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3 Needful Things This Month 
 
October brings long “to do” lists. I will pray for your joy and peace during these activities! And 
to help order your process, note these 3 needful things for your church: 
 
October is “Call Month” We affirm that God calls us all to ministry—we speak our vows with 
joy and commitment when we join the church. And we also affirm that there is one Spirit, with 
many gifts.  
Ephesians 4:11 “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ…” 
All are not called to the same life or the same tasks! But don’t misunderstand--some of your 
people are surely called to the ministry and may be waiting for affirmation! This is the month to 
help everyone understand the critical nature of God’s call, and perhaps provide that nudge to 
respond. How will you help these called persons, these leaders, to answer God’s call? 
  
October is “Pastor Appreciation Month” All of us need a kind word, a note of appreciation, a 
reminder that what we are doing is noticed. I hope all churches will consider a way to affirm 
their pastors this month. It lights the fire and commitment within us all when we are 
appreciated. 
 
October is “MissionInsite” training Month”  Jesus said ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  Now more than ever, we need to claim that the church is made to reach our 
neighbors with the love of Christ. AND, we need to understand more about the “others” before 
we determine what they need, what they want, and what will bring their response. 
MissionInsite is a database provided to all churches by the Conference Center for Church 
Excellence. But many of us don’t know this, or don’t know how to use it. Solution: Your District 
Strategic Growth Team will be training pastors and interested laity in the use of this program 
for growing the church and the Kingdom of God. “This may be the most important training 
offered all year for your church growth!” 
Training date: October 15, 2019, 7pm at Cornerstone UMC (2956 Highway 154, Newnan) 
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Registration is now open for Exploration, a three-day event for young adults ages 18-26. 
Exploration is designed to help attendees listen, discern, and respond to God’s call to ordained 
ministry as they explore their gifts for service as a deacon or elder in The United Methodist 
Church. For more information, visit www.explorecalling.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARGE CONFERENCES 

Sunday, November 10 @ LaGrange First UMC, 3:00pm 

(All paperwork due to District Office by Nov. 1) 

Sunday, November 17 @ Providence UMC, 3:00pm 

(All paperwork due to District Office by Nov. 8) 

For more information on Charge Conference reports and which churches 

meet on which date, please see the Reports Due page of the District 

Website, www.ngumc.org/lagr 

 

 

Exploring a Call to Ministry? 

Exploration 2019 is Coming to 

Orlando November 1-3, 2019 

   ATTENTION LAY SERVANTS: 

All Lay Servants in the District are reminded to submit  

your Lay Servant Annual Report online through Data 

Services.  This must be completed so that it can be  

turned in to the District Office with Charge Conference 

reports. Only those who have completed the Basic Course and at least 1 

additional Advanced Course should complete a report. 

 

 

http://www.explorecalling.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aldersgate Homes Offering 

Sunday, October 27 

All churches are encouraged to take a special offering to help Aldersgate 

Homes, a ministry to support adults with developmental disabilities.  

Information has been sent to all churches, but you can find additional 

information at www.aldersgatehomes.com, including a video. 

MissionInsite Training 

Tuesday, October 15, 7pm at Cornerstone UMC 

For all clergy and laity who wish to learn more about this demographics 

program and how it can be used to help churches reach out to their 

communities. 

Training led by Rev. Yvette Massey and sponsored by the  

LaGrange District Strategic Growth Committee 

Leadership UMC 
 

Deadline for submitting applications has been extended to October 
15.  For anyone interested, applications are available on the 

District Website. 

LaGrange District UMW 
Annual Meeting 

Sunday, October 27, 2019 
Smith Chapel UMC, Pine Mountain 

2:30pm 
 
 

http://www.aldersgatehomes.com/


Medical Closet Supplies 
The United Methodist Men’s group at Fayetteville First UMC have a very 
well-stocked Medical Closet with a number of items available to those who 
may need assistance with medical supplies. They have hospital beds, 
motorized wheel chairs, crutches, walkers, and much more.  If you know of 
someone in your community who could benefit from some of these supplies, 
please reach out to Raymond Mitchely (rmitche@bellsouth.net) or Wayne 
Harris (770-855-1453, wgh770@gmail.com). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Caregiving for Someone with Memory Loss 
Wednesday, October 9 

8:30am-3:00pm 
Piedmont Newnan Hospital 

 (745 Poplar Rd, Conference Room 5) 
 

No fee to attend, but registration is required and donations are appreciated. 
Lunch and materials will be provided. 

Space is limited, so register in advance at 877-527-3712 or  
http://www.piedmont.org/classes-and-events/classes-and-events 

 
This workshop is intended for friends and family caregivers only.  It is not appropriate for 

professional caregiving or senior living staff.  
 

Caring for someone with dementia, whether it is Alzheimer’s or another type of memory loss, 
can be challenging and at times overwhelming.  This is a comprehensive workshop where you 

will learn about types and stages of dementia, helpful resources, and how to take care of 
yourself. 

 
Presented by Sixty Plus Services Clinical Social Workers Tori Sorrells and Moira Keller 

 
Sponsored by Sixty Plus Services, Piedmont Hospital 

 

 

 

Attention Local Pastors participating in Course of Study: 

Payments for Course of Study class tuition are changing!  Please review the 

information at this link for details:  Study  https://northga-

reg.brtapp.com/CourseofStudyMEFScholarship 

mailto:rmitche@bellsouth.net
mailto:wgh770@gmail.com
http://www.piedmont.org/classes-and-events/classes-and-events
https://northga-reg.brtapp.com/CourseofStudyMEFScholarship
https://northga-reg.brtapp.com/CourseofStudyMEFScholarship


Understanding Your Medicare Options 
 

Tuesday, October 22 
1:00pm-2:30pm 

Piedmont Newnan Hospital 
745 Poplar Road, Conference Room 5 

 
No fee to attend, but registration is required and donations are appreciated. 

Lunch and materials will be provided. 
Space is limited, so register in advance at 877-527-3712 or  

http://www.piedmont.org/classes-and-events/classes-and-events 

 
Medicare Annual Election is October 15 through December 7.  Come learn about the different 

types, options, and benefits as well as updates for next year.  You will learn specific information 
surrounding enrollment for the following plan types: 

Part A, Hospital Insurance 
Part B, Medical Insurance 

Part C, Medicare Advantage Plans 
Part D, Medicare Prescription Drug  

Medicare Fraud Information 
 

Presented by:  Anita Alvarez Richards, CIRS-A/D, Medicare Counselor 
Sponsored by Sixty Plus Services, Piedmont Hospital 

 

 

  

Rural United Methodist congregations offer unique and rich blessings to communities across the North 

Georgia Conference. Below are resources that celebrate Rural Life and affirm the interdependence of 

rural, suburban, and urban communities. (Photo: The Hinton Center)  

 Hinton Center  

 Farm to Table: Resources for Rural Life Sunday from Hinton Center 

 Rural Life Sunday Scripture, Hymn, and Prayer  

 Rural Life Sunday Resources: UMCgiving.org 

 Congregational Excellence Staff Contact Information 

 BeADisciple: Rural Ministry Certification   United Methodist Rural Advocates 

Celebrate Rural Life and Rural Congregations 

http://www.piedmont.org/classes-and-events/classes-and-events
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=5fc1dc8470&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=a7deca523a&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=83511e4584&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=436b4b0dd7&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=5754b325f5&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=da2a321290&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=5277ae1973&e=0ae49d37c8


 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 3 – Certified Lay Speaker Interviews, District Office, 6:30pm 
Oct. 5 – Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Dunwoody UMC 
Oct. 7 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, Cornerstone UMC, 9:30am-3:30pm 
Oct. 15 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, Newnan First, 9:30am-3:30pm 
Oct. 15 – Mission Insite Training, Cornerstone UMC, 7:00pm 
Oct. 16 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, District Office, 9:30am-3:30pm 
Oct. 22-24 – Cabinet Meeting 
Oct. 27 – District UMW Annual Meeting, Smith Chapel UMC, Pine Mountain, 2:30pm 
Oct. 28 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, District Office, 9:30am-3:30pm 
Oct. 29 – Clergy Evaluations with DS, Fayetteville First UMC, 9:30-am-3:30pm 
Nov. 1 – Charge Conference Paperwork due in District Office for all Charge Conferences on 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 8 – Charge Conference Paperwork due in District Office for all Charge Conferences on 
Nov. 17 

Happy Birthday to the following district ministers celebrating 
birthdays in October: 
 
6  -  Carson Thaxton   21 – Brett Mathews 
9  -  Susan Landry   25 – Harvey Bane 
14 – Wayne Hester           CJ Lord 
16 – Carl Von Epps   31 – Marlon Simpson 
17 – Dale Giefing 


