
 
 
 

A Message from DS Susan Landry: 

 

Greetings! Easter is here and new life abounds. He is Risen, indeed!  
Still, we hold our ground against the Covid-19 enemy. How? The lectionary suggests Psalm 16, a psalm 
of David, encouraging us to claim God’s presence as our focus—verse 11 “You show me the path of life. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; In your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  
The presence of God: I treasure this gift, the presence of the Source of all things good. Jesus showed us 
how to live with God, to have our being in God. We claim this as our truth wherever we are, especially in 
our homes and essential places. “God with us” holds true and we can stand on it, sit in it, and roll with it, 
no matter where we are: God is present with us.  

Alleluia! 
                 Susan 

 

Appointment News:  

Conference-wide, this Sunday, April 19, FULL TIME appointments will be announced in congregations 
and on the Conference website.  Next week, moving pastors will provide a video of themselves and their 
families as a quick connection. New pastor videos can be shown to congregations on April 26.  
 
PART TIME appointments will be announced at a later date. For LaGrange, that date will be May 17. 
  
As the Bishop explained, due to the Covid-19 pandemic causing special concerns in some appointments,  
the appointment schedules will be somewhat different this year with 2 move cycles. You will be told 
which cycle your church’s move will follow.  
 
First cycle:       June 30, moving day. 
                          July  5 , pastor introduced to new congregation, not preaching.  
                          July 12, pastor’s first Sunday in the pulpit.  
Second cycle: September 1, moving day. 

           September 6, pastor introduced to new congregation, not preaching. 
           September 13, pastor’s first Sunday in the pulpit. 

Note: This plan allows the pastor and family time to focus on meeting people and attending to 
immediate church needs, before the task of leading worship.  
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Conference tips for On-line worship:  
We’re glad you’re offering it.  How might you keep the new people that are clicking on? 

1. Pre-record: Most churches have found that they can provide better quality and avoid technical 
difficulties in live worship by pre-recording instead. Some of the most effective worship services 
are those that were pre-recorded—where the sermon is coming from the pastor’s home or 
garden, the special music is from another home, and the prayers from yet another. It is 
captivating as they are combined for a fresh and intimate sense of praise, of being together 
separately, yet all in one accord. 

2. Shorter is better: last week I suggested you cut your 1 hour worship to 30 minutes. You may 
even consider two 15-minute segments. People make a quick decision about what to watch, and 
if your service is long, they may go find a shorter one. 

3. Catch them early: Greet with energy and give them a preview of your ultimate message/goal 
right away—in the first 90 seconds, experts say. If you warm up and do announcements at the 
start, people often choose to click away.   

 
 

Resource Review: 

 

Enroll in in-depth training  

 

There is no better time than now to enroll in the Digital Media for Ministry online training course. This 

in-depth guide unpacks the most effective ways to communicate using technology that people in your 

church and community already use. You’ll explore podcasts, videos, blogs, social media and 

email newsletters.  

Enroll now  

  

 

From United Methodist 

Communications 

 

http://e.umc.org/wXrQs5kJr0000yTK00K0s0S
http://e.umc.org/wXrQs5kJr0000yTK00K0s0S
http://e.umc.org/wXrQs5kJr0000yTK00K0s0S


Need help with digital ministry during this pandemic? Live chat with the Local Church 

Services team at UM Communications or call them at 888-346-3862, Monday – Friday, 

from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. CDT. 

 

Online CEU Opportunities From ClergyEducation.com: 
   (Use the coupon code UMC to receive a 20 percent discount, making the cost of each class $20. ) 
 
April 21, 2020 - Kay Kotan: 10 Most Common Practices That Keep Churches From Growing 
Register at: ClergyEducation.com 
  
April 29, 2020 - Olu Brown: Growing a Church by Becoming Part of the Community 
Register at: ClergyEducation.com 

 
 
Lower Tech Ways to Host Sunday School or Small Groups  
Adapted from the 4/13/20 UMCOM Newsletter, Article by Rev. Jeremy Steele 
 
While there are many options available for video meetings (Zoom, WebX, etc.), if you have 
people who don’t have access to camera-enabled devices, reliable high-speed internet, or who 
aren’t comfortable with technology, consider some other options such as Facebook Groups.  
Below are some suggestions: 
 

 Plan for a slow launch – Use the first meeting to give a brief tutorial on the chosen 
platform’s features.  Remind people to keep their devices fully charged.  Teach them to 
use provided links. 

 Mute! – Make sure everyone know how to mute/unmute their device’s microphone in 
order to keep background noise/distractions to a minimum.  

 Keep discussions structured – ask questions that invite single, brief 
responses to avoid chaos. 

 Try a recorded video and text chat – Post a recorded message to 
Facebook and invite participants to watch and then login at a 
specific time to chat through Facebook Messenger. 

 Have a conference call – There are various options that can use 
landline or cell phones for conference calls with no video. 

    
Believing in the power of relationships is part of our DNA as United Methodists. Whether you 
recover the practice of making phone calls or log into your first small group video chat, the key 
is to keep caring for each other through this season of uncertainty. 
 
 

 

http://e.umc.org/VrXC000kST0Q000Jr5Kyks0
http://e.umc.org/VrXC000kST0Q000Jr5Kyks0


How the Virus Stole Easter 
By Kristi Bothur 

 Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began 

 Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.  

 People were sick, hospitals full, 

 Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

 As winter gave way to the promise of spring,  

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 

 People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. 

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned. 

 April approached and churches were closed. 

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed. 

 “There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. 

 No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.” 

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. 

The world was focused on masks and on tests. 

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed 

“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.” 

 Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. 

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling. 

“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming. 

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do! 

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. 

“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.” 

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear. 

 

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies. 

It started down low, then it started to rise. 

But the sound wasn’t depressed. Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn’t be so! But it grew with abundance! 

The world stared around, popping its eyes. 

Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 

Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 

 It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came! 

Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

 



 And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine Stood puzzling and puzzling. 

“Just how can it be?” 

 “It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,  

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.” 

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before. 

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 

And what happened then? 

Well....the story’s not done. 

What will YOU do? 

Will you share with that one 

Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,  

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,  

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 

 

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. 

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple. 

 

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection. 

 

May 2020 be known as the year of survival,  

But not only that - Let it start a revival. 

 


