
The LaGrange Link 
A monthly publication of 

The LaGrange District of the United Methodist Church 

Rev. Susan Landry 
District Superintendent                                                     October 2017 
 

Have you ever heard of the term “Holy Hilarity”?  

 
Frederick Beuchner, one of the most famous modern day theologians, has said that as 

much as anything, what finally made him turn his life over to God was something that 

the preacher George Buttrick said in a sermon. Buttrick said that every time Jesus is 

crowned King within someone's heart, this wonderful moment takes place amid 

"confessions, and tears, and great laughter." Buechner says that it was the joy of that 

last item, the "great laughter" that caused him to want to have this “holy hilarity” in his 
own heart. 

 

I love that idea of holy hilarity. Until last month, I didn’t think it likely that I would 

experience much holy hilarity in my role as a D.S. In fact, I believed that this fall season 

was going to be dreary because fall means Charge Conferences. I don’t know many 

people who look forward to those.  
 

You can imagine my surprise, then, when I was wrong. It has been great to be with the 

people of the Lagrange District in Charge Conferences. The difference must have 

something to do with the way we conduct Charge Conferences here—as connection 

groups, with 8 churches in each Conference. Our gatherings have been, dare I say, fun?! 

  

We begin with uplifting worship, followed by the business. I think it is accurate to say 
that the hilarity begins in anticipation of what the rookie DS will trip up on next! I do not 

disappoint! That’s no problem for me, and here’s why: people here are kind, ready to 

join in the process, laugh with me and help me through. We laugh as we work together, 

finding our way. Little mistakes happen, and mysteriously, the atmosphere lightens as 

acceptance of one another replaces protectiveness of ourselves. It is freeing! 

 
Following the business and the laughter, would it surprise you to hear that testimonies 

brought forward souls that are more open? One dear soul shared confession, followed by 

another who shared his tears—tears of grief. And soon, once again, we shared tears of 

joy and more laughter. A Full circle.  

Jesus said: “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” Luke 6:21. 

 

Believe it or not, I look forward to the rest of our Charge Conferences. I anticipate more 
“Holy Hilarity” with you. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Susan 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lay Servant Reminders: 
Lay Servants are reminded that they must complete online a Lay 
Servant Annual Report form and submit to the pastor prior to 
Charge Conference so that they can receive Charge Conference 
approval.  Please note that due to changes in the program, you 
must have completed the Basic course and at least 1 advanced 
course in the past 3 years in order to be approved as a Certified Lay 
Servant.  There is no longer a designation of Local Church Lay 
Servant. 
 
 

Clergy are reminded of the monthly Clergy Fellowship opportunities with the DS 

 

Thursday, October 12, noon 

Franks at the Old Mill, Fayetteville 

(1095 Highway 54, West) 

Youth Worker Lunch 
 

All those who work with youth in the local church are invited to a Dutch Treat lunch 

at Tin Drum (located in Ashley Park, Newnan) at noon on Thursday, October 19 

 

Come for a time of fellowship with other youth workers and sharing of ideas! 

ATTENTION PASTORS AND SPR CHAIRS: 

 

Move Input forms are due in the District Office no later than 
Monday, November 27 

 

Forms are being emailed to pastors or can be downloaded from 

the “Reports Due” page of the district website, 

www.ngumc.org/lagr 

 



District Calendar Updates: 
Since the publication and distribution of the district calendar at the Set Up Meeting in 

August, there have been several dates changes.  Below are new dates for several events 
and new events that have been added.  The most recent information on activities can 

always be found on the “Upcoming Events” page of the district website, 

(www.ngumc.org/lagr). 

 

Wednesday, November 8 – Lunch for retirees and spouses at Wesley Woods in 

Newnan, 12 noon 

Thursday, January 4 – New Year Celebration and Ministers’ Meeting, Trinity on the Hill 
UMC, LaGrange, 6:00pm 

Saturday, January 13 – Mandatory Clergy Ethics Training, Fayetteville First, 9am-4pm 

(see details below) 

 
 

Clergy Ethics Training 

The Book of Discipline requires all active clergy to attend a mandatory, conference organized clergy ethics 
training each quadrennial. The North GA conference is hosting 8 sessions to allow clergy to meet this 
requirement. If you have not completed the training by the last event, your appointment will not be 
continued for the 2018-2019 appointment year. 
 
It is recommended that you attend the session for your district; however, you are eligible to register for any 
of the eight sessions. To receive credit you must attend the entire time. If you arrive late or leave early you 
will not receive credit and will have to attend another session. There is a $40 registration fee that must be 
paid when you complete the registration.  Lunch will be provided.  
 
Registration/Check-in begins 30 minutes prior to each event.  

 January 11 - Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - AGST & ATHN, Host Church: Thomson First  
 January 13 - Saturday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - LAGR & GRFN, Host Church: Fayetteville First 

 February 1 - Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - ACPK & ADOX, Host Church: Atlanta First 
 February 17 - Saturday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - NWST & ROCA, Host Church: Faith, Cartersville 
 February 18 - Sunday, 3:00pm-9:00pm, Districts - MAKE UP SESSION, Host Church: Douglasville First 
 February 28 – Wednesday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - GNSV & AMRY, Host Church: Hamilton Mill 
 March 1 - Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - AROS & AMAR, Host Church: Kennesaw First 
 April 19 - Thursday, 9:00am-4:00pm, Districts - MAKE UP SESSION, Host Church: Covington First 

REGISTER HERE: https://www.eiseverywhere.com/279361 

 
 

Churches are reminded of the 

Aldersagate/Collinswood Special Offering on Sunday, 

October 22 (or another Sunday of your choosing).   

 
If your church did not receive their packet of information at 
the Set Up meeting, it is available in the District Office. 

More information is available at www. aldersgatehomes.com. 

http://www.ngumc.org/lagr
https://www.google.com/maps/place/353+Main+St,+Thomson,+GA+30824/@33.469823,-82.504429,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88f7738e2f9dba39:0x1c7c500ba045de59!8m2!3d33.4698227!4d-82.5044293?hl=en-US%C2%A0
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=33.448192,-84.453234&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=175+E+Lanier+Ave+Fayetteville,+GA+30214
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=33.764444,-84.386481&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=360+Peachtree+St+NE+Atlanta,+GA+30308
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=34.213838,-84.816309&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=501+Grassdale+Rd+Cartersville,+GA+30121
https://www.google.com/maps/place/6167+Prestley+Mill+Rd,+Douglasville,+GA+30134/@33.739005,-84.734248,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88f5265775b8a86f:0xe71cc9ab074526e2!8m2!3d33.7390049!4d-84.7342479?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=34.057508,-83.887578&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=1450+Pine+Rd+Dacula,+GA+30019
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1801+Ben+King+Rd,+Kennesaw,+GA+30144/@34.028642,-84.604544,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88f515566c227493:0xc6712f1bf77b6d27!8m2!3d34.0286422!4d-84.6045445?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps?ll=33.594506,-83.859853&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=embed&q=1113+Conyers+St+SE+Covington,+GA+30014
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/279361
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/279361


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creative Worship Conference 
In alignment with Bishop Sue’s 2017 Annual 
Conference theme on worship planning, 
design and execution, North Georgia 
Conference Congregational Development 
and Connectional Ministries, along with 
Impact Church and Midnight Oil Productions 
are hosting a one-day dynamic worship 
design and planning training event in the 
North Georgia Annual Conference. This 
event is designed for individuals, teams, lay 
and clergy to spend the day with an expert in 
the field of worship design and planning 
facilitated by Jason Moore of Midnight Oil 
Productions. 
 
Jason has traveled the country to assist and develop worship planning teams to help them achieve 
higher levels of a connected worship experience, and ultimately to reach more people for Jesus 
Christ. Because Jason understands all types of churches in varied geographical areas and with 
diverse ethnicities, he will be an excellent facilitator to help your local church experience a new way to 
plan worship and attain greater outcomes through more dynamic and Christ-centered worship 
experiences. 
 
This event will be held at Impact Church on Saturday, November 4, from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. The 

registration costs are below: 
 
REGISTRATION 
$50 Per Person (September 5 through Nov. 1) 
$40 Per Person with a Group of 5 or More from Your Church (September 5 through Nov. 1) 
 
Visit the North Georgia website (www.ngumc.org/worshipdesignconference2017) to register as soon 
as possible. This is a planning and training event that you do not want to miss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to enter Charge Conference minutes in Data Services 

following your Charge Conference! 

 

 

District Training Event 

Sunday, January 28, 2017 

LaGrange First  

3:00-5:00 

Workshops will include training for SPR, 

Finance, Trustees, & Church Council as well as 

other topical workshops. Details coming soon! 

http://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=041eb3d318&e=8c769f95db


The North Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 
 Presents: “Get Their Name” with Kay Kotan  

 

Single Board Model Training with Kay Kotan 

Thursday, November 9 | 6 to 8 pm 
Decatur First UMC 
 

More meetings or more mission? 

If you feel like your church is better at holding committee 
meetings than making disciples, you might consider restructuring 
your committees to better fulfill your mission. A number of United 
Methodist congregations in North Georgia have already shifted 
toward a leaner administrative structure to better focus on what 
really matters. Attending this workshop will give you some 
Discipline-approved options for restructuring your committees 
into a single board and help you reimagine how your church can 
focus more on fulfilling its mission and less on running 
meetings.   

If you or your church is considering a restructuring of your 
committees, come join us at the Single Board Model Training at 
Decatur First on Thursday, November 9, from 6 to 8:30 pm. Kay 
Kotan will be leading the workshop to help participants 
understand the rationale behind this approach. 

The cost for this event is $15 which includes dinner.  

 

Get Their Name Workshop with Kay Kotan 

Saturday, November 11 | 9 am to 3 pm   Sunday, November 12 | 2 to 6 pm 
North Springs UMC     Wesley Chapel UMC, McDonough 
(Cost is $15 which includes lunch)   (Cost is $10 which includes refreshments) 

Is your congregation seeking new people but unsure about how to attract them?  Are you wondering: “How 
do we develop relationships with unchurched people? How do I share my own story or experience of Jesus 
with others? How can my church build a culture of invitation? And how do we know if we as a church are 
ready to receive those we invite?  

If you or your church are asking these questions, come join us at North Springs UMC on Saturday, 
November 11th from 9:00 – 3:00pm or at Wesley Chapel (McDonough) on Sunday, November 12th from 
2:00 – 6:00pm to learn more. 

Kay Kotan will be leading the workshop to help participants discover their story, prepare them to share 
their stories outside the church, and ready your church to receive guest. 

Books will be available for purchase on site. This training will help everyone learn how to invite others to 
our church. 

 
 



                   
 

The United Methodist Connectional Federal Credit Union (UMC FCU) was established to 

financially serve you, a member of the United Methodist Church. Ministers, lay members, 

employees, church staff and employees of organizations and ministries affiliated with the 

United Methodist Church of the North Georgia Conference are eligible. Immediate family 

members of our members are also eligible to join.  Banking with the UMC FCU is a smart 

choice as we are owned and operated by the people who use them. That’s why we’re 

dedicated to the things that really matter to you specifically positioned to offer you 

better rates, services, and products that often out match traditional or conventional 

financial institutions while also supporting the UMC mission.  We’ve taken great strides to 

provide you services the way you like. Online and mobile banking and new technology  

will make your experience with us easy.  

Please join in our celebration of “International Credit Union Day”, October 19th with 

various activities at our Marietta Georgia and Lakeland, FL branches as well as on our 

social media sites.  To learn how to become a valued member of the UMC FCU, visit our 

new website at umcfcu.com  and be sure to connect with us on Instagram, Facebook, 

Google & Twitter. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please remember our brothers and sisters in Texas, 

Puerto Rico and throughout the Southeast who have 

suffered from the recent hurricanes.  You can continue 
to support them with your gifts to UMCOR (United 

Methodist Committee on Relief). 

Checks can be sent to the North GA Conference 

Treasurer’s Office marked 

“UMCOR, #4390” 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers 

celebrating birthdays in October: 

 

9  -  Susan Landry  25 – Harvey Bane 
14 – Wayne Hester  26 – Liza Marler 

16 – Carl Epps  31 – Marlon Simpson 
21 – Brett Mathews         Danny Tomlinson 

https://www.unitedmethodistcu.com/main.php


Oct. 5 – Clergy Evaluations, Newnan 1st Annex Bldg, 1:30-6:00 

Oct. 8 – Charge Conferences, Harris Co. @ 2:30, Meriwether 1 @ 5:00 

Oct. 12 – Clergy Fellowship with DS, Franks @ the Mill, noon 

Oct. 12 – Clergy Evaluations, Fayetteville First, 9:30-5:00 

Oct. 15 – District UMW Annual Meeting, St. Mary, 2:30pm 
Oct. 18-20 – Cabinet Meeting 

Oct. 19 – Youth Worker Lunch, Tin Drum, 12 noon 

Oct. 22 – Charge Conferences, Fayette 2 @ 3:00 

Oct. 24 – DCOM meets with students and continuing candidates, Hopewell UMC in 

Tyrone, 4:30-6:30 

Oct. 26 – Clergy Evaluations, Cornerstone UMC, 1:30-6:00 

Oct. 28 – Clergy Evaluations, District Office, 9:00-12:30 
Nov. 2 – District Church Development Committee meeting, District Office, 6:30pm 

 

 

 

Please visit our district website at www.ngumc.org/lagr where you will find even more 

information about district and conference activities.  And “Like” us on Facebook! (The LaGrange 

District).  You are welcome to post videos or information about events at your church on our 

Facebook page. 

 

http://www.ngumc.org/lagr

