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“Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of heaven belongs.” Matthew 19:14 

 

September has long been special to those of us who love children—not just because of “Back to 

School” or the Labor Day Holiday—but because we actually loved giving to the United 

Methodist Children’s Home! WHY did we love it? Because we knew that it made a real 

difference to children who may have lost everything. We knew that because we gave, these kids 

could have a home again, could feel safe again and experience the love of God. We felt our 

hands connect to Jesus’ hands and to the children’s little hands. 

 

Every church which I have served held this offering, and while the name has changed to 

Wellroot, it has precisely the same goal of aiding children for the sake of love and life in Christ. 

Wellroot is one of our most critical ministries that connects us to the real and palpable needs of 

children in crisis. 

 

I pray that this year, you are excited to participate in the “Amazing Grace Offering” on 

September 19 (or on your church’s chosen day). Won’t you join the throng who love giving on 

this special day, for the sake of these precious little ones? For more specific information on 

Wellroot, go to Wellroot.org and see for yourself the many aspects of help given. Inspiration! 

 

Giving with you, 

 

Susan 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Servant Ministries 

All current and future Lay Servant course registrations will be completed 
through the Conference website.  The SouthWest District is offering several  
classes this fall.  You can find all the details and registration information at 
the following link:  https://www.ngumc.org/courseschedules.  Please note 
that the 2 September courses, Leading Worship and Spiritual Gifts, are 
being transitioned to Zoom classes.  We are hopeful that the October classes will be able to be held in 
person, but please check the district website for updated information. 

Current Lay Servants and Certified Lay Speakers are reminded to complete an Annual Report form online 
through Data Services prior to your Charge Conference.  You must have Charge Conference approval and 
a completed and signed report in order to be renewed for 2022.  If you have questions, please reach out 
to District Lay Servant Ministries Director, Jeanie Enyart at jeanieenyart@gmail.com or 470-217-2173. 

Charge Conference Information 
Charge Conferences are being conducted via Zoom this year in 6 groups on 3 Sundays, October 17, 24, 
and November 7.  The schedule, as well as the Charge Conference Checklist and Charge Conference 
Instructions, can be found on the Reports Due page of the District website, www.ngumc.org/southwest.  
PLEASE NOTE that the Charge Conference workshop originally scheduled for September 2 has been 
postponed to Thursday, September 9 at 6:00.  You may participate in person at the District Office (430 
W. Poplar St., Griffin) or via Zoom.  Please call or email the district office to make a reservation. At the 
workshop, Denise Wilson will go over the Charge Conference format, discuss items that must be 
submitted to the District Office 2 weeks prior to your conference, and will review all the forms in Data 
Services that must be completed. 

 

 
 

 

ATTENTION CLERGY AND SPR COMMITTEES 
There will be a Conference SPR Training via Zoom on  

Sunday, September 19 at 3:00pm. Following the training, participants will break out 
into district groups for Q&A.  Zoom links are being emailed to pastors and SPR Chairs (if we 

have your email address).   
 

All Clergy, EXCEPT PART TIME LOCAL PASTORS, must submit Ministry Review forms through 
Data Services by September 28.  There are 2 parts to the review – one form for the clergy to 

complete and one form for the SPRC to complete.  All forms are available through Data 
Services. Instructions on completing online reports are available on the Reports Due page of 

the District website. 
(Ministry Review forms for part time local pastors will be due February 28, 2022) 

https://www.ngumc.org/courseschedules
mailto:jeanieenyart@gmail.com
http://www.ngumc.org/southwest


Covid Update from the Bishop and Cabinet: 
 
"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is well with your 
soul." -3 John 1:2 

 

We, your bishop and cabinet, continue to give thanks for the ways you are caring 

for your community in the difficult and ever-changing circumstances of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

We grieve the toll COVID-19 is taking on our communities. As we have shared 

for many months, we encourage you to continually review your plans for worship 

and discipleship and be open to adapting to current realities. 

 

Last month the CDC updated its guidance to encourage mask-wearing indoors in public in areas of substantial 

or high transmission. Today every county in our Conference is in that category (https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-

data-tracker/#county-view) 

 

Please factor this guidance into your ongoing leadership conversations and decisions. We urge churches to 

return to mask-wearing in indoor settings. 

 

We give thanks for the many congregations offering vaccine clinics. According to the CDC, vaccination is the 

leading public health prevention strategy to end the COVID-19 pandemic. We thank you for your outreach to 

those with food insecurities, the care you are showing healthcare workers, and the ways you are supporting 

schools, to name just a few of the ministries making a difference in our Conference. 

 

May these acts of care for our community be a witness to Christ's love. 

 

Find helpful, current guidance at: 

 Vaccine information: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 Guidance for those who are fully-vaccinated: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-

vaccinated.html 

 Find county-level risk assessment: https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ 

 CDC Data Tracker: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view 

— Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson and the Conference Cabinet 

8/26/21 

 

2021 Benefits Academy: October 26-27 
This program is for all clergy, lay employees enrolled in HealthFlex, and Church Finance Administrator or 
Treasurers. Sign up here for one day or both, but you do not want to miss this valuable content 
October 26, 9am-1pm 
    Clergy Taxes – Ken Sloane and Don Joiner, UMC Discipleship 
    Health and Well-being Benefits – Amy King, Conference Benefits Officer 
October 27, 9am-1pm 
     Pension and Retirement Benefits – Wespath Education Team 
 
New this year:  If you sign up by October 8, Wespath will send you a retirement projection and other 
handouts related to retirement that they will review during the webinar AND HealthFlex participants will 
receive 100 Virgin Pulse Points per day for your attendance, which will be measured using polls during 
the webinar. 
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All eyes were on the Gulf as the powerful Category 4 Hurricane Ida made landfall Sunday. Our best response 
today is to pray, wait, actively communicate, and prepare. We'll have more news later from this developing 
situation as we coordinate with UMCOR & partners in the affected areas to add action to our prayers. 
 
As always, don’t self deploy to a disaster area. Our agreement with our 
UMC conferences & UMCOR is to wait until we are invited as the locals 
coordinate their disaster response. Louisiana and Mississippi Conferences 
& UMCOR know we are available when needed. They’ll communicate with 
us when ready for trained ERT (which is generally weeks later as they'll 
first use in-conference ERT, then neighboring states ERT, and later extend 
the request to those of us further away). 
 
We can put funding & cleaning buckets to immediate use at this time! 
 
Contact Stephen Redmond by email at redmond09@aol.comto coordinate cleaning bucket delivery at our 
conference warehouse. Be sure to follow the directions and ensure every bucket has the correct items. The 
full list and assembly video are at https://umcmission.org/umcor-cleaning-kit/ 
 
Your financial gift to UMCOR is especially appreciated as our giving is flexible in application & offers high 
impact. Find an online giving option to UMCOR US Disaster Response at https://advance.umcmission.org/p-
620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx?gclid=CjwKCAjw4KyJBhAbEiwAaAQbEwI91Mh-
YhyKHHr3o6HrwFFVA2KMv85BDIR9Rh-sGanfwoHWeDGyyhoC9dsQAvD_BwE or through your church 
designate for Advance #901670 or NGUMC Advance #4040. 
 
To join a beginner's or renewal class for Early Response Team training please 
check https://www.ngumc.org/disasterresponseministry . Or contact Thom Shores by email 
at teachnpreach@hotmail.com to host a class for your church & district as we work together in the UMCOR 
network. 
 
We'll share more news in the days ahead as we have updates. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Scott Parrish 
Conference Disaster Response Coordinator 
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September 6 – District Office closed for Labor Day Holiday 
September 7 – District Board of Laity/Leadership Team meeting, Zoom, 5:00pm 
September 9 – Charge Conference Workshop, District Office & Zoom, 6pm, make reservations through   
  District Office 
September 13 – Paperwork for Provisional Candidates due to District Office 
September 21-26 – District Office closed for Vacation 
September 28 – Ministry Review forms (clergy evaluations) due online through Data Services for all 
clergy EXCEPT Part Time Local Pastors 
September 28 – DCOM meets with Provisional Candidates, Griffin First UMC, 3:15 – 7:30 
September 29 – DS in Pike/Upson County area to meet pastors, Contact Denise for an appointment 
September 30 – District Strategic Planning & Church Development Committee meets via Zoom, 5:00 
 
 

 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers in the district celebrating birthday 
 in September: 
 
6  -  Griff Jones    21 – Alex McGinnis 
8  -  Lesley Langford   24 – Thomas Martin 
9  -  Bob Wooten   29 – Katie Mattox 
10 – Sherry Beasley   30 – James Woods 
18 – Terri Lemons 


