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New Start

It's official: we are now the new SouthWest District 8. Your vote at Annual Conference made it
so, and I am glad we will be working together to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world!
More and more I am aware of the ways that we have missed the mark on that goal of making
disciples due to our racial division. If you are like me, you are looking for ways to make a
difference in healing the racial strife and injustice in our country. Those of us in the Caucasian
category often struggle with how we can make a difference. That's why I appreciate the
opportunity below, given by the General Commission on Religion and Race, to have a daily path
for my own growth, as well as for furthering the movement for racial justice. I hope you will join
me.
Your partner in growth,
Susan

Campus minister Morgan Stafford has committed himself to live an anti-racist faith and life. “As
a white man, I have learned that I’ve benefitted from racism, while people of color have been
harmed. I believe that white Christians must take the lead to confront and dismantle racism. It’s
our job.”
To focus and make tangible his beliefs, Morgan spent the month of June doing at least one

thing every day to listen to, learn from, do, and become more anti-racist, reporting his progress
via social media. We at GCORR liked the idea and reached out to Morgan to share his story,
what he accomplished, and how it’s changed and enhanced his spiritual growth and his work
with young people.
As a result, GCORR invites white allies (and others) to spend the month of September doing
#30DaysAntiRacism.
We invite you to post photos of your activities using #30DaysAntiRacism and encourage your
friends, members of your congregation, Sunday school class, pastors, and community partners
to join this 30 day.

The new SouthWest District consists of all churches from the former LaGrange District plus the
churches in the former Griffin District, minus the churches in Henry and Clayton Counties.
Below is the contact information for the new district.
District Office Location:

430 W. Poplar St., Griffin, GA 30224 – former Griffin District Office

District Office Mailing Address:
Telephone Numbers:

Email Address :

P. O. Box 13, Griffin, GA 30224

770-227-1074 office phone
770-467-0010 office fax machine
District8SW@ngumc.net

District Office Hours:

Tuesday & Thursday, 9am – 4:30pm

Denise Wilson, District Administrative Assistant, will continue to be in
the office during the hours stated above, and will be in LaGrange,
working from home on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Both she and
Susan are available to meet at locations throughout the district as
needed. All current phone numbers and email addresses will be closely
monitored during this transition time so that we may be available to
talk with you and assist you as always. Please take note of the above contact information and
begin to make these transitions with us.
ATTENTION PASTORS:
District Set Up Meeting
In an effort to keep everyone as safe as possible, there will not be an in-person Set Up meeting this year.
Two dates have been set aside for Zoom meetings for all appointed pastors – Sunday, September 20 at
3:00pm OR Thursday, September 24 at 10:00am. Clergy should notify Denise which date they prefer so
she can send links to the meeting. Handouts will be sent electronically prior to the meeting. It is
important that all appointed clergy attend one of these meetings. The DS will be discussing Charge
Conference, clergy evaluations, and more.

CHARGE CONFERENCE INFORMATION
The District Office is currently working on details for the 2020 Charge Conferences. Unfortunately, it
looks like we will not be able to do the large group conferences that we had hoped. Specific information
and instructions will be given to pastors at the upcoming Set Up meetings in September and, following
those meetings, information will be posted on the district website. Charge Conferences will be held
sometime in November. You can begin looking at the various reports on Data Services that will need to
be submitted prior to the Conferences.

We join together in prayer for all who have been affected by Hurricane Laura. Early reports indicate
significant damage, power outages, and flooding. North Georgia Conference leaders have already been
in communication with the Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church. UMCOR (United
Methodist Committee on Relief) has readied its response in coordination with local Disaster Response
coordinators.
There are three ways we in North Georgia can help:
1. Pray - Be in prayer for all in the path of the storm
2. Give - Give through your local church to UMCOR (mark your gift for US Disaster Response) or
through the UMCOR Website.
3. Wait - Do not self-deploy. Trained Early Response Teams stand ready to serve, but any mission
team should only respond at the direct invitation of the Louisiana Conference.
While there is a long road to recovery ahead, the Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church
ended its morning storm update with good news: "The most important update - the sun rose this
morning and God is with us."

Did you know that your Conference/District has a Credit Union? The United Methodist Connectional
Federal Credit Union has been serving members since 1960 and is still going strong! We provided
$2,795,900.00 in Payment Protection loans to UM Churches/Organizations to help secure employment
during the COVID19 Pandemic. SAVE MONEY with our low interest loans on our Car Inventory, Credit
Cards, Mortgages, and other Loans. We also offer Free Financial Counseling.
Contact us today to take full advantage of membership. The UMC FCU is there for you.
www.umcfcu.com
770-565-3794 or 800-282-9368

SouthWest District Conference Vote by Email
Because we were unable to have our District Pre-Conference Briefings in June as we normally would
have done, there is some district business that needs to now be approved by email. 2020 Annual
Conference Delegates from the new SouthWest District should be on the lookout for information being
emailed out on Monday, August 31, which will include the Proposed Slate of Officers for 2020-21 and the
2021 Proposed District Work Fund Budget. Voting delegates will have until September 7 to review the
information and ask questions. On September 8 a voting link will be emailed to all delegates, who will
then have until September 10 to cast your vote to approve these 2 items.

SouthWest District Committee on Ordained Ministry Upcoming Events:
September 15, 2-4pm, Conference DCOM Training @ Griffin First UMC
September 15, 4-7pm, Meeting with local pastors from the former Griffin District @ Griffin First UMC;
schedules have been sent to local pastors who are involved
October 1, 3-7pm, Meeting with Provisional Candidates @ Peachtree City UMC, schedules have been
sent to all candidates

Stay informed with UMM activities and information:
Website: http://ngcumm.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ummennga/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UMMenNGa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/UMMenNGa
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ummennga/
Mailchimp: https://ngcumm.us4.listmanage.com/subscribe?u=41eb9ebf9fc89ce1fa5ac7954&id=f988ea6b96
Charter Application/Re-certification Form http://www.gcumm.org/chartering
New Districts are having virtual meetings to elect new UMM Officers. Men in the SouthWest District are
encouraged to register and participate in this meeting on October 3. Nominations can be sent
to ummen@ngcumm.org

District 8 | South West: Butts, Coweta, Fayette, Harris, Heard, Jasper, Lamar, Meriwether,
Monroe, Pike, Spalding, Troup, and Upson Counties; October 3, 2020 @ 11:00 am Registration
link

Registration link

New Children's Ministry Institute Cohort Forming Now
Many of the ways we have done ministry have been significantly altered and changed by the
global pandemic. Traditional children's ministry programming has been moved aside for
creative, new ways to teach and tell our faith stories. None of us is equipped for where we have
found ourselves. The NGUMC Children's Ministry Institute is more important than ever in
providing a learning community for children's ministry professionals. You are invited to join
Cohort IV as we learn and grow in new ways. To learn more, visit: https://www.ngumc.org/CMI

LEARN MORE

Happy Birthday to the following pastors in the SouthWest District who
are celebrating birthdays in September:
6 Griff Jones
8 Lesley Langford
10 Sherry Beasley

18 Jack Couch
18 Terri Lemons
21 Alex McGinnis

24 Thomas Martin
29 Katie Mattox
30 James Woods

