
 
A Stark Contrast 

Medical personnel are our heroes today, fighting for our lives against the Covid-19 virus. Dr. Ronit 

Sternberg, an anesthesiologist, shared her experience of the fight on one of our news outlets this week.  

Dr. Sternberg confessed the horrifying realization, as she anesthetized patients for intubation, that she 

might be the last person they would see on this earth. She was humbled, thanking God for being able to 

be a part of this critical time with them. She said, “Each patient is unique, comes with a story, and they 

are just in a hard time now. They need help, and I want to help in whatever way I can. Hopefully, they 

don’t feel so alone.” Dr. Ronit Sternberg is fighting for her patient’s physical and spiritual selves—a high 

calling. 

In stark contrast to Dr. Sternberg, Gregory and Travis McMichael, a Caucasian father and son in 

Brunswick, Ga, chose not to fight for the life of another, but rather to take it. Thursday of last week, I 

heard about the horrendous shooting of Ahmaud Arbery, a 25 year old black man out for a jog. The 

outrage I felt was hard to describe, as I learned that the shooting had happened in February, and still by 

May 6, the suspects had not been arrested. The McMichaels confronted Arbery on the street, shooting 

and killing him right there. (Clearly, we are just skimming the surface here.  You can find more 

information online.) 

I was inspired by Dr. Sternberg’s exquisite care for and deep honoring of the humanity of her patients 

almost as much as I was outraged by the McMichaels’ abhorrent racism and murderous spirit. What 

about you? It is a stark contrast, and there is something important to be learned from both.  

How do we view others? Do we view them as humans, more like us than not—as people who deserve 

love and help? Or do we view some others as less than human, more alien than kin—even sometimes as 

enemies deserving of death? 

I think we need to have more conversations about love vs. hate, about help vs. malice, about hope vs. 

hell. Do you think black lives matter? Do you see that phrase, Black Lives Matter, as” the love letter that 

it is to black people”? I heard it referred to this way by Dr. Taharee A. Jackson, and could see anew how 

exquisite and important this love letter is today. If you feel the same, I invite you to sign up to express 

your interest here https://northga-reg.brtapp.com/LaGrangeDistrictConversation. I will prepare a venue 

for us to learn and share about how to be a part of something filled with love, help and hope for us all.  

In this time where lives are on the line, when there are stark contrasts in how people treat each other, I 

long to be more like Dr. Sternberg. Let’s learn from one another, and become inspirational. 

Blessings in Jesus, the most inspiring of all, 

Susan  
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Message from Bishop and Cabinet: Children's Ministry, Polling 

Places, Counseling 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the North Georgia Conference,  
  
We, your Bishop and Cabinet, met Monday, May 4, for our weekly web conference. We began as 
always with prayer, asking for God's wisdom and guidance. We celebrated the innovation and 
creativity we've witnessed across our Conference and we prayed for the many experiencing grief, 
loneliness, and depression.  Among the topics we discussed were:  

Children's Ministry 
Children's ministry leaders are always a force for good in the North Georgia Conference, but never 
so much as the past weeks of social distancing. They have offered opportunities ranging from virtual 
Sunday school, to evening lullabies, to draw-along storytelling, and more to support families growing 
in faith together. They are now looking ahead to how to safely resume in-person ministry with 
children when the time is right. 

Rev. Debby Fox has worked tirelessly to gather resources and to connect children's ministers. She 
has compiled her thoughts on reopening children's ministry in the document below and shares 
guidance from the CDC:  

 Thoughts on Reopening Childrens Ministries (PDF) 
 CDC Guidance for Childcare 

Debby is available to discuss:  

 Virtual summer opportunities, 
 Creative Vacation Bible School ideas, 
 Children's Sunday School, and 
 Children's weekday preschool 

Contact her at debby.fox@ngumc.net.  
  
Likewise, Youth Ministry Leaders are hosting Zoom games, Netflix movie nights, virtual 
confirmation and so much more to keep young people connected and inspired. Rev. Sam Halverson 
is available at sam.halverson@ngumc.net to consult with youth ministry leaders.   
 
Churches as Polling Places 
Many North Georgia Conference churches serve as polling places. These churches should begin 
contacting county election officials now to make arrangements to safely open their facility for primary 
election day. Be persistent in reaching out. The Georgia primary is June 9.  
  
Clergy Counseling 
The cabinet understands the enormous pressure on clergy. Chris 180 (formerly the Care and 
Counseling Center of Georgia) is offering tele-counseling services and most of the counselors are in 
the clergy behavioral health network, providing up to 8 free sessions before a modest co-
pay.  Contact Chris 180 to schedule an online appointment at www.chris180.org or 
intakeccdekalb@chris180.org 

  
Know that each of you is appreciated and in our prayers, 
Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson 
North Georgia Conference Cabinet 

 

http://northga-email.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/connectionalministries/thoughts+on+reopening+your+congregation+to+children.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/guidance-for-childcare.html
http://www.chris180.org/


 

  

Re-Launch Resource Hub 

 

As we continue to face the COVID-19 pandemic, North Georgia United Methodists are 

rethinking ways of doing church and building community. We're considering how and when 

we might gather in person again. We are leaning into our connection. We are buoyed by 

our faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

Find helpful resources, information, and updates as we navigate this time together on our 

"Relaunch Resources Hub" at https://www.ngumc.org/relaunch-resource-hub.  

 

Find all of our resources to support North Georgia Conference churches worshipping, 

serving, giving, and "being the church" remotely during this season of social distancing at 

https://www.ngumc.org/covid-19-response-resources.   

 

'RELAUNCH' RESOURCES  

 

 
 

 
 
After this week we will be sending this special newsletter on an As-Needed Basis.  
You can always get the most current information and updates at the Conference 
website, www.ngumc.org.  Check out the Covid-19 Resource page at: 
https://www.ngumc.org/covid-19-response-resources and the Re-Launch 
Resource page at: https://www.ngumc.org/relaunch-resource-hub. 
 
While Susan and Denise continue to work from home, we are still available by 
email and the office phone number -  lagr@ngumc.net and 706-882-3343. 

https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=9c4e62e8ff&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=4d6f7d445c&e=0ae49d37c8
https://ngumc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8c4a2bf5df821f76fea333283&id=479767e224&e=0ae49d37c8
http://www.ngumc.org/
https://www.ngumc.org/covid-19-response-resources
https://www.ngumc.org/relaunch-resource-hub
mailto:lagr@ngumc.net

