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Change and Connection—Celebrating 21 years! 
 
I talk often about the connection we enjoy in the United Methodist Church; We are stronger 
together. This newsletter is full of ways that we are connecting to one another, challenging 
ourselves to grow in our ministries, and becoming stronger together. 
 
I am excited to announce another level of connection within our Annual Conference:  
On August 1, 2019, Denise Wilson will be the new Office Manager/Trainer of the Griffin AND 
LaGrange Districts. Congratulations, Denise! 
 
Here in the LaGrange District, we are aware of the competency of Denise Wilson. We 
appreciate her efficiency, her dedication and her commitment and leadership for the last 21 
years! And now, we know that the Griffin District will receive a great gift as Denise lends her aid 
there, as well. Today, we celebrate that Denise is being afforded this opportunity to stretch and 
share her gifts with others through administrative tasks, managing, coaching and training, not 
only here, but across district lines. 
 
As a part of this new collaboration, Denise will be available to both districts by phone each day, 
though the office hours are changed. Please make note of the following office hours: 
 

LaGrange office: 8:30-4:30 Monday and Wednesday, and Friday 8:30-12:30 
Griffin office: 9-4 Tuesday and Thursday 

 
Denise, we are proud of you and appreciate your 21 years of service and your ministry for the 
cause of Jesus the Christ, as revealed in the LaGrange District of the North Georgia Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. I praise God for changes that deepen our connection! 
 
Your partner in the connection, 
 
Susan 

 
Remember the District Pastors (and families) Set-Up meeting: 

August 18 at 3:00pm 
Newnan First Annex Building 



The District Set-Up meeting will be held on Sunday, August 18 
at 3:00pm at Newnan First UMC, Annex Building, for all appointed pastors.  

(Retired pastors are also invited to attend.) 
 

At this meeting, we will distribute the district calendar, district directory, 
apportionment notices, charge conference information, clergy evaluation 

information and much more! 
 

The meeting will begin with dessert and coffee/tea and fellowship, followed by 
the clergy meeting and a meeting of the Clergy Spouses. RSVP to the district office 

by August 9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT MISSION TRIP 
The LaGrange District is sending a mission team to El Salvador January 18-25, 

2020.  If you have interest in participating in this trip, please contact the 
District Office or Rev. Tommy Holder (tom.holder@ngumc.net).  A $100 

deposit (payable to the district office) will reserve your spot on the team. Total 
cost will be approximately $1500 and will cover all transportation, 

accommodations and food. 
 

Upcoming District Committee Meetings: 

Monday, August 5, 5:30pm – Superintendency Committee, District Parsonage 

Monday, August 5, 6:30 – District Trustees, District Parsonage 

 

Monday, August 12, 6:30 – District Church Development Committee, District Office 

Sunday, August 18, 5:00pm – District Committee on Ordained Ministry, Newnan First, 

Annex Building Conference Room 

Wednesday, September 11, 10:00am – District Strategic Growth Committee, Peachtree 

City UMC 

Monday, September 16, 6:30pm – District Board of Laity, District Office 

Monday, September 23, TBA – District Committee on Ordained Ministry meets with 

Provisional Candidates, West Point UMC 

 

 

mailto:tom.holder@ngumc.net


The recent LaGrange District Innovation Workshop was a day of laughter, challenge, and creating 

pitches. Three skillful guides discussed how to create new ideas by building diverse teams, creating 

places for open conversation, sharing ideas, allowing for time to think, and execution. We heard stories 

of success in creating new ideas and new products, and we heard stories of rethinking and reorganizing 

plans. But the day ended with practicing a pitch to share your church's new innovate ideas.  

Hopewell’s new innovate idea began with the church council giving one of our members permission 

to begin talking with church partners in our community about a food forest. The pitch we worked on at 

the Innovation Workshop was the pitch to the entire congregation. Partnerships have formed with the 

community, but now we need to grow the partnership within the congregation. This workshop was time 

well spent for the Hopewell team. We were able to take what was being thought and shared by the 

discussion guides and finish the day with a better outline of moving forward with our Forest of Hope. 

-Rev. Jenny Anderson, Lead Pastor at Hopewell UMC in Tyrone and District Strategic Growth Team 

Member 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Church Development Committee 
 

Any church that desires to build a new building, buy or sell property, or 
begin a major renovation project must first obtain the approval of the 

District Church Development Committee.  That committee is scheduled 
to meet next on Monday, August 12.  If your church needs to appear 

before the committee, you must notify the District Office by August 5. 



 
 

You're Invited to Learn More About ACE2  

Clergy are invited to attend an informational meeting to learn more about the Academy 

of Clergy Excellence! 

 August 12 - Trinity at the Well in Cartersville 

 August 13 - Gainesville First UMC 

 August 14 - Madison First UMC 

 August 15 - Jonesboro First UMC 

Each session will be from noon to 3 pm. $10 fee includes lunch. Register at 
https://www.ngumc.org/ACE 
 
What is the Academy of Clergy Excellence?  
ACE2  is a two-year self-selected peer group for clergy to bond together, learn together and 
dream together. Over a two year period each ACE2  group will rally around agreed-upon 
learning objectives and design a custom continuing education plan. This alternative approach to 
continuing education encourages clergy to work collaboratively by sharing best practices, while 
gaining new tools and exploring adaptive adventures for making new disciples. ACE2  funds are 
limited to custom learning experiences designed by peer groups. Prepackaged continuing 
education events are discouraged. 
 
Who’s eligible to participate?  
ACE2  is sponsored by the North Georgia Conference. Participants must be full-time full 
connection elders, deacons or full-time local pastors who have completed Course of Study, as 
well as, extension ministers in the listed categories. Provisional members and clergy enrolled in 
degree programs are not eligible. 
 
How does the funding work?  
Individual participants will pay a $500 participant fee per year. Approved groups will receive an 
allocated budget for their custom continuing education plan. Funding will vary between $1,000-
$2,500 per group member per year. These funds will be accessed through a reimbursement 
process. 
 
Application process  
1. Learn more about ACE2  at one of the informational sessions scheduled August 12-15. 
2. Identify a group of 6-8 clergy to learn and grow with over a two-year period. 

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=e65f0d77e3&e=9c8281f401


3. Develop a general idea of what you would like to learn in your time together. 
4. Submit your individual and group applications by September 20, 2019. 
5. Approved applicants will be notified by October 4, 2019. 
6. Approved groups will participate in an orientation retreat November 4-6 at Callaway Gardens. 
Attendance at the orientation retreat is mandatory for all ACE2  participants. 
7. Groups will submit their continuing education plan in January 2020, when funding begins. 
 
To apply or find out more about ACE2  visit www.ngumc.com/ace or contact Rev. Leigh Martin, 
Conference ACE2  Coordinator at  
leigh.martin@ngumc.org or 678-360-8935. 
 

 

 

The North Georgia Conference plans and leads retreats for teenagers 
throughout the year. The remarkable thing about these retreats is that they 
are an excellent opportunity for you, the leaders of your ministry, to focus 
on the relationships with your youth and leave the setup, administration, the 
planning - the basic "mechanics" of the retreat - to us. We use excellent 
speakers and leaders and have experience in planning and carrying out 
spiritually focused retreats. Each retreat has a special focus or theme and 
is planned with the priority of providing an environment for spiritual growth 
and a "working of the soil" in which the seeds of faith have been planted. 

Take a look at the list of retreats and start making plans today for you and 
your youth to join us: 

Confirmation Fall Retreat - (September 27 - 29, 2019) - focuses on building unity in your 
confirmation class and helping your confirmation students recognize how God has already been 
involved in their lives - even before they knew it. We help youth share their faith story and introduce 
them to the concept of prevenient grace. 

Rooted Retreat - (October 4-6 or 11-13, 2019) - a retreat focusing on the things that help our faith 
grow deep. Different than the Spiritual Life Retreat in the Spring, this one helps youth groups look 
even more at how they can be an integral part of nurturing the seeds of faith that are planted in the 
lives of teenagers. 

Confirmation Spring Retreat - (March 6-8, 2020) - focuses on the five vows United Methodists 
make when agreeing to follow Christ - prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. We also help 
the youth understand United Methodist polity - what it means to be a United Methodist, to be in a 
district and a conference, and how being a "connectional church" is a blessing. 

Spiritual Life Retreats - (March 13-15, March 20-22, and March 27-29, 2020) - your choice of three 
weekends (the same retreat each weekend) with a guest speaker and band that leads worship as 
well as small groups to dig deeper in the message and understand how God is providing support 
and direction in the spiritual journey. Each year we have a different "theme" that directs these 
worship and small group times. 

Retreats for Teenagers 

http://www.ngumc.com/ace
mailto:leigh.martin@ngumc.org
https://www.ngumc.org/confirmationresources
https://www.ngumc.org/rootedretreat
https://www.ngumc.org/confirmationresources
https://www.ngumc.org/spiritualliferetreats


  

Learning is a gift from God. 
As we begin this new school year, we give thanks that God has given us the ability to learn 
many things in many ways.   
Loving God, sometimes a new school year seems exciting or scary or both.   
Help us remember to show our thanks for your gifts of learning by doing our best every day. 
We ask that you bless our schools, teachers, classmates and friends. 
We ask that you bless those who prepare our lunches, those who drive us to school, and those 
who keep our schools clean and safe. 
We ask God's blessing on this new school year, that it may be a time when we appreciate and 
fully use God's gift of learning. 
Amen. 
(from United Methodist Discipleship Ministries) 
 

Modern Worship Leaders Network Launch Event 
Sunday, August 18, 2019 at 5:00 PM to Monday, August 19, 2019 at 1:00 PM 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/190198655218596/ 

Contact 
Blair Zant, blair.zant@ngumc.net 

 
Modern Worship leaders devote their time and talent 
to create holy spaces for others to encounter God. But 
as a worship leader, where do you go to experience 
these spaces for yourselves? Spaces that draw you 
closer to God, inspire and sharpen your creativity, and 
connect you with others in this specialized ministry for 
possible collaboration and growth? That's what we are 
trying to build: a network of modern worship leaders from UMCs across North Georgia, connected 
for worship, skill development, and collaboration. A space online and in person where Modern 
Worship Leaders can connect and discuss topics pertinent to the industry, and share honestly about 
the joys and frustrations of serving the church in this way. Whether you are a musician, sound tech, 
media designer, lighting, or sound engineer, we want to do more to connect and support one another 
in this work. Join us for our launch event, where we will worship together, eat together, and build 
connection. We'll also receive coaching from the staff of the Institute for Modern Worship out of 
Florida. Finally, we will build plans for where the network will go from here. Dinner and Lunch 
included. Scholarships available. Email blair.zant@ngumc.net for more info.  
 
Location: Alpharetta First UMC, Vinebranch Worship Space, 69 N Main St, Alpharetta, GA 30009 
Price: $40 
 
Schedule 

 

 

 

Sunday, August 18 

5pm           Gathering  

5:30pm       Worship 

6:30pm       Dinner and Discussion 

8pm            Session 1 

 

Monday, August 19 

9am            Gathering 

9:30am       Opening Worship 

10am          Session 2 

11:30          Lunch and Discussion 

12:30pm     Closing Worship and 

Communion 

1pm            Depart 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/190198655218596/
mailto:blair.zant@ngumc.net
mailto:blair.zant@ngumc.net


Housing and Homeless Council Fall Grant Application Cycle is Open 
 

 
 
The North Georgia Conference Housing and Homeless Council is accepting grant applications 
from United Methodist churches and related ministries that serve the needs of homeless and 
very low-income people within the boundaries of the North Georgia Conference. The application 
deadline is September 3, 2019. Your generous support of the Housing and Homeless Council 
Special Offering each February make these grants possible. Learn more (and check out the 
new website) at https://www.nghhc.org/.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Aug. 1, 8, 15, 22 – Lay Servant Classes @ Louise UMC, 6-9pm 
Aug. 5 – District Superintendency Committee meeting, 5:30pm, District Parsonage 
Aug. 5 – District Trustees Meeting, 6:30pm, District Parsonage 
Aug. 12 – District Church Development Committee meeting, 6:30pm, District Office 
Aug. 15 – DCOM training, 9-12:30, McDonough First UMC 
Aug. 18 – District Set Up meeting, Newnan First UMC Annex Building, 3:00pm 
Aug. 18 – DCOM Meeting, Newnan First, Annex Conference Room, 5:00pm 

Happy Birthday to the following pastors celebrating 
birthdays in August: 
 
15 – Lynn Peters  21 – Alphonso Smith 
16 – JoAn Kinrade  27 – Mark Burgess 

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=c463f6d534&e=0ae49d37c8
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