations, District Office, 10-3:30 
October 6 – Bishop in the District, Fayetteville First 
October 7 – Clergy Evaluations, District Office, 9:30-3:00 
October 11-12 – Cabinet Meeting 
October 14 – Bishop’s Day Apart, Marietta First UMC, 9:30-1:00 
October 17 – Charge Conferences, via Zoom, 3:00 and 4:30 
October 18 – Clergy Evaluations, Newnan First UMC, 10-2:30 
October 20 – DS In Fayetteville area (pastors, call the district office to schedule an  
   appointment) 
October 24 – Charge Conferences, via Zoom, 3:00 and 4:30 
October 25 – Lay Servant Ministries Committee meets, 5:30 
October 28 – Clergy Evaluations, LaGrange First UMC, 10:30-3:30 
November 2 – Superintendency Committee meeting via Zoom, 5:00 
November 7 – Charge Conferences, via Zoom, 3:00 and 4:30 

GUMF Faith & Money October 2021 eNewsletter: 

View GUMF Wespath Investment Forum Video 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!   

 

Teaching Children to Tithe 

August 2021 Investment Fund Performance Now Available 

 

https://vimeo.com/613550736
https://www.gumf.org/october-is-clergy-appreciation-month
https://www.gumf.org/teaching-children-to-tithe
https://www.gumf.org/investments/investment-funds/


 

Happy Birthday to the following appointed clergy in the district 
who are celebrating birthdays in October: 
 
9  -  Susan Landry  17 – Dale Giefing 
12 – Renee Clark  21 – Stanley Harrell 
         Hyeong Lee  25 – Irma Lewis 
14 – Wayne Hester  27 – Rex Smith 
15 – Sid Chapman  28 – Chuck Stutsman 
16 – Carl Von Epps  31 – Marlon Simpson 


