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Siriusly… 

“The dog days of summer”--I have heard that phrase all my life. With the hot days of August 

passing, the phrase came to mind again. But when I looked it up, the Old Farmer’s Almanac says 

the “Dog Days” are the 40 days from July 3 til Aug 11, coinciding with the dawn rising of the 

Sirius star, The Dog Star. Perhaps you know that Sirius is the brightest star in the sky (except for 

the Sun) and Sirius literally means “scorching” in Greek. The Dog Days are scorchers—but they 

should have ended around Aug 11—I don’t think they did! 

However, September is here now, bringing a welcome change of cooler temperatures and 

renewed activities. There are new possibilities to join new groups, to step into new activities 

within old groups, and there is room for change, for rethinking, and perhaps even for renewal.  

Last weekend, two of my family members spent some mother-daughter time at a camp get-a-

way. A part of their weekend included stargazing. They gazed upon Sirius, the Dog star, and so 

much more! Of deeper import, together, they saw the work of our Lord in the heaven of this 

galaxy. These visuals leave an imprint, and to share this sort of wonder with people we love 

forms our internal emotional network incomparably.  

This month, what if we consider a renewal of the art of Wonder? What if we plan, even just a 

couple of hours one day, a mini get-a-way that includes something like stargazing (sirously), or 

museum going, or concert attending? Something out of our normal way, and perhaps with 

someone we love? For some of us, diving into a story in the bible that is outside our memory 

might provide that renewed sense of wonder. But whatever you do, I hope you will recall that 

this world belongs to our Sovereign Lord, and that wonder can be as natural as breathing. 

Siriusly.  

Psalm 8:  “1 O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your 

glory above the heavens…3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon 

and the stars that you have established; 4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

mortals that you care for them? 5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned 

them with glory and honor.” 



ATTENTION PASTORS & SPR CHAIRS! 

Clergy Evaluation forms are due to the District Office no later than September 14. 

Materials were distributed at the Set Up Meeting and can be found on the Reports Due page of 

the district website.  Please schedule SPR Committee meetings now so that evaluations can be 

completed and submitted by the deadline. 

 

           
 
Sunday, September 16 is the date set for the United Methodist Children’s Home Offering (or 
another Sunday that is convenient for your congregation).  If your church has not received 
materials to use for promoting the offering, visit www.umchildrenshome.org/ag2018. 
 

 
Charge Conference Information 
Charge Conferences start on Sunday, September 30 and run through Sunday, November 11.  
The format for the conferences will be much the same as last year, with a more streamlined 
voting process due to prior Church Council approval on all items requiring a vote.  Connection 
Group leaders are responsible for creating the order of service.  There is a new Charge 
Conference Checklist form that will guide churches on what to complete online through Data 
Services and what is to be turned in to the DS at the conference. Please note all the required 
signatures on that form, and be sure all papers are signed prior to the start of the conference!  
The Charge Conference schedule, checklist and instructions can all be found on the Reports Due 
page of the district website.  As always, if you have questions, please call the District Office. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors are reminded that evaluations with the DS begin on 9/20.  Be sure to 
mark your calendar for your appointment time. 

All Full Time pastors are reminded to complete 

the Health Quotient questionnaire for the Healthflex 

Insurance by September 30.  Not doing so can result in 

higher insurance deductibles. 

http://www.umchildrenshome.org/ag2018


 

Churches in the Fayette 1 Connection Group recently spent a Saturday at the Midwest Food 
Bank in Peachtree City folding blankets.  They folded 9,380 blankets that will be sent to various 
charities across the South East.  We are grateful for their service.  If other Connection Groups 
have pictures of service projects, please share with the District Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All clergy in the LaGrange District are encouraged to attend a special meeting 

on Sunday, September 23 at Moreland UMC, 3:30-6:00pm. 

DS Susan Landry will be discussing The Way Forward Report and providing 

helpful tools for having discussions with your congregation. 

Interviews for Candidates seeking approval as Certified Lay Speakers 

Monday, October 1 at the District Office, 6:30pm 

Applications must be submitted by September 21. 

Applications with detailed information are available from the District Office or 

on the Lay Servant page of the district website. 

 

 



Tech Soup 
This organization provides a marketplace for non-profits to purchase computer hardware and 
software at a very discounted rate.  They partner with Microsoft, Google, Adobe, Intuit, Dell 
and many more businesses.  To take advantage of these offers, you must first register at their 
website, www.techsoup.org.  There is no cost to register! 
 

 

 
 
Confirmation Retreat  
The Fall Confirmation Retreat focuses especially on helping your new Confirmation Class get 
connected and unified. Youth and adult leaders will worship and learn about how God has been 
impacting their lives since before they even know God existed (prevenient grace). We'll 
experience telling our story and recognizing those instances and people most significant to our 
stories. The retreat is at Glisson, near Dahlonega, and is September 28-30. Registration is open 
at https://www.ngumc.org/confirmationresources. 
 
Fall Rooted Retreat  This fall retreat (October 5-7 and 12-14) is filled with fun outdoor activities 
for your youth group (zip line, climbing wall, field games, hiking) as well as powerful and 
meaningful worship. It's all at Glisson (near Dahlonega). Registration is open 
at https://www.ngumc.org/rootedretreat, and you can find videos about the retreat 
at https://www.facebook.com/rootedretreats/. 
 
Campus Crawl Now is the time for your high school students to start thinking about and 
planning visits to colleges. Even if they know where they are going it never hurts to look at what 
our Georgia campuses offer, and it's also important they get an introduction to campus 
ministries. Your students should know that a vital campus ministry is available to them when 
they are out of high school and no longer in your youth ministry. We provide a campus tour of 
12 campuses for only $75 (when registered by November 1 - includes lodging, food, 
transportation, and all the fun that comes with a road trip through 12 campuses). The Campus 
Crawl retreat is for high school students, and it's quickly filling up (it's limited to 50 youth). The 
retreat is February 28th through March 3rd (a Thursday night through Sunday afternoon). 
Registration is open at http://www.umcommission.org/campuscrawl/. 

 
 
 

http://www.techsoup.org/
https://www.ngumc.org/confirmationresources
https://www.ngumc.org/rootedretreat
https://www.facebook.com/rootedretreats/
http://www.umcommission.org/campuscrawl/


 
YOUNGER MEN’S MINISTRY TRAINING 

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018 
NOON – 4:00 PM (LUNCH PROVIDED) 

 

There is a gender gap and a generation gap in the United Methodist Church. The graying of the 

denomination has also affected the United Methodist Men (UMM). To remain relevant in 

ministry, UMM has created a YoungER Men’s Ministry to reach 18 to 40 year old men. This 

revitalization effort is an express attempt by UMM to leave a spiritual legacy for future 

generations!!! 

UM Children’s Home  

1967 Lakeside Parkway, Suite 400 

Tucker, GA 30084 

404-327-5826, odell.horne@ngcumm.org 

 

Marriage Enrichment Retreats at Lake Junaluska 
We are created for a lifetime of love and intimacy, but relationships can be hard, even for the happiest 

couples. Distance, frustration and disconnection can enter through any number of life's events. This 

retreat will help you better understand your partner and learn to cultivate a warmer, more joyful and 

loving relationship. Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930. 

Cost: $669 per couple. Includes two nights lodging, five meals and sessions. 

Dates:-           September 30 - October 2, 2018 

                        March 10-12, 2019 

                        August 18-20, 2019 

                        September 29 - October 1, 2019 

http://www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept. 5 – Cabinet Meeting 
Sept. 10 – Church Development Committee Meeting, District Office, 6:30pm 
Sept. 14 – Clergy Evaluation forms due to the District Office 
Sept. 16 – District Superintendency Committee meeting, District Parsonage, 3:00pm 
Sept. 16 – District Trustees meeting, District Parsonage, 4:15pm 
Sept. 20 – Clergy Evaluations 
Sept. 21 – Deadline for submitting applications for Certified Lay Speaker 
Sept. 23 – Clergy workshop for The Way Forward, Moreland UMC, 3:30-6:00 
Oct. 1 – Certified Lay Speaker Interviews, District Office 
Oct. 4 – DCOM meets with those seeking Provisional status 

Church Security Planning & Intruder Response Training 

October 12-13, 2018 

Friday 8am-5pm / Saturday 8am -2:30pm 

Cornerstone UMC (2956 Sharpsburg-McCollum Rd, Newnan) 

Register online at 222.strategosregistration.com or call 888-569-5444 

Cost:  $159 per person for BOTH days or $99 for either one day 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Happy Birthday to the following pastors who are celebrating 

birthdays in September: 

6  -  Griff Jones   18 – Terri Lemons 

8  -  Lesley Langford   22 – Maria Wells 

18 – Daniel Bookhoop   29 – Katie Mattox 

18 – Jack Couch   30 – James Woods 


