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Matching opportunity 

As United Methodists, we are committed to life-long learning. We are passionate about our children 

discovering the depths of Scripture through tradition, reason and experience. But for some of our 

children, college is expensive, making it out of reach or rendering them shackled by student loans.  

We have help through a matching program, the “Dollars for Scholars” program of the Georgia United 

Methodist Foundation! Please help us help your students each year.  

Here’s how it works: 

If a student’s home UM church will provide a $1000 scholarship, that $1000 is then matched by the 

student’s UM school, by the United Methodist Higher Education Foundation, and finally by the Georgia 

United Methodist Foundation. This totals $4000 scholarship for each student annually. 

This matching program can change the future for our young people. The offer also extends to those 
attending seminaries. I commend it to you and urge you to work within your church to set aside funds to 
begin the matching process listed above.  

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.” 

 

We celebrate the following churches in our district that have provided the first $1000 for students 

coming from their congregations, enabling the full $4000 match: 

Burns UMC, Newnan 
West Point First UMC  
Inman UMC  
 
Anyone else? 

In hopeful expectation, 

Susan 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The LaGrange District will conduct 2 Charge Conferences – Sunday, 

November 10 at LaGrange First and Sunday, November 17 at 
Providence UMC in Fayetteville. Both will be at 3:00 pm and will focus on 

worship and celebration.  LaGrange First will host churches in Troup, Heard, 
Harris and southern Meriwether Counties, with a couple of exceptions.  

Providence will host churches in Coweta, Fayette and northern Meriwether 
Counties.  (See a detailed list on the district website.)  All items requiring 

Charge Conference votes will need to be approved at a Church 
Council/Administrative Board meeting prior to the Charge Conference, where 

those votes will be re-affirmed.  All required paperwork for Charge 

Conferences must be submitted to the District Office 10 days prior to the 
Conference (November 1 for conferences on the 10th and November 8 for 

conference on the 17th.)  More detailed information about Charge 
Conferences can be found on the Reports Due page of the district website.  

In addition, there will be a Charge Conference workshop at LaGrange 
First (Small Dining Room of the Methodist Ministry Center) on Thursday, 

September 19 at 7pm.  At that meeting, Denise Wilson will go over the 
format for the conferences and review how to access and complete all of the 

required paperwork in Data Services.  Any clergy and laity who are new to 
completing Charge Conference paperwork, are encouraged to attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT MISSION TRIP 
The LaGrange District is sending a mission team to El Salvador January 18-25, 

2020.  If you have interest in participating in this trip, please contact the 
District Office or Rev. Tommy Holder (tom.holder@ngumc.net).  A $100 

deposit (payable to the district office) will reserve your spot on the team. 
Total cost will be approximately $1500 and will cover all transportation, 

accommodations and food. 
 

The District Strategic Growth Committee is sponsoring a Mission Insite 

Workshop, led by Rev. Yvette Massey, on Tuesday, October 15 at 7pm at 

Cornerstone UMC in Newnan. 

Mission Insite is the conference demographics program.  At this 

workshop, you will learn how to use the demographic information from 

your community to help your church reach out and better meet the 

needs of those in your area. 

 

mailto:tom.holder@ngumc.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The District Committee on Lay Speaking Ministry will be conducting interviews on 

Thursday, October 3 for those who meet the requirements to become Certified Lay 
Speakers.  In order to submit an application, you must have completed the 6 
required courses and be prepared to present a brief sermon at the interview.  If you 

are interested, applications can be downloaded from the Lay Servant page of the 
district website or can be obtained from the District Office or from Julia Morrison-

Morgan, (morrisonjulia@yahoo.com) District Director of Lay Servant Ministries.  All 
applications and required documentation must be submitted no later than 
September 25. 

 
Thank you to Louise UMC for hosting the most recent Lay Servant classes.  There 

were a total of 35 participants.  We are grateful to Rev. Jairo Gay (Louise), Rev. 
Elaine Gilbert (St. Mary) and Mr. Rick Adams, (District Lay Leader) for teaching the 

classes.  The next series of classes will be offered March 5, 12, 19, & 26, 2020 at 
the Turin UMC.  Watch the website for the specific classes that will be taught. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clergy Evaluations 
 

SPR Committees should be conducting evaluations with appointed ministers in 
order to submit the clergy evaluation forms to the District Office no later than 

Friday, September 27.  PLEASE NOTE that these evaluations are for all 
pastors, EXCEPT local pastors who fall under the jurisdiction of the District 

Committee on Ordained Ministry.  Pastors were given information at the District 
Set Up meeting as to when their evaluation forms should be submitted.  (Local 
Pastors will submit forms in February and meet with DCOM at that time. ALL 

others will submit forms in September, including elders, deacons, provisionals, 
retired supply.)  Following submission of the forms, there will be evaluation 

meetings with the DS. 

 

 

Lay Servant/Speaker 

Information 

mailto:morrisonjulia@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 

The Conference, under the leadership of Rev. Sam Halverson, Conference Youth 

Coordinator, is working to establish a Conference Council on Youth Ministries.  This 
is a team that would be made up of Youth who would serve as Delegates to Annual 

Conference in June, but would work as a team throughout the year to study and 
prepare for Annual Conference.  We are looking for 4 youth, active in their church, 

between the ages of 14 and 18, who might be interested in serving with this group.  
If possible, we would like for them to go ahead and commit to serving as delegates 
June 18-20, 2020.  Applications are available on the Youth page of the district 

website or from the district office. Please submit applications by September 16, 
when the District Board of Laity will meet. 

 
 
 

 
 

Check out GUMF’s Great Certificate Rates While They Last! 
Did you know that the Georgia United Methodist Foundation issues certificates (like CDs) to 

fund its loans to United Methodist churches and institutions? Effective today, August 20, 2019, 

our rates on one- to four-year maturities are extremely attractive. If you or your church have 

some extra cash you would like to invest, please consider GUMF certificates. Take advantage of 

these outstanding rates below while they last.  

RATE                          TERM 

3.20%                        4 Years 

2.80%                        3 Years 

2.60%                        2 Years 

2.50%                        1 Year 

 For details, please call 770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664 or visit www.gumf.org. Interested in 

sharing this information in your church? Visit www.gumf.org/certificates to download a church 

bulletin insert. 

 

http://www.gumf.org/
http://www.gumf.org/certificates


Hurricane Updates from North Georgia (9/4) 

Dorian remains a powerful hurricane and we expect impacts to the Georgia coast. Gov. Brian Kemp 
has declared a state of emergency for 21 counties and thousands of people are evacuating ahead of 
the storm. North Georgia Conference Early Response Teams (ERTs) are standing by to serve as 
needed.  
 
Trinity on the Hill UMC in Augusta has been activated as a Red Cross Shelter for hurricane 
evacuees from Georgia and South Carolina. The church has welcomed 174 guests with a meal and 
a safe, comfortable place to take shelter.  
 
Rev. Scott Parrish, our Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, is in communication with 
surrounding annual conferences and UMCOR.  "I have been in contact today with the United 
Methodist conferences in Florida, South Georgia, South Carolina, & North Carolina, and have 
pledged our prayers as well as our assistance upon their request," said Parrish. 
 
Be reminded that teams from North Georgia do not self deploy, but wait on an invitation to respond.  

How to Help 

Even before we know the path of the storm, we know our best response: 

 Prayer: Please join us in praying for all those already impacted by this storm and for those in its 
path. 

 Giving: Donate to our North Georgia, domestic disaster fund using #4390 or UMCOR Domestic 
Disaster Response #901670. To help the recovery effort in the Bahamas, give to UMCOR 
International Disaster Response #982450. 

 Disaster Response Warehouse: If your church makes UMCOR kits please be sure to 
coordinate with Conference Disaster Response (Rev. Matt Murphy at 404-403-5233 or Headland 
Heights UMC at 404-344-0144) prior to setting your plans so that we know the delivery date and 
number of kits as the warehouse has limited space. Always coordinate delivery with volunteer 
warehouse in advance and bring enough volunteers to unload without assistance. The 
warehouse is open limited days and hours by appointment. 

Stay Informed 

Our North Georgia Disaster Response webpage has key information and contacts. Be sure to check 
www.ngumc.org/DisasterResponseMinistry regularly for information on how we can best prepare 
and respond in times of disaster.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration is now open for Exploration, a three-day event for young adults ages 18-26. 
Exploration is designed to help attendees listen, discern, and respond to God’s call to ordained 
ministry as they explore their gifts for service as a deacon or elder in The United Methodist 
Church. For more information, visit www.explorecalling.org.  

 

Exploring a Call to Ministry? 

Exploration 2019 is Coming to 

Orlando November 1-3, 2019 

https://www.trinityonthehill.net/shelter-info
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://advance.umcor.org/p-620-umcor-us-disaster-response-and-recovery.aspx
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/international-disaster-response
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/international-disaster-response
https://www.umcmission.org/umcor/serve/relief-supply-network
http://www.ngumc.org/DisasterResponseMinistry
http://www.explorecalling.org/


 
 

2019 Fall Session of Kindling the Fire, Oct. 7-9 
Pastors and worship planners, we all know the struggle. Planning weeks and even months ahead for 
worship allows you to be more creative, thoughtful, and prepared! But how do you make time and 
space in the calendar to do the planning? Kindling In The City is your answer.  On October 7-9, 
pastors, preachers, and worship leaders will immerse themselves in Revised Common Lectionary 
readings of Scripture. Then through creative, collaborative worship design and experiences, you can 
expect to leave with preaching and worship plans for Advent 2019 thru Summer of 2020. Join us and 
(re)kindle the fire of worship planning and inspiration! 
 
3 Day Event Registration Fee is $100 and covers materials, worship experiences, workshops, 
breaks and two lunches. Cost is $50 for each additional participant from the same church. For those 
that would rather attend specific days only, single-day rates are $75.00 
  
Daily Schedule 
Each day will begin with gathering at 9:30 a.m., and sessions start at 10:00 a.m. and conclude by 
3:30 p.m. 
  
What Will You Do at the Retreat?  

 Hear lectionary lessons read aloud by District Superintendents and church leaders as you take 
notes and record your ideas 

 Spend quiet time developing your themes, objectives, and images for each Sunday 
 Identify potential preaching series within the lectionary 
 Identify potential preaching series for summer 
 Discuss themes, observations, and insights season-by-season for the months ahead  
 Coordinate your preaching schedule with vacation plans and other personal calendar 

considerations 
 Participate in a workshop led by Jason Moore 

 
What Will You Take Home? 
• A plan for preaching Advent 2019 - Summer 2020. 
• A coordinated worship calendar with themes and texts that can be shared with worship leaders, 
staff and key laity. 
  
* New this year: Worship workshop with Jason Moore and hands-on experience creating 
original altar-scapes and worship visuals to enhance your congregation's engagement in 
worship. 

To Register:  https://www.eiseverywhere.com/480022 
 
 

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/480022


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sept. 10 – Cabinet Meeting 

Sept. 11 – District Strategic Growth Committee meeting, Peachtree City UMC, 
10am 

Sept. 16 – District Board of Laity meeting, District Office, 6:30pm 
Sept. 19 – Charge Conference Workshop, LaGrange First Small Dining Room, 
7pm 

Sept. 23 – DCOM meets with Provisional Candidates, West Point UMC, 3-6pm 
Sept. 27 – Clergy Evaluation forms due to District Office (elders, deacons, 

provisionals, and retired supply) 
Oct. 3 – Certified Lay Speaker interviews, District Office, 6:30pm 
 
 
 
 

UMM Meet & Greet 

LaGrange, Griffin & Atlanta College Park Districts 

Sunday, September 8, 2019 from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
Stockbridge First UMC 
4863 N. Henry Blvd. 

Stockbridge, GA 
 

For questions, email odell.horne@ngcumm.org or call 678-822-3641. 

Happy Birthday to the following ministers celebrating 
birthdays in September: 

 
6  -  Griff Jones  22 – Maria Wells 

8  -  Lesley Langford 24 – Thomas Martin 
10 – Sherry Beasley 29 – Katie Mattox 
18 – Jack Couch  30 – James Woods 

       Terri Lemons 


